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Bahrain starts naval exercises 
with U-S,, U.K. 

MANAMA (AP) — Bahrain, the United States and 
Bniain began naval exercises Tuesday in the Gulf, just 
two days after Iran began its own manoenvres in the 
j region. The dghNday exercises will involve tactical 
! manpeuvies and tiie use of live amm unifion, the ofiS- 
dal Gulf News Agency said. Nine warships, including 
a U.S. destroyer and fiigate, will take part. Iran began 
mifataiy exercises on Sunday, including the deplt^- 
meat of three Russian-made submarines. U.S. offi- 
cials said the similar timing for the manoeura was 
coincidentaL Bahrain, a key U.S. Gulf ally and home 
to the U.S. 5th Fleet, has defence agreements with the 
U.S. and Britain. “Pan of the manoeuvres will be held 
at sea while some will be done at port,” said Cmdr. 
Gordon Hume, spokesman of the 5tii Fleet 
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Turkey maintains tough stand 
on Cypriot rockets 

ANKARA fAH*) — Turkey repeated threats Tues^Y 
to destroy Russian-made missiles which the 
government is planning to deploy on divideo 
Mediterranean island. A foreign ministry spoilsman 
here rebuffed assertions by a U.S. officid that Tuiitey 
had softened its position on the controversial sale oi 
Russian S-300 anti-aircraft missiles to Greek Cwnpt 
authorities. He was replying to remarks attributed in 
the Greek press to State Department official Thom^ 
Miller. Ibe ^ouncemeni Iasi year of the planned 
missile purchase angered Turicey which sees it as ^ 
threat both to its security and Turkish-occupied north- 
ern Cyprus. It said it would use force to prevent the 
missiles' deployment. The spokesman told journalists 
Tuesday. 


Price: Jordan 300 fils 


King hints that perpetrators of Sharif refused to conduct 
Shmeisani murders outsiders 

R.\M.\LL.AH lAFP) — A security official, who was being given leadership 
jk Y fT^I 7 y 7 • Islamic Resistance Move- asked not to be named, said over lyy^Hinp cells and 

Next inursday s Cabinet meetins in Aqaba 'will I maker was kiUed by rivals from Hamas leaders abroad not, and these disputes led 

^ -L in the group in a feud which to conduct a revenge attack to Sbarirs murder,’* the 

„ j _ _ ... * . ^ ^ ^ ^7 y Tk 7 *** refiised to after Israeli agents tried to official told AFP. 

OS U ZUTTTVWIQ OOlTlt TOV trlS SltV S/TVS! trlP M /IJinVPh conduct a bomb anack assassinate a top Hamas AwadaUah’s brother Imad I 

tfi-C lVJ.L/fLClf i^fL against Israel. Palestinian official, Khaled Misha’al, was arrested over the we^- 


BylhreqAyyonb ! 
Special to the Jor^m Times 

! 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussmn on Tu^day . 
hint^ that the killing of three I 
Jodamans during tbs ‘Eid ' 
holiday was oomnriued by 
nm-Joedanians and said that 
investigatiems were going cm 
toideoi^thein. ' 

“What happened is very, 
very r^rraable. are 
extxemdy shocked by vriiat 
bqjpened and we hope that 
we win ^ the result'as soon 
as possible,’' the King told 
lepoftets following a Calnnet 
session that be dudred. | 
lite King who was com- 
rtiwiiing on the kining of the 
veteran lawyer Hanna Nad- | 
defa. his son Suhail and p^- 
dutfrist Awni Geosge, | 
plec^ tiiat the loDer win be 
attested. 

‘Bvettyooe B doing Us best | 
towards tiiat end,” the King , 
said. I 

“Sudl crimes arc itntiqial in j 

JcHdan. They be part of , 
fife m odier cotnitDes but oer- 
tainly to us . it is somediing 



His Majesty Kang Hussein chairs the Cabinet meeting on Tuesday 


titodangi” 

^ course as you know 
Jordas is open to so many 
people from within die area 
who had come here vnSi dbe. 
b^iiming of 1990 with the 
pr^Iem of the Gulf and it 
continued,*' be added. 

*T hc^ we will get to die 
bottom of iL We are trying to 
see exactly what the causes 
and reasons ae for the rqieti- 
tion of some of diese eveztfs,” 
the King said. 

‘The &bric of die (society) 
is not as it was and maybe d^ 
is part of die proUem that we 
But 1 am confideoi we 
win put our hands on exactly 
what (he pioUem is and we 
win find out exactly who are 
the peipetrattxs and deal with 
the proUem adequatdy,*' the 
King added. 


The murder of Nadddi, his 
son and psycUatrist Geoige 
came less than two moQ^ of 
a iTMss kining of ax Irar^ in 
Amman, including the charge 
d'affidres at die hagi 
embas^, NSkm^ Hajou, and 
two wen-known business' 
men. Nobody was arrested in 
cocmeetjoa vridi diat crimfi. 

Arab sipxiimt 

Aslmd wfaedier be dSs- 
d^^bbiffiiig an Ar^ sum- 
mil during his martin g with 
neskkot Hosni }^bai^ ear- 
ner dds week, die King said 
that bdrfing such a summit 
was not an end in iedf. 

‘Tardan is always support- 
ive of bddiDg meeciDgs 
between Arabs. Ws agreed 
that such (summit) should be 
bdd. But in &ct ^ si^ject is 
not moely to hold a summiL 
^ haw to prepare for a suc- 
cessful tnw^ng that would 
come up wtidi a unified stand 
diat serves the Arab c^ise 
evoyvriiere,” the Kmg said. 

**ntis is we and neri- 
deot Mubarak agreed upon,'’ 
the idng added, 

The King was teqxnding 
to news repeats that a number 
of Arab countzies were plan- 


ning to fadd an Arab summit 
that would focus on the dfiid- 
lockcd peace process between 
the Palestinians and the 
Israelis. 

*^e have to focus on a 
con^itehenstve and just peace 
dial would give peoples dieir 
rights and enable to 
h^ secured life,” the King 
said. 

He voiced hope that the 
recent- agreement to end the 
crisis in Ireland, whicb was 
agned earlier this week in 
Bd&st between the British 
government and hish parties, 
would be an exaai^ for a 
solution to Palestinian prob- 


lem. 

T think that thin gs are mov- 
ing in the direction 
d^ite die obstacles dial 
cause the delay and I think 
that the big achievement in 
the Irish cause encourages us 
to be qatimistic diat diere vrill 
be focus on the Palestinian 
foobJem,” tte King sa^ 

On the domestic ftont, die 
King said diat the cabinet 

meerin g fhar w fni1ri takw pl?K>» 

in Aqaba ca Thursday be 
“a tundng point in the histtxy 
of die city.” 

He emphassed that d£ 
meeting wifi focus on the 
overall development of the 


southern governocaie, local 
and foreign investments in 
Aqaba. 

T believe th^ will be the 
sul^ea die sesaon in the 
day after iodoodw. really 
b(^ that the meeting will be 
a turning point in the history 
ofAq^ja.” 

During the cabinet session 
ministers briefed His Majesty 
on plans and progn^ in work 
at the dififereot minisnies. 

The: Jordan News agency, 
Petra, said ths the King 
praised the role of the army 
and police is their fight 
against smugglers who ii^- 
tzate the borders. 


Anani says preparations should ensure 
Arab summit yields positive results 


AMMAN (Petra) — Deputy 
Rime Miiiister for Devdq>- 
merit Afians and Foreign 
MniK ter Jawad .Anani, Tues- 
day, voiced Jcxdan’s support 
for convening an Arab sum- 
mit to discuss die stalled hud- 
dle Gist peace process. 

In a staiemmt m Rarlio 
Palestine. Dn Anani 
prop e r preparations must be 
ma^ ahead of tbe fooposed 


summit to ensure diat h will 
cane up with positive results 
in stppeot of tbe Palestinian 
position. 

Dl Anaiu also called on 
Israel to five up to its ctHXumi- 
ments under the agreements 
reached with the P^estinians. 

R^iffing U.S. envoy Den- 
nis Ross* fathcoming visit to 
the legi^ Dc Anaiu said the 
Pales&ian side has respond- 


ed positively to tbe American 
ide^ Mr. Ross pre- 
sented during bis previous 
virit, bttt Mr. Ross has to cou- 
vince Israel of adopting a 
similady pc^tive attitude. 

Tbe foreign ininister called 
on ^^hshingtOD lo present its 
initianN^ soon and to urge 
Israel to implement signed 
agreemeots. 


Algerian officials arrested 
for involvement in massacres 


PARIS (R) — Local officaals 
and companders of pro-goy- 
emmgfif mflTtias in Algeria 
have been arrested oo chaiges 
of caning out massacres of 
cirilians, Algerian newqj^ieis 
said oa Tue^y. 

The Freocfa-Ianguage La 
Tribune and Ub^ dailies 
said several local g overnment 
hftartc their and pro- 
goven u nent militia leaders 
were in custody ‘Irecause ifa^ 
were izivc^ved in eKirarjudBcdal 
executions” of civilians. 

The. newspapers said the 
authorities- fa^ found at least 
two mafifi graves of dvifians 
alleged to have been killed 1^ 
pm-grw fmmpnt miliriaman in 
w^tera Algeria. 

They tbe suspected 
kcalgovenunent officials arid 
their milhiamgn killed 17 
dviliaDs and dunqred their 
bodies in a well in the Skfi 
M’hamad Benaouda area, 240 
kiknneties southwest of 
Algiers. 

"Anotiier mass grave bad 
been disoovezed in Rdizane 
where 63 bodies had 
found, many of diem buried 
alive,” said Libeite. 

The pqieis did not say when 
the massacres took pl^ and 
gave no exact figure for the 
total mnsber (>f deads Uam^ 
cn {xo-govemmeat nufina- 
meu and local dffic^ 

The goveimneni and Alger- 


ian new^pspeis bad iqx)cted a 
secies of massacres of vil- 
lages in leline and the killings 
of more than 40 dvilians in 
Sufi M’hamad Benaouda 
between last November and 
late January this yean 

1,400 dvilians 
have been killed in massacres 
in that pdiod throughout 
Algeria, iz^urliog tnmdr^ in 
Refizane in last Jamiazy. The 
govemmezit Uamed Iriamist 
rebels. 

However; no gio^ has 
ciaizD^' lespcxjsibility for 
most of the kfifings and no 
inffrpPTKtent sources have 
^veo clues on the kfilers or 
motives behind tbe slaugfatar- 
ing of pod* villageis. 

More dMn 6S/XX) people 
have died, accordiDg to west- 
on since Algeria 

yintc into violence eady in 
1991 following canoeQatioa 
(^ageneiral electiob in \^udi 
Tsiamists had talffin a cran- 
manriing lead. 

The government ias reject- 
ed demands for independent 
investigadcos, atgmng diat 
sending an international erxn- 
micsinn would 'hbsolve those 
behind (be killings and cast 
doubts about the identity of 
die peqietrattxs of tenorism.’’ 

fotcmsional Human Rights 
GiDt^s, UJM, Human Iti^us 
C^Nbry Robmsao and the 
UB. State Dq»rtmeot have 


rqieatedly urged Algeria to 
xlibw interpaDonal investiga- 
tors tt> look into the massacres. 

Pointing 10 tbe danger of 
the IdOiDgs, La Tri- 
bune a senica police offi- 
cer had been IdDed as be was 
investigating die massacres. 
The newqxper said pro-gov- 
eniment mfiriameo were sus- 
pected in Ins death. 

La Tribute said the pro-gov- 
emment forces involved in the 
Idllings of ovilians were also 
suspected of “extorting funds 
fiom villagers in remote 
areas.” 

The bodies of two viOagezs 
were found last week In tbe 
westtni area of Naama, A1 
Khabar newspaper oin^ 
adding that the bodies were 
riddled widi bullets. 

In tire Medea r^fon 70 kflo- 
metres south of Algieis, the 
atflhorities on Monchty found 
the btxfy of a 12-)^-old ghl 
who had been nurilated. 

Tbe gjri bad been Iddn^ped 
fcdlowing the massacre 10 
civilians late in Jarmaiy, said 
AlKbaban 

Ttoops killed four subjected 
rebels oa Mmday in Ouled 
MUnoun mountain in the 
western province of Tkmoeiu 
saidAlWatan. 

The new^eper said troops 
were besieging about 20 
idiels in Asfoor mountain in 
the same province. 


Baghdad rejects U.N. 
report on political 
executions in Iraq 


GENEVA (AFP) — 
B^bdad angrily reject- 
ed Tuesday a U.N. report 
detailing 1400 polirical 
exerhitlons in Iraq last 
year, slamming the doc- 
ument's ftn^gs as 
Ijaseless.” 

“This behaviour goes 
in harmony with Che hos- 
tile campaign led by the 
United States of Ameri- 
ca and Britain,*' the Iraqi 
delegation to tbe U.N. 
High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) said 
in a statement here. 

Tbe report, prepared 
by tbe special rapporteur 
on human rights in Iraq, 
Max van der Stoel, said 
it was Tughly probable” 
that more than 1.500 
“summary, arbitrary or 
extra-judicial executions 
for political purposes” 
had been carried out in 
Iraq in 1997. 

‘*Our delegation con- 
finns its absolute rejec- 
tion to the allegations 
and baseless accusations 
1^ tbe rapporteur,” the 
Ii^ statement srid 

The delegation said 
Mr. Van der Stoel’s 


report clearly sought to 
“^ovoke. misguide and 
mobilise public opinion 
a^inst Iraq” as pan of a 
U.S.-led campaign 
aimed at “launching a 
military aggression lo 
overthrow the Iraqi 
national political regime 
by force." 

Mr. Van der Stoel's 
report, presented so the 
UNHCR on Tuesday, 
said ethnic minorities 
continued to be at partic- 
ular risk in Iraq. 

“Several lists indicate 
that the proportion of 
members of ethnic 
minorities reportedly 
executed in tbe recent 
mass executions of pris- 
oners is ^teiy high com- 
pared with their numbers 
in Iraqi society," it said. 

The rapporteur, who 
has been refused access 
by Baghdad since 1992, 
based his findings on 
information from vic- 
tims, witnesses and oth- 
ers which his officers 
had been able to corrob- 
orate. 


RAM.ALL.AH lAFP) — 
Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment (Hamas* ) chief bomb- 
maker was killed by rivals 
in the group in a feud w'hich 
arose after he refused to 
conduct a bomb attack 
against Israel, Palestinian 
security officials said Mon- 
day. 

The report came as Tayeb 
Abdul Rahim, a top aide to 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat, presented the results 
of tbe investigation into tbe 
killing of Mohieddin Sharif 
to the legislative council in 
the West Bank town of 
Ramallah in a bid to calm 
tensions whicb have arisen 
over his death. 


A security official, who 
asked not to be named, said 
Sharif bad received orders 
from Hamas leaders abroad 
to conduct a revenge attack 
after Israeli agents tried to 
assassinate a top Hamas 
official, Khaled Misha'al, 
in Amman in September. 

Sharif, the main bomb- 
maker for Hamas' armed 
wing Izzeddine A1 Qassam, 
“did not implement the 
orders," and as a result the 
leaders abroad began to 
marginalise Sharif in favour 
of another Izzedioe chief. 
.Adel Awadallah, the official 
said. 

“Disputes between them 
arose because Awadallah 


was being given leadership 
over lyyftHHiTip cells and 
money while Sharif was 
not, and these disputes led 
to Sbarirs murder,” the 
official told AFP. 

Awadallah ’s brother Imad I 
was arrested over the week- 
end by Palestinian police, 
who said he was the one. 
who shot Sharif on March 
29. 

It was still not clear if 
Sharif refused tbe orders 
for an anack because be 
sided with elements in 
Hamas calling for a halt 
to anti-Israeli bombings 
or because technical 

(Continued on page 3) 


Shbeilat to be released on bail today 


ByTareqA>youb 
Specif to the Jordan Tones 

AMMAN — Tbe Court of 
Cassation has ordered the 
release on bail of former 
president of the Engineeis 
Association. Leith Shbeil^ 
who is currently being tried 
on charges of “instigating 
riots,” his lawyer said Tue^ 
day. 

‘The Court of Cassation 
has overruled tbe State Secu- 
rity Court decision and decid- 
ed to set Ml Shbeilat ftee and 
most probably he will be 
released Wednesday.” Hus- 


sein Mjalli said. 

Mr. Mjalli told the Jordan 
Tunes Mr. Shbeilat was 
expected to be released on 
Tuesday “but due to the delay 
in the administiatiw ^pipcef ' 
dures we were not ifole to set 
him fine on Tuesday.” 

‘The release does not mean 
tbe end of the trial." Mr. 
Mjalli said. “The trial will 
continue and the next session 
will be held on Saturday.” 

He said that the five-man 
court, presided over by Judge 
Suleiman Aw^an, 
ordered tbe release of Mr. 
Shbeilat 


The Security Court denied 
Mr. Shbeilat request fix 
rdease on April S, and the 
lawyer then ^petitioned the 
epurt c^Ca^atioo. ! 

Ml Shbeilat was arrested 
on his way ftoinMa'an in tbe 
eariy hours of March 20, t[ie 
day pro-Iraqi unrest erupted 
Ipafting to the Hpath of OOe 
man and the injury of 23. 

The State Purity Court 
has charged Me Shbeilat of 
instigating the riots. 

Tens of people arrested on 
charges of involvemeut in the 
riots were released b the past 
weeks. 


PhRMA requests Jordan be 
placed on ‘priority watch’ list 

Hikma: We are trying our best to comply with 
IPR requirements but PhRMA is not helping 


By Gbalia Alul 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Pbarma- 
ceuiical Research and 
Manufacturers of America 
(PhRMA) has formally 
asked tbe U.S. to name Jor- 
dan as a “Priority Watch” 
country for “failing lo pro- 
vide adequate intellectual 
property protection." 
accoidmg to a PhRMA 
press statemeoL 
Jordanian drug manufac- 
turers Tuesday rejected the 
announcement as “a 


provocati\'e act” aimed at 
influencing the negotia- 
tions currently held m 
Washington between Jor- 
dan and the U.S. on patent 
Jaws. 

"%'e are trying our best to 
comply witii international 
requirements to protect 
drug patents, but PhRMA 
is not belpjog,” Mazen 
Darwazeh. general manag- 
er of A1 Hil^a Pharmaceu- 
ticals told tbe Jordan 
Times. 

Mr. Darwazeh said some 
multinational companies 


are uymg to hit local 
industries by “price dump- 
mg;" selling their products 
m Jordan lower than mar- 
ket prices, at times even 
below cost 

According to the state- 
ment PhRMA. which rep- 
resents American research- 
based pbaimaceutical com- 
panies, recommended that 
Jordan be moved fi^m the 
“Watch" list to the "Priori- 
ty Watch" list based on evi- 
dence that the situation has 

(Continued on page 3) 


The Municipality of Greater Amman 
wishes to notify citizens that its departments will 
be transferred to the 

new premises in Ras A1 'Ain and therefore 
apologises for not receiving citizens during the 
period April 15-16, 1998. - 

The Municipality of Greater Amman 
you as of Saturday -^nll8> 

Notice; Telephone iTumbetSj-*^ 
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Iranian newspaper denies report 
that Iran bought nuclear weapons 




TEHRAN ( AP) — An Iran- 
ian newspaper on Tuesday 
denied repc^ that Iran bad 
purchased nuclear weapons 
from Russia. 

An Israeli newspaper, the 
Jerusalem Post, said last 
week that Iran paid $25 mil- 
lion for nuclear warheads 
smuggled out of the former 
Soviet Union in the early 

1990s. 

The govemment-con- 
irolled Iran News said the 
reports were an Israeli 


attempt to stir up anti-Iran- 
ian sentiraenL 

'‘With such anti-Iran pro- 
paganda. Tel Aviv attempts 
to form an and-Iraoian 
coalition in the Middle East, 
thereby overshadowing its 
own lack of cooperadon 
with die Intemadond Atom- 
ic Energy Agency (lAEAi,** 
the newspaper said. 

Israel is widely believed to 
possess nuclear we^>ons 
and has not allowed the 
IAEA, the U.N. nuclear 


watchdog, to inspect its 
facilides. 

Tran News also accused 
Israel of trying to foil Iran's 
nuclear research pro- 
gramme which, it said, was 
being develop^ for non- 
military purposes. 

The Jerusalem Post said 
its reports were based on 
Iranian government docu- 
ments. 

Reacting to the reports, 
the U.S. Defence Depart- 
ment said it had **no evi- 


dence whatsoever^ that Iran 
had acquired nuclear war- 
heads and the Israeli fexeign 
ministiy said it had no com- 

menL 

Iran has denied any ambi- 
don to acquire a nuclear 
bomb. Hie Vienna-based 
IAEA says it has found no 
evidence that Iran is 
engaged in covert nuclear 
aedvity. 

Russia is building Iran’s 
first nuclear reacror, near the 
southern port of Bushehr. 




Water shortage in Israel’s Negev 
desert after pipeline sabotaged 


la'- 


DIMONA I AFP) — Sabo- 
teurs damaged the main 
pipeline talung water to 
the Negev desert region of 
southern Israel early Tues- 
day, leaving towns in the 
area short of drinking 
water, officials said. 

“The main water supply 
line was sabotaged during 
the night and the flow of 
water into the towns is 
extremely low,” Adva 
Loid, a spokeswoman for 
the local government 
council, told A^. 

A police spokesman said 


unknown individuals used 
tractors to damage pan of 
the main pipeline leading 
to the Negev, spilling tens 
of thousands of cubic 
meters of water into the 
desert. 

He said investigators 
were looking into the pos- 
sibility the sabotage was 
carried out by bedouin 
Arabs who make up a 
large pan of the popula- 
tion in the nonfaem Negev 
and complain of discrimi- 
nation by Israeli authori- 
ties. 


Vinually ail communi- 
ties in the region, includ- 
ing Dimona — site of 
Israel's top secret nuclear 
installation — and Mitzpe 
Ramon were running sbon 
of water, officials said. 

The regionai council 
ordered a bait to agricul- 
tural irrigation in the 
region until the pipelines 
can be repaired. 

The incident coincided 
with a heat wave which 
took the temperature in the 
Negev to 40 degrees 
Centigrade on Tuesday. 


i : 


Number of malnourished children 


I : 


in Sudan increasing — WFP 


\ i fl 


NAIROBI (AFP) — 

Increasing numbers of 
malnourished children are 
appearing in southern 
Sudanese feeding centres, 
the U.N. World Food Pro- 
gramme (WFP) said Tues- 
day. warning that it was 
short of snreraft to supply 
■food. 

Aid sondes estimate 
that . some. .350 J)00L. people 
are threatened by famine in 
southern Sudan, where 
rebels of the Sudan Peo- 


ple’s Liberation Army 
(SPLA) have been fighting 
government troops since 
1983. 

In Bahr A1 Ghazal state, 
where the government 
recently lifted a ban on aid 
■flights imposed in early 
Februa^. aid workers at 
the Thiek Thou-centre are 
feeding 1,400 malnour- 
.-ishfid chikfa^wniSOO of 
whom are in serious condi- 
tion, WFP spokeswoman 
Brenda Barton told AFP. 


At the Pan Thou centre in 
the same state, she said, 
there were 387 malnour- 
ished children last Friday, 
670 by Monday. 

Mr. Barton said the WFP 
was able to supply only 
half-rations, using road 
transport and eight surcrafo. 

She - said the agency 
needed one or two more C- 
130 aircraft to supplement 
its fleet to deliver food 
before the onset of the 
rains next month. 


Turkish 
prosecutors 
demand five- 
year sentence 
for activist 


DIYARBAm CAP) — 
Prosecutors have demanded 
a five-year prison term for an 
Italian peace activist arrested 
during a pro-Kurdish festival 
last inonth, repons said Tues- 
day. 

The uuhetment by a 
r^onal prosecutor's ofSce 
said Dino BisuUo had 
demoisttaied in fovDur of the 
Kurdish r^l group PKK 
and accused him of incitii^ 
hatred based on ethnic difier- 
ences, the pro-Kuidish news- 
paper Gun^m reponed. 

Fri^o was arrested on 
March 21 during celebra- 
tions broken up by the police 
here, the main diy in the 
Kurdish-dominated soutiv 
easL 

Police stud he was canying 
documents belonging to the 
PKK which is banned in 
Tude^ and shouted slogans 
inixaiseoftbegiDup. 

airesi crated a diplo- 
matic rift with Italy, which 
submitted a fonnal protest. 

Nearly 37,000 ppople have 
died since 1984 in the war 
with the rebels, who seek 
auRXKxny. 



PALESTINIAN CHILDREN PLACE F=LOWERS AT DEIB YASSIN MEMORIAL 
tinian children place flowers on a fence Hiesday during a memorial ceremony odd to 
marfr ^Oth 9nniiM>r«9rv of fhp massacres of Palcstiniaos at the haods of Jewish ^gbt- 


maiic the 50th anniversary of the massacres of Palestinians 
ers in what was in 1948 the village of Deir Yassin fReuters photo) 


14 pilgrims wounded in Hajj 
stampede still in Mecca hospitals 


RIYADH (AFP) — Four- 
teen wounded Muslims 
from the stampede which 
killed more than 118 pil- 
grims and injured 180 oth- 
ers near Mecca last week 
are still in hospital, a Saudi 
health ministry official 
said Tuesday. 

“There are only 14 
wounded left" in the hos- 
pitals of Mecca, western 
Saudi Arabia. Abdeliiab 
Saati told the newspaper 
Al Jazira. 

He said those left in hos- 
pital since last Thursday's 
tragedy were three Indi- 
ans, two Pakistanis, an 
Afghan, an Indonesian, a 
Saudi, a Libyan, an Alger- 
ian, an Egyptian, a South 
African, a Syrian and a 
Moroccan. 

The stampede occurred 
during a ceremony in Mina 
known as the **Stoning of 
Satan,” in which pilgrims 
burl pebbles at pillars rep- 
resenting the devil. 

An estimated 700.000 
pilgrims bad jammed onto 


Mandela expresses condolences 
to families of Hajj victims 


AMMAN (J.T.) — South African EYesident Nelson Man- 
dela, in a statement issued on behalf of his office by the 
Department of Foreign Affairs in Pretoria, Tuesday 
expressed his “sincere condolences to the government 
and people of Saudi Arabia and the Muslims of the world 
for the tragedy that occun^ in Mina during the Hajj.” 
The statement, which was sent to the Jordan Times by 
the South African embassy in Amman, continued: **Hav- 
ing had one death and a few injuries amongst the South 
Affican pilgrims, we share the profound and sorrow 
with the families from other parts of the world who have 
lost their loved ones during the tragic incident 
”I wish to convey my deepest sympathies to the 
bereaved families and pray that Aljnigh^ God gives 
them strength and courage to bear the great loss. 

“We also pray for the speedy recovery and good bealtii 
to those who were injured during the incident” 


an overpass to throw 
stones at three pillars rep- 
resenting the devil, one of 
the final Hajj rituals, just 
before the stampede, 
began. 

Among the dead were 24 
Indians, nine Turks, nine 
Pakistanis, seven Algeri- 


ans, five Saudis, three 
Bangladeshis, four Moioc- 
canSfc two Indonesians, two 
' H^ptrans and a'Kuwaiti. 

Identification has been 
•taking time because* many 
of the victims were not 
wearing identification 
bracelets. 
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BAGHDAD (AFP) — 
patriarch of the Syiian 
Orthodox cfamdi, H/bi 
Igi^us Zakka Iwass-1. has ^ 
arrived in Baghdad.on fah 
first visit to Iraq .io jg 
years, the official news 
agency INA reported Thes- 
day. 

As part of a month-loog 
tour. His Holing Mar 
Ignatius • has alieacfy bm 
to the northern city of 
Mosul, his birthplace. He ; - n:.- - • 

travelled, to Baghdad by 
road on Monday and was to 
stay two weeks. jfli M.i'.i.r 

The visit — the pari- *' ' ‘ 

arch's first to Iraq since 
1982 — has been maA- 
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possible by the lery ening 
of the Syrian-Iraqi boeder » 
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last year. b.V;« 

His Holiness ■ V. ’ 

Ignatius himself served as ap''" *<rjh 
bishop of Mosul from 1963 'jenintf* •ii’d 
to 1969 and as bishop rf -in .:.: 

Baghdad from 1969 until \ [.‘Lin; di*-* r**----' 

bis election as patriartii in rn«r Cr>'-'n PriJUL 
1980. l,if .‘‘s 

Syria has allowed Iraqi Arjh .inJ 
clergymen of the Syrian ^ lo s-r-i.' 

Orthodox church to travel 

to the patriarchate in Dam- “[J ~ 

ascus although its relations 

wi± Baghdad have been fsJEWS IN' KRIf 
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cut since 1980. _ 

But they have bad to trav- 
el via Amman, which was !sflwp‘»f Arab Isntrli 
considered too long a jour* .Jgpibrinis k*au* Jordan 
ney fra* tiie patrirach w \ 
make, according to chuidij|--IH\N I Pw-'r.i I — Hi;- 
officials. i; 7 iiiC''r Ar.ih l'rjt*li p:!- 

Iraqh^aCIhristiancraD'lsiiii fx*r!>'ri!U‘Lj 
munity of arouiul 750,000 luj i - M-Jkc.i un 
centr^ in Mosul and tiefah;- Km-J 

north, and in tibe csqiital. BnJ.j,: . :i si-.;,’ Jor- 
The area of northem haq ’Si i*. A m.;! • .\.4*Tf> 
around Mosul is a stira^ 3 Lull pikmits jxt- 
hold of eastern Christiam^ cdisHjijrh; veur. 
with many rural Quistiav i 
still speaking 5ot^ ^ jaEranires in cinjI 
modeHLdesdendanttof An- iElbiirsda^ 
maic. the Imiguage of 
Christ, as their first Ian- 
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Iraq’s second city struggles to save landmark leaning tower from collapse 


By Steve Kiiity 
Agence Fnmce Presse 





MOSUL — A leaning tower that 
has dominated the skyline of Iraq's 
second city for even longer than its 
more famous counterpart in the 
Italian city of Pisa is in danger of 
Mling dowTi, geologists say. 

The Leaning Minaret of the 
Great Mosque in this city 350 Idlo- 
meties no^ of Baghdad was 
completed in II 72 A.D., two years 
before work started on die bell 
tower of Pisa Cathedral. 

Over the centuries its two-meiie 
lean has become such a femiliar 
landmark that Iraqis sometimes 
refer to the country's nonhern 
icti as Al Hadba. the Arabic for 
hundiback. 


But despite an expensive two- 
year restoraikxi project less than 
20 years ago, the soil is still mov- 
ing beneath die minaret and large 
cracks now riddle its base. 

‘Tt's in danger of collapsing alto- 
getiier if the soil beneath is not 
gnwted,” said ^logisi Issam 
Abdul Fatah, who has been sur- 
voting the e.xtent of the problem 
for Mosul legioo's directorate of 
antiquities. 

“Six metres beneath the ground, 
tile soil around the minaret's foun- 
dations has moved by about a cen- 
timetre. 

‘That rqneseois a di^lacement 
of more three centimetres at 
ground level.” he said puslung his 
fingers into one of the fissures to 
prove the point 


‘The soil movement has cracked 
the new foundations put up in 
1980 — the metal rods they used 
to strengthen the base have simply 
sn^iqied.’' 

Mr. Abdul Fatah heads a team of 
surv^ois from the geotechnical 
survey office of the state-owned 
Euplnraes Company. 

The team oannally wcxks on 
iirigatioa projects for the ministiy 
of ^culture and is taking time 
out uom the Baddusb dam jxoject 
on the Tigris River near the city to 
cany out tile work. 

The baqi geologist is full of 
praise for the unlmown twelfth- 
centuiy architect whose bandi- 
woik has been surveying for the 

last montfa. 

At 56 metres, the i 


Minaret is the highest in Iraq 
accenting lo the Tourism Board 
guidebook “Religious Sites in 
Iraq,” one of die few published by 
Baghdad since the 1991 Gulf war. 

Built for the Zengid emir of 
Mosul Nuredin Al Atabakl over 
just two years between 1170 and 
1 172 A.D.. the minaret was actual- 
ly built with a deliberate lean. 

"It was built leaning towards the 
east,*’ said Mr. Abdul Fatah. 

‘That man was brilUant — all 
the wind coating into Mosul 
cemes from the northwesL All 
those years ago he actually mea- 
sured that faa and designed his 
building acoxdmgly. 

“It is the main reason why this 
minaret has survived so long when 
other minarets in die city have col- 


lapsed.” 

His college Imad MaaluUah 
Khalil is amaaed by die design of 
the stairs giving access to the 
minaret's roof. 

‘There are two separate staircas- 
es — they go up in the same direc- 
tion and yet they do not meet at 
any point and, as you go up one 
staircase, you cannex hear any 
noise fitxn the other.” 

But b(Xh are rather less con^li- 
mentaiy about the handiwork of 
the Italian firm which earned out 
restoration work at the minaret 
between 1979 and 1981. 

‘They were paid a great deal of 
money and yet they did virtually 
nothing beneath the ground.” Mr. 
Abttiil F^ah said. “Everything 
was cosmetic and above the 


ground, and as a result it's lasted 
less than 20 years.*’ 

He said that all the Itatian firm 
had done bene^ the ground was 
to inject '40 tonnes ^ concrete 
grouting. 

B ut from the evidence of the sur- 
vey boreholes thdr team had dug, 
he said such an injection (ff coo- 
crete was no solution at all. 

The first 25-metre borehole 
identified a cave more than seven 
ntetres- deep just seven metres 
below the surfece. the second a 
two-metre cavity six metres down, 
and the third a 2.^oietre cavity 
four and a half metres down. 

‘Tou would have to pump a mil- 
lion tonnes of ctMterete into the 
cavities to have any b<^ of filling 
them and that's just not practical*' 
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“The best solution would be » 


be said. 


''tll he 


insert two (xmcentric tings (^pQs 
around the base of the mmaiet to 
craitain die grouting. 

‘Rut of course- that costs money, 
inote money peihq)s titan liaq can 
spare given all ^ pnttieiiis we 
hc& as a result of UN. sani^oas.'’ 

Abdul Fatah’s own survty'work, 
hampered as it is by tiie longj 
powtf cuts.^ shortages qeie 
parts resulting from the sanctiousl!^^"^ 
imposed fox Iraq's 1990 inyatiooj^ ' ^ ' 
of Kuwait, costs just 1.75 millioDi'-^ . 

Iraqi dinars (less than S120JXX)). Last 
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But be remains riiilosof^iical. 
about the chances of actually sawi 
ing the minarBL Tn the end eveiy- 
riling is in (be hanrie of OUT (jw| 
Allah,” be said. 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 

l(i:I0 Mr. Bogus Show 

16:30 .French Programmes 

18:00 Oliver Twist 

18:30 Drama — Neighbours 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 Science Magazine — EsM6 

19:30 News headlines 

19:35 ..Comedy— Campus Cops 
20:00 Doc. — The Healtb Show 
20:30 Doc. — The Last Neandertsi 
21:10 ....Drama — KungFu 

22:00 News in English 

22:30 Mini-series: ‘Maria 

Chapdeiaine" 

23:59 Country Music 

00 JO End ofT.X. 

PRA\XR TIMES 

04:42 Fajr 

06'.03 .iSunriselDuha 

12:36 Dhuhr 

16:12 ‘Asr 

19:08 Maghreb 

20:29 *Isha 

CHURCHES 

SL Marv Nazaretii Church 
Sweifietk TeL 5930740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
4632785 

St Joseph Church Tel. 
4624590 

Terra Sancta Quirdi TeL 
4622366 

Anglican Onirdi Tel. 
4634853^462481 1. 



Sl Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
ChurehTel.771751. 

Amman Tmwnarirtnai Church 
Tel. 865897 

Gaman-speaKuig Evangdical 
Cm^r^tkm Tel. S6S8404 
The Evangelical Local Church 

mAmin8nTel.8iI29S 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
St John the Baptist at De la 
Sane College TeL 5661757 
ChuFdi of tile Annundatimi 
TeL 4637440 

Grade Orthodox Churd) TeL 
4646138 

Qmrch of Presentalkm. Swd- 
fiefa TeL 5920146 
The Uniate Catholic Cfaurdi 
TeL 4624757 

The F.wgUA -T -angiiagp 
Cathotic Parish TeL 4614190 
Evai^dical Free Church TeL 
892679 

The Baptist Chnrcli TeL 
4628052 

The Annenian Cathofic 
Chiiich77l33I 


and dusty. Winds will be 
southerly moderate and rough 
sea. 

Amman 20/35 

Aqaba 26/41 

Deserts 19/37 

Jordan Valley 22/39 


EMERGENCIES 


Fc«d Control Centie_..4637 1 ] 1 
GvO D^noeDepanmait.5661111 
Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue 4630341 


TheIslainic,iUxlli 

Hussdn MieScal Cenue Td. 
S36813.8568S6 

Uiarila 4630195 


Yesterday’s high temperanires: 
Amman 34. Aqaba 40 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 24 per 
cenu Aqaba 19 percent 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the 
Department oj Meteorology 
HoL diy weather conoditions 
will continue for the coming 
. days witii clouds appearing at 
different altitudes and winds 
southeasterly moderate to 
active. In Aqaba it will be hot 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUn* 

Dr. YousefRashid ....875792 

Dr. Jom'aAboDfaiab ...758848 

Dr. Khamjbtf .784450 

Dr. WaBdAlMasri ..^675485 

Firas pharmacy .5661912 

Ferdows pharmey ...890280 
Al Asema pbarmac}' .....4637055 
Al Salam pharmacy 4636730 
Yacoub pharmacy ...464494S 
Shmeisani phann^ 4637660 
Nairookh pharmacy ....4623672 

Ndjib pharmaQr 847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Mazen Abo Bakir 276852 

Al Qnds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dn WalidHalaseh .982799 

Kbalifeb pharmacy ...985417 


CMl Defence Emeigency.... 1 99 
ResoeR&e 192.4621 1 1 1.4637777 

File Brigade .4617101 

Blood Bank. ....775121 

Higfaw^' Police_......_..S434<G 

Traffic Pblice 896390 

Public Securi^ De;x...j463032 1 

Hotel Corrq)]aims. .5605800 

Price Cotrariaints. ^661176 

\V^&Seuei^CbrTciaiac 897467 
Amman Mmidpality Com- 
plaints 787111 


Telephone Infonuation (diiecm- 
ly assistance) ... _........I21 


Oeneas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 
Repaiis 4623101 


Khalidi Matemity......464428 i/6 

Akileh Matemi^' 4642441/2 

Jabal .Amman Maternity 
4642362 

Mafhas. J. Amman. ....4636140 
I^lestine. Shmeisoni ...5607071 
Shmeisani Hospital ...5669131 

University Ho^ntal 84SS4S 

Ai-Muasher Hospital 5667227/9 
Ai-Ahli.Abdali .......5664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajreen 777I0I/3 

Ai-Bashic 775111/26 

^jmy.Maika ....891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital S602240/50 

Amal Hospital 5674155 

ZARQA: 

Zaiqa Go^^ Hospital 


Zarqa 


— 109)983323 

National Hospital 


Abdaii Tel. R^n: 5661101 (09)900560 


Jordan Television 

Radio Jodan 


.7731 1 1 
-774111 


Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

.Al Hikma Modem Hospital 


Water .Authori^' ........5680100 ( 09)99099 


I Electricity Authority .5I56IS 
Electric Pow Co__ ..4636381 
RJ Flight Informarion....44- 
53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airpon ..44-53200 


HOSPmLS 


AMMAN: 

Ibe And: Ceme fir Hean and Sp^ 
c^Sugety 5921199 


ERBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

.“...(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

- ....(02)272275 

Itm Al Nafees Hospital 

(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Ho^ntal 

(03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN A1.1A 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This informaiion is supplied 
by Royal Jordanian iRJ) infor- 
mation department at the 
Queen Alia Inteniational Air- 
port Tel. (44)53200 where it 
should always be verified. 
Information on other flights 
are supplied on phone 44 
152700) or 44^53250). 

.ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

07:30 Damascus (RJ) 

07:30 Jeddah (add) <RJ) 

09:00 Jeddah (RJt 

09:50 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

10:95 Jeddah loddHRJ) 

12:00 LarnacaiRJi 

14:00 Paris (add) (RJ) 

15&30 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

15:35 Neu> York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

17:25 London (RJ) 

17:40 Frankfurt (RJ) 

10:00 Paris (RJ) 

18:45 ...Brussels. Vienna (RJ) 

18:50 istanbul (RJ) 

19:15 .Tel Aviv (add) (RJ) 

19:20 ...Madrid. Geneva (RJ) 

19:55 Rome(RJ) 

00;I5 Beirut iRJl 

02:50 Cairo (RJ) 


Other Flights 

10:30 .Cairo (MS) 

11:00 ..Sanaa. Hudaidah (lY) 

11:30 Kuwait (,KU) 

12:30 Jeddah (SV) 

14:10 Tunis (TU) 

14:10 Bahrain (GF) 

15ri)5 Menna(OS) 

10^30 jLIgieis(AH) 

18:35 Karachi, Abu Dhabi (PKj 

19:05 — Frankfun(LH) 

21:10 ..Beirut (ME) 

23:20 Jstanbul (TK) 

23:20 Amsterdam (KL) 

23:45 Athens, Beirut (OA) 

00:15 London (BA) 


20:10 Colombo (RJ) 

20-55 Beirut (RJ) 

21:00 .J4ew Delhi (RJ) 

21:10 Riyadh, Dhahran (RJ) 

/on 'l : 


^ p m. 

4r, -.L. 
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21:20 Bombay (RJ) 
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21.-25 ...Caicuna, Bangkok (RJ)|tjJ'fm Johrj 

23:00 Cairo " 

23:40 ...Sanaa (RJ) 

04:00 Jeddah (RJ) I 


21:15 Bahrain, Doha (RJ)p*^'-^§f|J'8ash^^ 

22:15 ....Dubai. Muscat (RJ) Tyni’., 

rt»n Ml. ^‘>rat Al c 

gw Fur,un. 


Other Fl^ts 

06:35 L«MCa(CY) 

07:30 ..J>aris(AF) 

08:45 Beirut (ME) 

09:20 iondoa(BA) 

11-30 Cairo (MS)I 


exhibi 

cntji.VJ- 

h> 

Art ur-ul 

l-iiriu::. 

MA 2; 
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Or. 


Royal Wings (RW) 

08:45 Aqaba (RW) 

10:05 .Amman (QAIA) (KW) 
10:50 Amman (Marka Air- 
pon) (RW) 

18:20 .Tel Aviv (RW) 

19:30 ..Amman (Q.AIA) (RW 

22:M Aqaba (RW) 

23:50 Amman (Marka Aix- 
pon)(RW 


lldO Ta’iz, Sanaa (lY) 

12:45 Kuwait (KU) 

14:00 _jrcddah(SV) 

15:00 Bahrain. Muscat (GF) 

15:10 Tunis CHD ^ 

15:30 VieoiB(OS) 

17:20 Shaqah ^ 




C-J^rs»r*: ( 
•Xpr,’ j»- 

rjpv: .a Vv* 

Ll^,r 



^^fused 




^0 conduct 


20 JO Abu Dhabi KanicU(PN .2fc 
00:40 DarnasetB, ABStwtaiB(KU m^ij . 

04:00 ....Beirut, Athens (OA) * 
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departures 


05:15 Jedd^ (add) (RJ) 

08:50 jAmstetdam. New 

York(RJ) 

09ri)0 Larnaca (RJ) 

10:00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

-....Rome (RJ) 

11:45 ...Berlin, London (RJ) 

1^^ Istanbul (RJ) 

17:20 Tel Aviv (RJ) 


Royal Wings (RW) _ ^ ^ u .is 

07&45 — Amman (Mark* ^ ‘iij i 

09:15 Aqaba(RW).^Alij^;S-in» 

10:30 .Anunan(QAlA)(R^Vj- 
17:45 ...j\mman Jarirs Aif’ I 

18:55 TelAvN(BW.;-iJ%t\ 

21:30 Amman (QAIA) J 

22:50 
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Crown Prince, 
Princess ■ 
Sarvatb return 
to Amman 


AMMAN (JT.) — Their 
Royal Highnesses Crown 
Prince Hassan and Princess 
Sarvatb returned to 
Amman Tuesday after vis- 
its to Germany, the United 
Kingdom and the U.S., fol-^ 
lowed by a private visit to 
Europe. 

They were met at the air- 
port by His Majesty King 
Hussein and members of 
the Royal family, as well as 
senior government offi- 
cials. 

The Prince and Princess 
were accompanied by 
Their Royal Hi^messes 
Princess Rahmeb and 
Princess Badia. 

While in London, l^ince 
Hassan opened the Jordan- 
ian Badia Week, and in 
Bonn be met German 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl to 
discuss Middle East devel- 
opments and Jordanian- 
Gennm economic rela- 
tions. 

In New York, Prince Has- 
san met ambassadors to the 
UJ^. lh>m .Arab and Islam- 
ic countries and discussed 
efforts to overcome obsta- 
cles facing the peace 
process. The Crown Prince 
called for coordination in 
efforts by Arab and Islamic 
countries to serve national 
• causes. . 



Royal Jordanian CEO and President Nader Dahabi and Omani .-Airways Director 
General Clive Raymond sign one of foor cooperation agreements (Petra photo) 

Royal Jordanian, Omani Airways 
sign cooperation agreements 


AMMAN (Petra) — Royal 
JoidaniaD (RJ), the country s 
air earner; and Omani Air- 
ways have concluded four 
agreemeots on technical 
coc^^tioo, air q)eiaaons. 
in-fii^ services and person- 
iiel training on aircraft mainte- 
nance. 

The four agreements were 
rigned by RJ CEO and Presi- 
dent Nader j^habi and 
Omani Airways I^rectOT 
General Clive Raymcmd. 

At a press oxiftience after 
die signnijg ceremony. Me. 
Dahabi said the agreements 


are designed to bolster bilater- 
al cooperation and enable 
Omani Airways to benefit 
from RTs experience in train- 
ing and aircraft maintenance. 

An Omam delegation vuut- 
ed Jordan in order to examine 
RJ‘s facilities, including the 
technical and maintenance 
workshop and the flight simu- 
lalcR* to train pilots, and is tour- 
ing the various depanmenis to 
be briefed on dielr work, 
according to Mr. Dahabi. 

RJ has also prepared a pro- 
gramme for the Omani ttele- 
gation to visit the Kingdom's 


tourist and archaeological 
sites and meet senior offtcials 
in die Civil A\iation Authority 
and the transport sector, he 
stated. 

The two national airlines 
will exchange expertise and 
infonnation as well as cooper- 
ate in promoting flight ser- 
\ices, he said. 

For his part, Mr. Ra\Tnond 
expressed Omani A^ays' 
appreciation for Jordan's 
cooperation and for opening 
the door to an exchange ^ 
expertise to help promote the 
airline's performance. 
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Last groap of Arab Israeli 
pflgEinis leave Jordan 

AMMAN (Psna) — Tlie 
last groiq} of Ar^ Israeli ful- 
grims that peifbnned this 
year’s to Mecca on 
.Tuesday crossed the King 
Hussein Bridge on die Jor- 
dan Rives, A local of 3,500 
Arab Isiadi ' pilgrims per- 
fooned the mis year, 
c.m i*'. 

f%i$enih^ 
f^dmah/Bmiiadtqci.: /(.* 

AMMAN (Petra) — Tlie 
beat wave diat affected 
the country over the last 
week is expected to dimin- 
ish* as of Thursday after- 
noon, accorcting to Meteo- 
n^ogy Department sources. 
Temperatures over the next 
couple of days will be 9-12 


degrees higher dian average 
for this time of the year, £e 
sources said. 

65-year-old man IdDed 
by son 

AMMAN (J,T.) — Police in 
the Koura (fisnlct Monday 
disclosed details of the mur- 
der of a 65-year-old man in 
the town of Zimd. Police 
irsoarces said the 'inaii- waSt 
shot by his SOD for ftimily 
Measbns. ,1 - The suspect 
allegedly shot tus fadier 
wiule he was wtxkiog at his 
farm and then itid die pistol 
he used near the fraim. 
Meanwhile, in Khteh in the 
Jerash Govemoraie, a 70- 
year-old man. identified as 
Mutshed Salem 

Rawasbdeh, was found 
hanged to deaifa. 


what’s going on 


FILMS 

* Spanish children’s film 
‘Talace" at Instituto Cer- 
vantes, Jabal Amman on 
iTbursday, April 16. at 5:00 
[pjn. 

* •'Fem Gully: The Last 
Rainfmest” ^ the American 
Oncer, Abdoun on Thuis- 
jday, April 16, at 5:(X) pJiL 

BALLET AND CONCERT 

* Ballet perfcamance by 
the students of the Ahliyyah 
School for Giris at the 
Royal Cultural Centre at 
8:()0 p.ra. 

* TTie cycle ‘The Miracle 
of Life" from the poems of 
Jabra Ibrahim Jab^ com- 
posed by Agnes Bashir, wll 
be sung by Tania Tamara 
Nasser at Darat AT Funun, 
Jabal Weibdeh cm Friday, 
Ap^ 17 (7:00 pjn.-9:00 
p.m.>. 

LECTURES 

* ‘The Araltic Eftigr^ihic 
Poems of Granade and Gen- 
erallife’' (in Arabic) by Dn 
Salah Jatrar at Instbito Cer- 
vantes, Jabal Amman at 
6:00 pJiL 


* “Totecnational Right to 

Exploitation of (in 

English) by Dr. Christian 
Ule at die Applied Science 
University at 10:00 ajn. 

EXHIBinONS 

* Photographic exhiltidon 
entitled ’*AT^ in the Dead 
Sea" by Jausseo and Savi- 
gnac at the French Cultural 
Centre, until April 30. 

* Paintings by Lebanese- 
American artist Etd Adnan 
entitled "‘Artist’s Book of| 
Art and Poetry" at Darat A1 
Funun, Jabal Weibdeh, until 
May 21. 

* Works by Maurice Had- 
dad at Hammurabi Aits 
Gallery, Gardens Stre^ (TbL 
5336098), until April 22. 

* Exhibition of works by 
Jordanian artists Romin 
Rshaid, Abdullah Tbaishat 
and Qaigm A1 Dwairi at the 
Royal Cultural Centre, until 
A]^ 16. 

* Paindogs OO handmade 


pfQ)er at Noor A1 Hussein 
Foundation, (iff Wadi Satpa 
Sl Obi. 5699141/2X until 
April 25. 



(Jorbachev to deliver 
lecture next week 


AMMAN — Px)finer Soviet 
Union President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev is to deliver a lecture 
entitled "Leadership and 
Qobal ChaSoiges" at the 
Institute of D^lomacy in 
Amman on Monrkv, Apd 20. 
1998. 

The lecture, organised joint- 
ly by the Institute of Diploma- 


cy and the United Nations 
International Leadership 
Academy (ILA), will be deliv- 
ered in Russian with simulta- 
neous translation for the boe- 
fit of die local audience. 

The event will be held under 
die patronage of Her Majesty 
Queen Nooc, president cf the 
ILA consultative council. 


Jordan to help Iraqi girl receive 
leukaemia treatment in U.K. 


AMMAN (Agencies) — 
Britain has s^proached the 
office of HRH Crown Prince 
Hassan to provide logistic 
su{^rc to enable a four- 
year-old Iraqi girl to be 
flown 10 the U.K. for bospi- 
ci! treatment, according to 
the Jordan News Agency. 
Petra. 

Atxofding to the report 
Maria Hamza will be flown 
aboard a Royal Wings air- 
Wednesday from Bagh- 
to Amman, where she 
wilt continue the trip to Lon- 


don. 

Meanwhile, the British 
govemmeni Tuesday wel- 
comed the granting of an 
exemption to U.N. sanctions 
to allow the girl to get urgent 
hospital treaonent in Britain. 

"I am delighted we have 
been able to secure approval 
from the UJ4. Sanctions 
Comminee for the flight 
which will bring Maria 
Hamza out of Iraq to the 
U.K. for urgently needed 
medical treatment” Minister 
of State at the Foreign Office 


Derek Fatcheti said in a 
statement 

Leukaemia sufferer Maria 
is expected to arrive with her 
grandmother later this week 
at a children’s hospital in 
Glasgow. Scotland, the state- 
ment said. 

She could leave Iraq on 
Wednesday and arrive in 
Britain on Thursday or Fri- 
day. 

The U.N. made the excep- 
tion after pressure from 
British MP George Gal- 
loway. a member of the rul- 


ing Labour party, who has 
campaigned for several 
weeks on Maria's behalf and 
visited Iraq last week. 

Me. Galloway has consis- 
tently championed the lifting 
of U.N. air, oil and trade 
sanctions imposed on Iraq 
after its 19W invarion of 
Kuwait, and denounced die 
effects of the embargo on 
Iraqi children. 

A large number of 
leukaemia cases have been 
registered in Iraq since the 
Gulf war in 1990-1991. 


Vice squad 
seizes over 
27 kg of 
drugs 

AMMAN (Pena) — The 
Anti-Narcotics Depanmem 
(AND) Tuesday announced 
the seizure of a variety of 
drugs and the arrest of a 
number of people anempt- 
ing to sell them between 
February 25 and .April 14. 

AND Director Nazlh 
Shreideh said depanmem 
personnel seized 4.5 kilo- 
grammes of heroin. 22 kilo- 
grammes of hashish, half a 
kilogramme of marijuana, 
and 500 marijuana plants 
during that period. 

The drugs were seized in 
48 operations, in which 76 
pei^le from Jordan and 
other Arrti) and fmeign 
countries were involv^ 
Col. Shreideh said. 

Over the same period, the 
department dealt with 24 
other cases m which 49 sus- 
pects v.'ere involved m using 
drugs. Department agents 
also solv^ 14 cases of 
for^ry in which 27 suspects 
urere arrested and refer^ to 
the jbdlbial 'aDtborioes, he 
add^ ■ . 

-'Th6 AND dealt with three 
cases involving eight sus- 
pects who were attempting 
to snurggle artefacts includ- 
ing Starnes, ancient coins 
and pmteiy; he said. 

Tfw department dealt with 
12 coses involving counter- 
feit currency, seizing forged 
money worth S14.(^, 
JD5370, 5,5(X) Saudi riyals 
and 3,500 United Arab Emi- 
rates dirhams, he stated. 

Col Shreideh said AND 
personnel were intensifying 
their effms to prevent drug 
traffickers from using Jor- 
danian territory as a transit 
point to smug^e drugs and 
at the same time to deal with 
drug pushers operating in 
Jorxlan. 


Mu’ta University opens conference 
examining environmental problems 


KARAK (Petra) — Mu'ta 
University on Tuesday 
opened its first conference 
on enviroiunental problems 
with the participation of 
scientists and researchers 
from Jordan and I ! other 
Arab counuies. 

During the three-day con- 
ference. 50 delegates will 
focus on 11 major topics 
covering organic and chem- 
ical fenilisers. agricultural 
input types, bic^iversity. 
rehabilitating natural pas- 
tures. desertification, recy- 
cling agricultural and 
industrial waste products, 
exemplary method^ for the 
exploitation of water 
resources, water salinity 
and its problems, and envi- 
ronmeotal pollution. 

Deputising for HRH 
Prince Firas at the opening 
of the conference. Mu'ta 
University President ‘Eid 
Dahivat stated that the 


wOTld has been giving 
much attention to the ques- 
tion of the environment 
over the past three decades 
after humans began paying 
a high price as a result of 
environmental pollution 
and tbe abuse of natural 
resources. 

Among the challenges 
facing Jordan and the Arab 
World are desertification, 
the population explosion 
and a decrease in the size of 
arable lands, said Dr. 
Dahiyat, noting that deserts 
constimte 90 per cent of the 
Arab World. 

Stressing that natural 
resources are also the right 
of future generations. Dr. 
Dahiyat said everything 
possible should be done to 
ensure a balance in nature 
by protecting the environ- 
ment from pollution. 

Khaled Tarawneh, dean 
of the university’s agricul- 


ture faculty, which organ- 
ised the meeting, told the 
opening session Aat the 
economic development 
needed in the 21st century 
requires an increase in pro- 
duction and at the same 
lime drastic solutions for 
environmental problems. 

He expressed apprecia- 
tion for the Arab Organisa- 
tion for Agricultural Devel- 
opment, Jordan Phos- 
phate Mines Company and 
the Arab Potash Company 
as well as the Abdul Hamid 
Shoman Foundation, the 
Cairo Amman Bank, the 
Housing Bank and the 
Islamic Bank for their con- 
tributions to the confer- 
ence. 

The countries represented 
at the meetings are Jordan, 
Syria, Iraq, Egypt, Libya. 
Morocco. Sud^. Saudi 
Arabia. Lebanon. Algeria, 
Tunisia and Yemen. 


Seminar preparing international donor 
proposals to help country’s disabled 


By Saha Ma’ayeh ' * 

Special to the Jordan Times 

OU - ■ ... : 

AMMAN — A joint Jordan- 
ian-European seminar is 
preparing propo^s that 
will be submitted to 
intemational donors to help 
Jordan’s disabled, officially 
estimated at over 48,850 of 
tbe country’s 4.2 million 
population. 

The three-day seminar, 
organised by the Jordanian- 
European Infonnation, 
Training and Technical 
Assistance for non-govem- 
t iwntal organisations 
(JETT) project in coopera- 
tion wi^ the (^ueen Alia 
Fund for Soda! Develop- 
ment (Q.AF), is expected to 
end later today. 

NGOs and charities work- 


“loil'' V/iOf tbe disabled are 
attending^ training work- 
Queen >Zein A1 1 
Sbaraf Development Com- 
plex. 

H assan Ustah, director of 
tbe JETT Project, said tbe 
present workshops were a 
follow up to similar ones 
held in January. 

"We found out that there 
is a need to conduct work- 
shops in order to develop 
specialised training for par- 
ticipants on how to chart 
project proposals, which 
they can submit to 
intemational donors," Mr. 
Ustah told the Jordan 
limes. 

Each of the paiticifaiing 
NGOs will have to prepare a 
proposal for donors, be 
added. 


Michael PorksCn. presi- 
dent of Eurocom, a German 
chari^ founded in'BCTlin in 
1989. said detecting disabil- 
ity at an early stage would 
lead to much better results. 

‘'Early detection of dis- 
ability, especially at a very 
young age, and integrating 
disabled children wiA non- 
disabled results in better 
communication, and the dis- 
abled will learn how to fight 
for their rights," he said. 

He said Jordan bad mod- 
em laws dealing with the 
rights of the disabled and 
integrating them in society. 

However, Dr. Porksen 
stressed that raising aware- 
ness among parents of the 
disabled on how to deal 
with them was essential, 
instead of shunning them. 


Jordan-UNHCR agreement on refugees signed in lieu of intemational treaties 


By Amy Henderson 
to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan and the United 
Nations High Commissioner for 
R^gees (UNHCR) have signed an 
agreement that provides a legal 
fr^ewok for coordinated efforts to 
deal widi refugee issues and links the 
Kingdom to international conven- 
tions and protocols im refugees and 
asylum se^rs. 

The Memorandum of Understand- 
ing, signed last month, "iiistitutian- 
procedures already in place 
regarding those who are seeking a^- 
lum and refugees in Jcxdan," said 
Kamal Abdul Rahman, officer in 
cbaige of the UNHCR branch in 
AinmaiL 

Intemational lawyers explained that 
the memorandum can be inteipreied 
as an act of "gpod faith” in uii^lding 
the principle promul^ued in the 


1951 Convention on Refugees and 
die 1967 Protocol — die two 
international treaties dict^ing the 
n^ts of refugees — w^iich Jordan 
never endorsed. 

The 1951 convention and the 1967 
protocol oblige signatories not to 
return any nsfegee to his ooudci>’ of 
origiii where his life or freedom is 
ihreiiened and compel them to grant 
refugees treatment comparable to for- 
eign residents legally residing in die 
host country. 

"Non-acceding states to these doc- 
uments, including Jordaa along widi 
most Arab states and some Asian 
states, haxv never signed these docu- 
ments for reasons peculiar to each of 
them,” explained Abtbl Rahman. 

Jordan, because of its political and 
geographic position, has been 
exposed to conristent mi^ttfory 
waves since the ouiset of the Arab- 
Israeti conflict in 1948, At present, h 


is playing host to an estimated 
J20,(Xjb Iraqis, many of whom 
sou^i asylum afer ite 1990-1991 
Gulf war. which triggered economic 
and political turmoil in Iraq. 

"Jordan has had legitimate reasons 
Dot to sign [these neaties].” said one 
lawyer qiecialising in human rights 
issues. ’The country's infrastructure, 
finances and sensitive political com- 
position simply cannot allow' iL" 

The country’s 1.3 miilion Palestin- 
ian refugees have fallen under the 
jurisdiction of tbe United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency' 
(UT^WA), whose mandare is 
designed specifically to deal with 
I^escinian refugees in Jordan, 
Lebanon, tbe West Bank and Gaza, 
and Syria. Other nationalities seeking 
asylum in Jordan were subjea to a 
legal abyss. 

Although a legal stnictuie to deal 
with refugees other tloR the F^lestini- 


ans has not been in place, Jordan's 
tendency has been to follow stipula- 
tions in the intemational treaties 
which outline three options for gov- 
ernments tfealing Mviih refugees: local 
integraticMi, repatriation if the condi- 
tions in the country of origin 
improve, or third country resettie- 
mern. 

Ala’ Abdelat, direcror of the 
Dqunment of Refugee Affairs at tbe 
Ministiy of Imerior, said that 
although (he Kingdom rejects the 
principle of local integration, it has 
traditionaUy allowed six months for 
asylum seekers to either find a diiid 
country in which to resettle or has 
tried to alleviate the expense of repa- 
triation to the countiy of origin by 
forgiving residence fees and exit 
taxes inaitred for die duration of stay 
in the countiy. 

“Jordan has shown fidelity to 
intffmarinnal Obligations. 


international legitimacy and respect 
for human rights." said Me Abdul 
Rahmaa ‘The treatment of asylum 
seekers here amounts to the treatment 
they reedve in countries party to the 
convention and prcMocol.” 

According to Mr. Abdelat, the 
memorandum with UNHCR will 
allow the same treatment to asylum 
seekers recognised as refegees by the 
UNHCR, which will bear the respon- 
sibility for finding third countries in 
which, to resettle refugees. He 
dial die six-month period can be 
renewable, on die auibori^ of tbe 
minister of interioE if the UNHCR 
fails to find a third country to a 
refugee within diar time. 

The UNHCTR openol hs Amman 
offices in October 1^1. largely to 
provide intemational aid and protec- 
tion for Iraqi refugees. In 1996, the 
UNHCR assisted in the voluntaiy 
lepaiitetioa of 113,000 Irar^. 


Sharif refused to conduct attack on Israel — PNA 




V* 




(Cmtiiiiied from 1) 

pn^iBradoQS bad not been JD^ 
fora bombing, tbe official said. 

Hamas has vehemendy reject- 
ed pdire claims that Shiuxf was 
ifillfyj in ' an- internal dispute 
within die moveinmt and has 
accused Israd of slaying Imn 
with help from Palestinian secu- 
rity offidals. 

SbadTs has led to sharp 
tensiODS between Palestinim 
Natioial Authority (INA) and 
Hssmis and police have ancesied 
dozens of ‘Hamas meodiers 
since Sharif s imiideL 

In a closed sesstoo, Mr. Abdul 


Rahim presented a rqxxt of 
Sharif s deaifa to tbe SS-member 
0 (x rrv^l. which decided to form 
a cemmission to review the 
police investigations, members 
said. 

Me Abdul Rahim told the 
council that Sharif s killeis “are 
DOW in pohee custody and 
investigations are ongnng to 
find out who issued orders for 
his assassmation." a member 
said. 

*T>i^)ute$ over wfaedier to 
conduct attacks or not played a 
role in Sharif s murriet" council 
membera quoted Mr. Abdul 
Rahim as saying in die sesrion. 


Palestinian officials, wlio ha\« 
tried to convince local Hamas 
leadeis to halt ifadr attacks, have 
in the past blamed bombings on 
the movement's leaders in exile 
in neighbouring Arab countries. 

Shaiifs body was found in 
Ramallah at the Site of an explo- 
sion which police say was set off 
by Mr. AwadaOah's followers in 
a bid to disguise his murder. 

It todt three days for Palestin- 
ian police to Identify the body as 
Sharit who has topped Israel's 
most wanted list for his role in 
pinnning bomb ottadcs which 
have killed scores of Israelis. 


PhRMA requests Jordan be placed on ‘priority watch’ list 


(Continued from page 1) 

worsened despite intense 
diplomatic pressure from 
major trading partners. 

The United States Trade 
Representative (USTRj has 
last year placed Jordan on a 
special 301 “Watch" list of 
countries violating Intellec- 
tual Property Rights flPR) 
rules. 

It cited inadequate IPR 
protection for pharmaceuti- 
cal and other intellectual 
property-sensitive indus- 
tries such as computer soft- 


ware and video games. 

However, director of the 
Technical Support Unit at 
the Pl anning Ministry', 
Yusuf Mansur, dismissed 
tbe importance of 
PhRMA’s request to place 
Jordan on the "Priority 
Watch" list for as long as 
Jordan is working to 
upgrade Its IPR laws. 

"We are not concerned at 
all because we are doing all 
we can to bring our intel- 
lectual property rights into 
best imemarionai prac- 
tice." he said. 


'To fact, Jordaa received 
excellent reports from the 
World Intellectual Property 
Organisation (WlPO) 
regarding our revised IPR 
legislation,” Dr. Mansur 
added. 

Jordanian phannaceutical 
manufacturers and officials 
believe that achieving ade- 
quate and effective protec- 
tion of patents will encour- 
age creativiiy and enhance 
the country’s developmenL 

“One must keep in mind 
that Jordan is a developing 
country and for it to move 


towards complete IPR 
eqiplicatioa and implemen- 
tation, it needs training and 
a fair grace period for 
adjustment,’' Dr. Mansur 
earlier told the Jordan 
Times. 

Under the association 
agreement reached 

between Jordan and the 
European Union in 
November to create a grad- 
ual free trade zone by the 
year 2010, Jordan was 
given a grace period of 
three years to implement 
imemationally acceptable 


IPR laws for its pharma- 
ceutical industry. 

Jordan’s 16 drug manu- 
facturers, whose exports 
topped $140 million last 
year, want the Kingdom — 
about to accede to the 
World Trade Organisation 
(WT<3) — not to show 
flexibility when negotiat- 
ing a grace period with the 
142-member organisation 

Jordan, which is currently 
engaged in negotiations 
with the WTO hopes to join 
the oiganisation in the near 
future. 



4 World News 


Talks between N. 


and S. Korea collapse 


BEIJING (R) — Talks 
between rivals North and 
South Korea broke down 
Tuesday over Seoul's 
demand for concessions on 
reuniting separated Korean 
families as the price for fer- 
tiliser aid to its famine- 
stricken neighbour. 

Chief negotiators from the 
two sides traded barbed 
comments after a final ses- 
sion failed to break a stale- 
mate. each blunting the 
other for the impasse. 

Pyongyang had called for 
the first high-level contact 
in four years to discuss a 
request for fertiliser to help 
with the spring crop p1unti< 
ng. 

But at the ouLset of the 
talks Saturday. South Korea 
linked aid to progress on 
political issues, particularly 
the question of reuniting 
families separated since the 
1950-53 Korean war. 

"Because the South 
anached political conditions 
to an economic and human- 
itarian issue, talks did not 
succeed." North Korea's 
chief negotiator Jon Kum- 
Chol told reporters. 

"1 came here thinking it 
would be easy to agree on 
the simple matter of fertilis- 
er." he said. 

The head of the South 
Korean delegation Jeong 
Se-Hyun. the vice-minister 
for national unification, said 
Seoul was adamant it would 
not give fertiliser unless 
Pyongyang backed down on 


family visits. 

‘'North Korea said the 
family issue is a political 
issue while the fertiliser 
is.sue was a humanitarian 
issue. But we believe the 
reunion of families is a 
humanitarian issue of the 
first order," he told a sepa- 
rate news conference. 

"Without any sign of 
goodwill from the North 
Korean side we cannot pro- 
vide unilateral aid because 
the South Korean public 
will not support unilateral 
concessions." 

However. Mr. Jeong held 
out a glimmer of hope by 
saying negotiating teams 
would stay in Beijing for 
another two days. 

“We agreed to reexamine 
our respective positions and 
if there is any change we 
will contact each other." he 
said. "But there is no guar- 
antee that they will 
resume.'' 

"I have doubts that North 
Korea understands what is 
meant by reciprocity'." he 
said. 

North Korea's Mr. Jon 
revealed that he had asked 
for 500.000 tonnes of fer- 
tiliser. Previous reports had 
said the North was seeking 
200,000 tonnes. 

Mr. Jon said the fertiliser 
would have to urri%'e within 
3 few months to be of any 
use. 

He insisted Pyongyang 
had shown good faith by 
agreeing to e.xpand the lalk.s 


from feniliser to political 
issues. 

‘The attachment of pre- 
conditions was a departure 
from our original position, 
he said. “We made a con- 
cession by agreeing to talk 
about other i.ssues of mutual 
interest." 

North Korea is suffering 
from three years of floods 
and drought and millions 
are on the edge of starva- 
tion. 

But large-scale aid to the 
often ho.stile north is a 
tough sell among South 
Koreans hit hard by the 
Asian financial crisis that 
has sparked bankruptcies 
and rising unemploymenL 

Seoul had also proposed 
di.scus.sing an exchange of 
permanent envoys and 
reopening liaison offices in 
the border tnice village of 
Panmunjom that the North 
abandoned in 1996. 

Also on the agenda was 
implementation of a 1991 
basic agreement to pursue 
peaceful reunification. 

It was the first high-le\'el 
contact between the bitter 
enemies since vice-pre- 
miers of the two sides met 
in 1994 to discuss the first- 
ever inter-Korean presiden- 
tial summit. 

But the death of North 
Korea's “great leader" Kim 
ll-Sung that year inter- 
vened. and relations later 
turned icv. 



.Malnourished babies are seen at Pyongsan County Hospital, North Korea. The head 
of the U.N. World Food Programme C-atherine Bertini again lashed out at North 
Korea for not ietting international aid workers freely monitor distribution of food to 
its famine hit population (Keuters photol 


After gang 's retribution, 
15 dead in Bogota prison 


BOGOTA (R> — At least 15 
people died in Bogota's 
Picoia pri.son Monday when 
a gong leader was killed and 
prisoners seeking revenge 
■daughiered 14 inmates in 
another cellblock. authori- 
ties said. 

It was the worst bloodshed 
in Colombia's notoriously 
o\ercrowded prisons in 
more than a decade. 

Francisco Bernal, director 
of the National Prison 
Institute, said the carnage 
began at about 1 1 a.m. 
1 1600 GMT) when inmates 
from the prison's No. 4 cell- 
block murdered Oscar 
Rodrigues, the ringleader of 
a gang that controls two 
other cellblocks. 

About two hours later, 
Rodriguez's Henchmen, 
armed' with guns and knives 
thev had smuggled into the 
prison, reacted by storming 
cellblock No. 4 and killing 
13 inmates. Mr Bernal said. 

"Tliey took it by assault," 
.Mr. Bernal said, explaining 
that Rodriguez's followers 
oven\'helmed prison guards 
to enter the area that housed 
their leader's killers. | 

"The murder by inmates 
from cellblock No. 4 ... pro- 
voked this very .scrioas act 
that resulted in the killing of 
13 other inmates." Mr. 
Bernal said in an intersiew 
on Radionet news radio. 

He said three inma’iss w ere 
seriouslv injured in the 
attack, and pri.son officials 
said later one of them had 


died in a hospital. 

Calling the death toll "a 
tragedy." Mr. Bernal said it 
ms^ed the worst .single 
incident in any Colombian 
prison in years. 

Colombia's prison system 
houses more than 43.000 
inmates in facilities built for 
about 30,000. and oxer- 
crowding and squalid condi- 
tions have been cited repeat- 
edly as among the root caus- 
es of violent uprisings and 
clo.shes between inmates. 

The worst previous inci- 
dent in a Colombian prison 
this year occurred on Feb. 4. 
when six inmates died in a 
cia.sh between rival gangs 
armed with knives, guns and 
homemade grenode.s in the 
modeio penitentiuiy in 
Cucuta. on Colombia's bor- 
der with Venezuela. 

Mr. Bernal said the Picota 
prison currently housed 
1.356 inmates hut did not 
specify the population the 
ageing facility on the south- 
ern outskirts of Bogota was 
built to hold. 

Luis Carlos Mendez, a 
spokesman for the prison's 
security guards, said the 
authorities vxere at least 
partly responsible for 
Monday's violence, since 
the Picoia had just 90 
guards, or 45 for each of two 
^ly shifts. 

Only one guard was on 
duty in cellblock No. 4 when 
it was raided by the killers 
Monday, he told' reporters. 

Presi^nt Ernesto Samper 


called an urgent meeting of 
his national .securiiv' advis- 
ers late Monday, but few- 
concrete decisions were 
taken. After the meeting. 
Justice .MinisterAlmabeatriz 
Rengifo reiterated pledges 
to beef up weafwns checks 
and other securitv' controls 
on visitors to the prison. 

She rejected suggestions 
that the violence was a prod- 
uct of clironic overcrowd- 
ing. 

"This w-as not sparked by 
overcrowding. This unfortu- 
nuie incident is a product of 
the violence that we ore ail 
suffering in Colombia." Ms. 
Rengifo told reporters. 

Local media speculated 
before the crisis meeting 
that Mr. Samper was prepar- 
ing to "militarise" the coun- 
tiy's penitentiaries by shift- 
ing control oxer them to the 
national police from the 
National F^son Institute. 

The Picoia's most notori- 
ous inmates, who live in the 
relative luxury of its maxi- 
mum-security wins, are 
brothers Miguel and 
Gilbeno Rodriguez 

Orejiiela. leaders of the Cali 
drug cartel, which once con- 
uiolled about 80 per cent of 
the world's cocaine supply. 

Mr. Bernal ,'ioid the 
inmates in the Picota's 
blood-soaked cellblock No. 
4 came from all walks of 
criminal life but most were 
hardened prisoners guilty of 
kidnapping and murder. 
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Archibisfaop Desmond Tutu speaks to the press outside the George court house. 
Lawyers of the former South .African President P.W. Botha and the TVuth and 
Reconciliation Commission iTRC) are trying to negotiate a deal with the TRC so that 
Mr. Botha does not have to testify* in court and avoid embarrassment of having crim- 
inal record (Reuters photo) 


Chief prosecutor sets 
deadline for Botha trial deal 


GEORGE. South Africa 
(AFP) — The chief prose- 
cutor in the truth commis- 
sion's case against former 
South African President 
P.W Botha ha.s set a dead- 
line of 8:00 a.ni. (0600 
GMT) Wednesday for 
opposing lawyers to .strike a 
deal which xvould halt the 
case. 

State prosecutor Bruce 
Morrison told the court 
after hours of intensive dis- 
cussions during an adjourn- 
ment Tuesday that the par- 
ties were "very close to 
reaching an agreement" but 
had not yet stuck a deal. 

He said .Attorney General 
Frank Kahn "has made it 
clear that unles.s the parties 
reach agreement by S:00 
a.m. the matter will pro- 
ceed." 

The imposition of a dead- 
line came after hours of 


talks between lawyers for 
the Truth and 

Reconciliation Commission 
(TRC) and the 82-year-oId 
apartheid-era hardliner. 

Mr. Botha went on trial 
earlier Tuesday charged 
with refusing to testify* 
before the commission, 
which is probing human 
rights abuses committed 
during the apartheid era. 

However, when the case 
was adjourned for further 
discussion after only 10 
minutes, it appeared likely 
that a compromise would 
be reached w hich would see 
Mr. Botha giving testimony 
before a specially-arraDged 
TRC hearing. 

la return the cose would 
be dropped. 

TRC chairman 

Archbishop Desmond Tutu 
told reporters outside the 
court: "We believed xve 


were very close to an agree- 
ment. The negotiations are 
on an knife-edge. 

“We do not know which 
way it will turn. We hope 
very much that agreement 
will be reached, "rhe TRC 
has wanted an agreement,' 
the retired Anglican arch- 
bishop said. 

"It is imperative that peo- 
ple realise that the commis- 
sion was set up to do very 
important work for the 
healing of the nation. We 
hope Mr. Botha and his 
legal team will see their 
way clear to participate in 
the process of reconcilia- 
tion.' 

The TRC wants to ques- 
tion Mr. Botha on his lead- 
ership of the now-defunct 
State Security Council 
which supervised state 
repression of the black 
struggle against apartheid. 


Italian president rules out 
amnesty for corruption 


ROME «.AFPi — Italian 
President Oscar Scalfaro 
has ruled out any amnesty 
for officials jailed on cor- 
ruption charges, saying par- 
dons were out of the ques- 
tion os long as graft 
remained so widespread. 

In an interview* published 
Tuesday in the Italian press. 
Mr. Scalfaro stessed it was 
only possible to talk of 
amnesties "once an ex il has 


been cured." 

Proposals to consider 
amnesties for corrupt offi- 
cial.^ next year haxe pro- 
voked a storm of controver- 
sy. amid fears that such a 
rnoxe xvouid undermine 
ongoing ami-corruption 
efforts. 

Earlier this month, anti- 
graft judges in the northern 
Itaiian city* of Milan com- 
plained that their "Clean 


Hands" investigations — 
begun in 1992 — were 
being seriousiy hampered 
by a lack of parliamentary 
support. 

While ruling out 

amnesties for coi^pt offi- 
cials. Mr. Scaiforo indicat- 
ed that he might be xvjlUng 
to consider the cases of 
some long-term prisoners 
convicted of terrorist 

offences. 


Oldest 
Bulgarian 
marks 
119th birth- 


SOFL-V i.AFPj — Bulgaria's 
oldest knoxx*n citizen. Fcime 
Hassanoxo. celebrated her 
II9ih birthday Tuesday, the 
Standard reported here. 

In an incerxiexx xsith the 
xkiily. Ms. Ha.ssanov*a played 
down her longex*ity*. saying: “1 
am old. but diere mu>i be peo- 
ple older than I am." 

Married to an older man at 
age 1 2 according to her father's 
wishes. M.S. Hassanoxa's hus- 
band Mehmed died in 1972 at 
age 108. 

She cannot read, write or 
ciiunt and said she has nex*er 
seen a radio or telc.ision. but is 
a dexoui Muslim and T^ays to 
.Allah five times a day." the 
teponsaid 

.Mrs. Hassanox*a had fixe 
children, two of whom are .still 
living. 16 grandchildren. 17 
greai-grandchiidren and four 
greul-greai-gnmdchildrcn — 
i:«ne of whom ‘iranslated for the 
old lady who speaks only a 
dialect, the paper said 

During her long life. <4ie 
formed and raised sheep and 
mules, but complains now that 
a w*eal-mess In hw legs prex'enis 
her from working. 

Potatos. milL x*c^hun, Nuas 
and mutton are her main foods. 
"I don't eat any pwk or beef. 
But I like good things." she told 
the Standi 


Quake rattles Tangshan 
city, near Beijing 


BEIJLNG (AFP) — A 
minor earthquake 

Tuesday struck just out- 
side the northeastern city 
of Tangshan. where more 
than 200.000 were killed 
in 1976 by the most dead- 
ly temblor in Chinese 
history*. the Slate 
Seismology Bureau said. 

Tuesday's quake, which 
measured 4.7 on the 
Richter scale, occurred at 
10:47 a.m. (0247 GMT), 
it said. 

A district government 
official toid AFP there 
were no immediate 
reports of casualties. 
Workers moved out of 
doors when the quake 
began, but there was no 
panic and the situation 
quickly returned to nor- 
mal. she said. 

Minor damage was 
reported in the city's 
Dongkuang district, 
where chimneys, old 
walk, and the waichtow- 
er of the Pijiadian jail 
collapsed. But no homes 
were destroyed, accord- 
ing to Wang Vunqi, a 
director of 'the Hebei 
Provincial Seismoloeicul 
Bureau. quoted " by 
Xinhua. 

The epicentre of the 
quake was located in 
Guye district. 175 kilo- 
metres east of here at 
39.40 degrees north laii- 


quakc 

same 

1976 

tened 


the 

the 

the 

flat- 


tude and 1IS.2S degrees 
east. 

An official with the 
State Seismological 
Bureau said the quake 
would have no major 
impact on nearby cities 
of Tangshan. Beijing, and 
Tianjin. 

"There is little possibil- 
ity of a stronger quake in 
the area in the near 
future." he added, 
according to Xinhua 
news agency, which 
added that there were no 
injuries. 

The bureau said 
was along 
fault-line as 
temblor that 
Tangshan. killing 
242.000 people accord- 
ing to official figures. 

The stare media has 
boasted the city had been 
completely rebuilt using 
construction techniques 
designed to resist quakes 
of up to eight on the 
Richter scale. 

A Jan. 10 quake struck 
rural villages northwest 
of here in Hebei 
province, killing 47 and 
leaving more than 44.000 
homeless. 

Seismological officials 
Jif the lime downplayed 
the possibility of a disas- 

wous quake hitting 
Beijing. 


7m Indians bathe in 
Gaines as pilgrimsge 
draws to close 



{^0sands 


HARDWAR, India 
' Almost seven millioa 
Hindu devotees crowded 
into the northern Indian 
city of Hardwar T\iesday 
for the climax of a festival 
touted as the world’s largest^ 
pilgrimage gathering. 

Wave after wave of wor- 
shippers made their way to 
the banks of the Ganges as 
the Mahakumbb festival, 
which began in January and 
is held here every 12 years, 
wound down. 

Police, meanwhile, were 
declaring the event a major 
logistical success following 
earlier fears of p^sible 
stampedes or violence 
between religious sects. 

Chief of police V.K. 
Gupta said: “Some 6.5 mil- 
lion people have already 
come and by the end of the 
day the figure is bound to 
go up higher. 

** “There is a continuous 
stream of humanity and 
there is a three kilometre 
road which is choked with 
people.” 

Huge crowds of devotees, 
chanting prayers, buried 
garlands and gems into the 
river, considered sacred by 
Hindus, before symbolical- 
ly washing away their sins. 

The closing act came as a 
congregation of 40,000 
holy men. most naked and 
sporting long matted hair 
and beards, bathed in the 
river to mark the end of the 
festival. 

Hardwar, in the foothills 
of the Himalayas, normally 
has a population of around 
300,0()0 people. More than 
10 millioo people have con- 
veiged on the city since 
Monday. Massive tent 
encampments were set up 
to cope with the influx. 

Police said at the start of 
the week that tiiey were 
determined to avoid a 
repeat of previous festival 
tragedies. 

Around 30 people were 
crushed to death in 1986,'* 
while hundreds were killed 
in a stampede when me fes- 
tival was held in 1954 In the 
northern toxvn of 
Allahabad. The authorities 
have often been accused of 


making littie effort to safe- 
guard the pilgrims. 

Such fears were brought 
into focus after at least 118 
Muslim pilgrims died in a 
stampede during a pilgrim- 
age to Mecca last xveek. 

But the police's only real 
problem in die final days of 
the Mahakumbb came 
when a row escalated 
between rival sects of holy 
men or “sadhus”, many of 
them known for their 
aggnsssix'e behaxdour, over 
hafhing areas and timings 
Chief (»ganiser J.p. 
Sharma. who responded by 
banning the sects' religious 
processions down to the 
Ganges, relented after the 
groups, most of them fiom 
remote Himalayan regions, 
and committed to poverty 
and the search for enlight- 
enment. pledged to avoid 
violence. 

"The Hindu holy men 
wanted the procession to be 
taken out in naditional 
glory and style and we have 
agreed.” Mr. Sharma said. 

The authorities, however, 
took no chances, witii 
around 6.000 police accom- 
panying each of the reli- 
gious processions down to 
the river. In all, around 
25,000 police and paramili- 
taries were on du^. 

Tuesday's bathing took 
place in 27 areas spread 
over a radius of 12.5 kilo- 
metres from the main 
bathing platform in Har Ke 
Pouri (Stairs of the Gods). 

Massive queues of people 
Tuesday edged through the 
crowded in soaring temper- 
atures on their way to the 
edge of the Ganges. Hindus 
believe the holy river will 
help them wash away their 
sins. 

This year’s celebrations 
in the city, some 175 kilo- 
metres north of New Delhi 
in the northern state of 
Uttar Pradesh, have beat 
termed the most, sacred 
since they are the last this 
centuzy. 

Last month in Hardwar 
ISO holy men were hurt, 
with some reports indicat- 
ing 10 deaths, after clashes 
between sects. 
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Australia to 
crack down on 
Asian sex slaves 
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CANBERRA (AFP) — An 
escalation in the number of 
Asian women working in 
Australian brothels 

prompted the government 
Tuesday to initiate a crack- 
down on organisers of the 
burgeoning sex slave trade. 

“'We ne^ legislation that 
targets the trackers that 
recrtiit. organise and profit 
from those engaged in 
prostitution in slave-like 
conditions," Justice 

Minister Amanda Vanstone 
said in a background paper 
on the problem. 

She said there had been a 
noticeable increase in the 
number of mostly .Asian 
women working, in virtual 
slavery, in legal and illegal 
brothels, o&n lured to 
Australia on the pretence of 
gaining legitimate jobs. 

Existing laws had proven 
ineffective in curbing die 
trade, she said. 

Immigration department 
figures showed 54 people 
were deported for working 
illegally in brothels in 
1996-97. 

In the seven months to 
January, 67 were deported 
for the same offence. 

The issue is to be dis- 
cussed Friday at a meeting 
of attomeys-general in 
Perth. 

Ms. Vanstone said the 
movement of women was 
arranged by international 
crime syndicates, some 
with links to the drug trade. 

It was highly organised 
and used sophisticated 
intemational networks of 
procurers, document forg- 
ers aiui providers, escorts, 
organisers, financiers, cor- 
rupt officials and brothel 
operators. 


“The high profit poten- 
tial, combined with the dif- 
ficulty of detection and 
comparatively low penal- 
ties from nrnsM^ution. has 
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ties from prosecution, has 
resulted in an increase in 
the number of 
engaged in these 
ties." she said. biJ 

Although some women 
enter Australia to work in 
the sex industry, others 
come on the promise of *^ 
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jobs in restaurants, night- 
clubs or as nannies. 

Organisers can exploit Ainj •‘.•*ui. 
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demanding repayment of r..| 
debts as high as 50,000 •' 
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There have been claims 


women have had to *‘*iJii. 

service 500 men to I'wrilH*’' 

their debt. ' 

Others have complained 
of long shifts, limited food ■' 

and medical care, no free- r^. '"“'**•■ 
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cash flow of up 
lion a week, most going 
orgamsers overseas. « to 

^ As well the tratte.jiojj,' 
involved breaches of imnn- " 
gration law. 
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World News 


Thousands 

of 

Indonesian 
students 
call on 
Suharto to 
step down 
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PADANG. Indonesia 
(AFP) — Thousands of 
Indonesian students 
Tuesday held a mass rally 
here to demand the resigna- 
tion of President ‘ Suharto 
over the countiy*s crippling 
economic crisis. 

Some 5,000 banner-wav- 
ing students rallied at 
An dal as University in West 
Sumatra province to 
demand an emergency ses- 
sion of parliament to 
impeach Mn Suharto, 76, 
now sertdng bis seventh 
five-year term in ofiGce. 

‘'Suharto mast step 
down” was the slogan on 
one of the posters. 

“The economic crisis has 
reached a crtrical level and 
the ones responsible for the 
situation are in Suharto's 
government,*' said 

RabmatuUafa fiom the cam- 
pus in Padang, the capital 
of West Sumatra. 

Smdents fiom eight state 
and private universities in 
the province joined the 
rally which was closely 
watched by security forces. 

The students larer dis- 
persed peacefully. 

'There is a particular 
need for cultural reforma- 
tion. espedally ^ven that 
Indonesia is regarded as the 
most corrupt nation in the 
wodd after Brazil and 
Mexico.” said rally coordi- 
nator Agusmaadoni. 

Students around ±e 
countiy have kept up their 
pressure on the government 
. auicetiie'end.df February, 
.jvith the most violent inci-^ 
dent laking'place when IS 
students and five police- 
men were injured in a clash 
two weeks ago at a univer- 
sity in the central Java town 
ofYogyakarta. 

The minister of education 
has since ttaoned all “prac- 
tical politics” on can^jus or 
any attempts to influence 
the politick decision-mak- 
ing process. 

The demonstrating stu- 
dents have rejected the ban 
and called on the govern- 
ment and the military to 
respect their right to free 
speech. 
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Austrian sex 
scandal 
cardinal asks 
forgiveness 


VIENNA (AFP) — 
Hardinal Hans Herm ann 
Groer. a former archbishop 
of Vienna accused of sexu- 
ally abusing young , clergy 
in his charge, asked for for- 
giveness Tuesday. 

Car dinal Groer, archbish- 
op of ^^enna from 1986 to 
1995. faces charges that he 
sexually molest^ a num- 
ber of people, including a 
priest, in the 1960s and 70s 
when he was a monk at 
Goeicweig, some 50 kilo- 
metres west of Vienna. 

“I ask for the foii^veuess 
of God and of men if 1 have 
brought guilt upon myself' 
said the 78-year-old cardi- 
nal in a statement Teleased 
by the Vatican's mission in 
Vienna. 

Cardinal Groer said there 
had “been a large number 
of mistaken statements 
about me over the last tiiree 
years,” Ixit said be was “of 
course willing to re^nd 
to a request by the Holy 
Father to give up the activ- 
ities ! have had until now ” 

A church source said 
Cardinal Groer had not 
been asked to renounce his 
position as a cardinal, 
.aldiough be may have to 
leave his church lodgings. 

The Groer affair has 
rocked- the Austrian 
Catholic church since alle- 
gations against hi™ resur- 
faced in lamiary. 



P^ocratic Party Chairman Martin Lee (second left) and Vice-Chairman Yeung Sum 
(second right) flash victory signs with party members Chan Kwok-Leung (left) and 
Yuen Bon-Keung as they register as candidates to run in Hong Kong's Legis^tive 
Council election (Peuters photo) 

Hong Kong democrat Lee 
steps into election fray 


HONG KONG (R) — 
Hong Kong's champion of 
democracy, Martin Lee. 
Ihesday registered for the 
territory's first legislative 
election under Chinese 
rule, but branded the polls 
unf^, confusing and anti- 
democratic. 

“Up to now the govern- 
ment has not succeeded In 
promoting the election.” 
Mr. Lee told r^ners as he 
filed his candidacy for the 
Hong Kong island con- 
stituency. 

“The new electoral 
arrangements are very con- 
fusing.” he said of the leg- 
islative council election 
that culminates on May 24. 

Polls suggest only 35 per 
cent of 2.8 million eligible 
voters will cast b^lois 
because of confusion and 
disenchantment over 
changes made since Britain 
handed Hong Kopg back to 
China last . July an^ 156 
years of coloni^ rule. 

Under the new system, 
only one-third of die 60 
seats will be rerumed by 
geogr^hical constituen- 
cies in democratic ballot- ' 
ing by the general public. 

Thirty will be ]^]ed by 
“functional constituen- 
cies", which effectively 


means voting by compa- 
nies and pr^essionol 
groups. 

The remaining 10 seats 
will be chosen by an 8(K)- 
member committee domi- 
nated by pro-Beijing busi- 
nessmen and politicfans. 

Although enthusiasm for 
the May 24 polls is low, 
opinion polls have shown 
Mr. Lee's popular democ- 
ratic parry and its allies 
will win 65 to 70 per cent 
of the 20 seats in the demo- 
cratic portion of the elec- 
tioru 

Pro-Beijing political par- 
ties. who have sat in an 
uneiecied interim legisla- 
ture since the change in 
sovereignty and who bene- 
fit from the changed elec- 
tion rules, blasted the 
democrats as they launched 
their campaign. 

Monday. Tsang Yok- 
■Sing, leader of the 
Democratic Alliance for 
’“tfie ^e'aemient of “Hong' 
Kon|, accused “some 
poliocians'' of taking 
' advantage of people's mis- 
trust of China and of acting 
as prophets of doom in a 
bid to win popular support. 

“They made hair-raising 
remark during the 1995 
elections, asking people 


not to trust the Chinese 
government's promise of 
‘one country, two sys- 
tems',” Mr. Tsang said. 

“They said if democratic 
warriors like them were not 
elected. Hong Kong would 
be controlled by Beijing 
after the handover, and 
democracy, human rights, 
freedom and fair elections 
would vanish. 

"After some of them 
joined the legislative coun- 
cil, they did nothing con- 
structive or concrete or 
helpful to electors' prob- 
lems, but kept repeating 
their gloomy chorus.” he 
said. 

Mr. Tsang's remarks 
were a sharp attack on Mr. 
Lee, who has also been 
scolded by Hong Kong's 
China-appointed leader. 
Tting Chee-Hwa. for "bad- 
mouthing” the territory. 

Mr. Lee is Hong Kong’s 
most popular politician 
because of his outspoken 
criticism of Tung and 
Communist-ruled Beijing. 

He is seen os a beacon of 
democracy and de facto 
opposition leader. Hong 
Kong's 6.6 million people 
have never had a chance to 
elect a leader directly. 


WFP to appeal for 
food aid for Indonesia 


TOKYO (R) — The World 
Food Pro^amme fWFP) will 
appeal before the end of dus 
monlfa foe about two milli on 
tonnes of food aid for 
Indonesia, WFP ExecudN'e 
Director Catherine Bertini 
said Tuesday. 

Ms. Benm said Indonetia 
would need 3.5 millicm tonnes 
of food to feed its people in 
the next 12 months and 
Jakarta would be able to pro- 
vide U millioD tonnes fom 
its own production. Ms. 
Bertini said. 

“We are now putting our 
plan together. Wi thin the next 
two wttks at the latest, it will 
be readme Ms. Bertini told 
Reuters in on interview in 
Tokyo. 

“We will ask for somewhere 
less than two million tonnes,” 
she said. 

In ihe international appeal, 
the WFP would also piofx>se 
“F(X)d for Wbiir for rehdl^- 
tation of farmers, food for 
pregnant women, in^ts, and 
breast-feeding women, she 
said. 

Ms. Bertini was in Tol^ on 


a two-day visit after winding 
up a four-day tour last week 
of frunine-strickeu North 
Korea. 

In a joint report released last 
week, the and the UJ'J. 
Fbod and Agricultural 
Oganisations (F;^) said 
Indonesia would face a 
“nsconT food deficit as a 
result of reduced harvests. 

The report said about 7.5 
million Indonesians in 15 
provinces could go through 
suute food shorties during 
the upcoming dry season. 

However, Ms. Bertini said 
that'while the shrxt-tenn food 
outlook was bleak, she was 
optimistic Indonesia could 
return to srif-sufi'iciency with-, 
in a few years. 

Tt shouldn't be a long term 
issue. But it dq)ends in part 
on the weather ^ also clear- 
ly on the stare of the 
Indonerian economy,” she 
said. 

“It's not a stnictural prob- 
lem that will be there for years 
to come. IJiey should be able 
to return to self suflSdency... 
in a few years, I hope.” 


Apart fiom the international 
app^, the U.N. food agency 
w’ould urge other countries to 
make food contributions 
through bilateral channels, 
Ms. Bertini .said 

Indonesia, a nation of 200 
millioa people, has been 
struggting to cope vntii a raft 
of economic problems trig- 
gered to a iaige extent by the 
more than 70 per cent plunge 
in the \'alue of the rupiah since 
July. 

Inflation has soared, trade 
has come to a near-standstill, 
most of the country's compa- 
nies are lechiucally baokrupt, 
and massive unemployment is 
likely. 

Ri^ ha\'e broken out in 
about two dozen towns as 
crowds, angered by the rise in 
prices of food looted and 
burned shops. At least five 
people ha>« been killed. 

Western gm'emmeuts have 
expressed roncem that tire 
unrest could spread to other 
parts of southeast Asia and 
have called on President 
Suharto to quickly son out the 
mess. 


German policeman surrenders after murder 


TRAUNSTEIN, Gerinany 
(AFP) — A German police- 
man who shot dead one man 
and seriously wounded a fel- 
low officer gave himself up 
lUesday, together with a 
hostage. 

The 32-year-old ofilicer, 
whose identity was not 
revealed, surrendered to 
police in the town of Piding in 
Bavaria. The host^e was 
unharmed 

. Monday evening, the police- 
man allegedly shot and killed 
a 2S-ycar>old man in Bad- 


Klosteriausniiz in eastern 
Germany. The victim had tried 
to intervene in a violent quar- 
rel between the officer and his 
ftxmer girlfriend 

The policeman fled in a 
BMW, only to find himself 
stopped at a random police 
checkpoint on the motorway 
linking Munich and the 
Austrian ciiy of Sal^jurg. 

Realising the car was 
mariced, he opened fire with- 
out w’aming on his fellow offi- 
cers — hitting one in the chest 
a pH arm — before swapping 


cars and speeding off. 

He later grabbed a 28-year- 
old hostage from the toilets at 
a motorway rest stop. 

The officer managed to 
cross the border and stayed in 
Salzburg for four hours, 
before returning to lading on 
the German side of the fron- 
tier. 

As he was driving a police 
car, police said they were able 
to remain in regular contact 
with the officer, and finally 
managed to convince him to 
turn himself in. 


Communist speaker of Russian 
lower house backs Kiriyenko 


MOSCOW f.AFP) — 
Gennady Seleznyov, the 
Communist speaker of the 
lower house State Duma, 
said Tuesday he supported 
the candidacy of Sergei 
Kiriyenko for prime minis- 
ter. Interfax reported. 

'The candidacy of Sergei 
Kiriyenko for the post of 
prime minister must be con- 
firmed,” Mr. Seleznyov told 
repoiters after a meeting 
with President Boris 
Yeltsin, who has insisted on 
Mr. Kiriyenko being con- 
finned as prime minister. 

Leftist parries in paiiia- 
meni previously insuucied 
their deputies to vote 
against Mr. Kiriyenko's 
candidacy. Mr. Seleznyov is 
seen as a moderate, though 
influential, figure in the 


Communist party leader- 
ship. 

Communist leader 

Gennady Zyuganov has 
argued that Yeltsin's 
renomination of Mr. 
Kiriyenko violates the coo- 
stimtion, and th^ the 35- 
year-old technocrai is too 
young and inexperienced to 
be prime minister. 

But Mr. Seleznyov said 
.Mr. Yeltsin was intent on 
sticking with his young pro- 
ieg£. and that parliament 
should not jeopardise its 
OW'D future by vetoing the 
candidate and risking disso- 
lution. 

“For me it is a thousand 
times more important to 
preserve the Duma and let it 
woik for its full consticu- 
tional mandate.” Mr. 


Seleznyov said. 

The Duma, which has 
scheduled a second vote on 
Mr. Kiriyenko's candidacy 
for Friday, faces dissolution 
and fresh parliamentary 
elections if it rejects the 
president's candidaie three 
times. 

Deputies voted by ) 86 
votes to 143 last Friday 
against Mr. Kiriyenko's 
candidacy. 

Mr. Seleznyov said Mr. 
Yeltsin “did not give any 
orders to dissolve the 
Duma, but said he would 
make use of his constitu- 
tional right,” if the Lower 
House of Parliament reject- 
ed Mr. Kiriyenko three 
times. 

Barring dissolution, par- 
liamentary elections are not 


due until December 1999. 

“I warned the president 
that the result of the second 
round vote might not be 
what he is expecting, but 
the president intends firmly 
to present Kiriyenko's can- 
didacy,” Mr. Seleznyov 
said. 

He added that Mr. 
Kiriyenko would take pro- 
poses by both houses of 
parliament into considera- 
tion when forming his gov- 
ernment and would “contin- 
ue talks with parliamentary 
groups up to Friday to reply 
to all questions left unan- 
swered after the first vote.” 

Mr. Yeltsin for his pan 
was satisfied wtiih h'ls t^ks 
with the parliament speaker, 
his spokesman Sergei 
Yastrzhembsky said. 


S. African 
foreign 
minister 
visits jaUed 
East 

Timorese 

leader 


JAKARTA (AFP) — 
Visiting South African 
Foreign Minister Alfried 
Nzo was believed to have 
met Tuesday with jailed 
East Timorese pro-indepen- 
dence leader Xanana 
Gusmao here. 

Mr. N»> arrived at 
Jakarta's Qpinang jail at a 
few minutes past 1:00 P.M. 
(0630 GMT) and left one 
hour lai«r, witnesses said. 
He made no comment to the 
press. 

Earlier Indonesian 
Fcneign Minister Ali Alatas 
told Jcnirnalists that be was 
to meet Tuesday “with 
Xanana Gusmao at the 
Qpinang jail.” 

Mr. Alatas. speaking after 
joining Mr. Nzo in talks 
with Indonesia's President 
Suhano, said Mr. Nzo bad 
come as a special envoy of 
South A^ctm le^r 
Nelson Mandela, who made 
the request in a personal let- 
ter Mr. Nzo delivered to Mr. 
Suharto. 

"I^ident Mandela asked 
in his letter, that Foreign 
Minister Nzo be given the 
opptxtunity to meet with 
Xanana Gusmao and we 
have already agreed.” Mr. 
Alatas said. 

Mr. Gusmao was jailed 
for life in May 1994 for 
pIcKting against the stare 
and iliegal possession of 
firearms. Mr. Suharto later 
commuted the sentence lo a 
20-year jail term. 

Until his 1992 arrest, Mr. 
Gusmao was the leader of 
the East Timor separatist 
movemeni, Fretilin, which 
has been fighting the 
Indonesian presence there 
since the area was invaded 
in 1975 and annexed a year 
larer. 

Mr. Mandela last year 
pledged help in nraching a 
solution to the East Timor 
situation. Mr. Nzo said, 
strewing any assistance 
would remain within the 

conrexr of a UJ^. initiative 
already underway. 

In July last year after a 
virii widi Mr, Gusmao, Mr. 
Mandela called for the 
resistance leader's release, 
saying it was an essential 
st^ In resolving the conflict 
in the fonner Portuguese 
colony'. Lisbon severed ties 
with Jakarta shortly after 
Indonesia sent its troops 
into East Timor. - 
The United Nations, 
which still views Lisbon as 
the administrator of East 
Timor, has since 1983 spon- 
sored calks between 
Indonesia and Portugal 
aimed at reaching a peace- 
ful settlement in the dispute. 

Mr. Nk> said Mr. SuWto 
had briefed him on the 
progress of the UJ^.-spon- 
sor^ talks. The South 
African minister is sebed- 
ulaJ to leave Indonesia for 
Singapore later Tuesday. 


Yeltsin to challenge war booty law 


MOSCOW (AFP) — 
President Boris Yeltsin 
warned Tuesday he would 
challenge a law char bans the 
return to Germany of cultural 
treasures looted by wartime 
Soviet forces, de^te being 
ordered to sign the controver- 
sial legislation by Russia's 

tOpCOUTL 

.Mr. Yeltsin vowed he would 
not scrap his plans to return 
the priceless ‘trophy art” pil- 
lag^ at the end of World War 
n, despite being ordered last 
week bv' the Constitutional 
Court to sign the trophy art 
bill into bw. 

The Russian president said 
he had yet to the court's 
instiuctioo and sign the law, 
which forbids the return of all 
cultural treasures pillaged by 
the Red Army, and stressed 
ibac he planned to appeal to 
the top court to challenge the 
substance and legality of the 
parliamemaiy bill. 

The law has not yec been 
signed.” Mr. Yeltsin told jour- 
nalists before talks with bis 
Acting Rxeign Minister 
Yevgeny Piimatov. 

‘1 have piepai^ and will 
sign K)day a petition to the 
Constitutional Court ques- 
tioning bow we can under- 
stand its ruling when there 
were so many serious mis- 
takes” when the war boo^ 
law was originally passed in 
parliament, Mr. Yeltsin said. 

The Constitutional Court 


has not examined the sub- 
stance of this law'. It has only 
looked at its form,” Mr. 
Yeltsin added. 

Mr. Yeltsin's spokesman 
Sergei Yastrzhembsky added 
that the president would 
undoubtedly sign the trophy 
art hill as required by the 
court, but would then take up 
his challenge over the sul^ 
stance and legality of tte law, 
Interfax repoited. 

Failure to sign the bw 
would amount to a challenge 
to the autiiority of ffie 
supreme Russian court insti- 
tuted by Mr. Yeltsin's own 
1993-vintage constitution. 

Parliament moved to pass 
the trophy art bill to prevent 
the return of all cultiu^ trea- 
sures brought to the Soviet 
Union during World War II. 
‘^vhoever their current own- 
ers may be or whatever the 
ciicumsiances under which 
they were acquired.” 

Mindful of the damage it 
would cause to Russia's 
flet^ting partnership widr 
Germany. Mr. Yeltsin vetoed 
the bill, but parliament sum- 
moned enouj^ votes to over- 
ride his veto in a vote in April 
1997. 

Mr. Yeltrin has continued to 
contest the legislation, how- 
ever, arguing that d^udes 
violated voting procedures by 
resorting to postal votes in 
order to override his veto. 

The Constitutional Court 


stepped into the row between 
president and parliament by 
ordering Mr. Yeltsin to rign 
the bill, arguing that as parlia- 
ment bad overridden his veto 
to pass the legislation, he 
ccMild not procrastinate fur- 
ther. 

The original trophy art bill 
bans “illegal expmi of this 
Russian property” and con- 
siders the goods “compensa- 
tion for the ^^a^nagp caused to 
the cultural heritage” of the 
Soviet Union during the war 
against Nazi Germany. 

The booty includes 
3(X),000 works of art, includ- 
ing the famed Priam's 
Treasure excavated in 1873 
from the presumed site of the 
ancient ci^ of Troy, two mil- 
lion books and thr^ kilome- 
tres of archives. 

After insisting for decades 
that there were no plundered 
artworks in Kremlin cellars 
or the vaults of Russian 
museums, the countiy has 
been gradually bringing the 
treasures R> Ught in recent 
years. 

Paintings by Renoir, 
Man^ van Gog^ Degas and 
Gauguin have all turned up in 
exhibitions in Saint 
Petersburg and Moscow, and 
Priam’s Treasure has been 
given a room in Moscow's 
Pushkin Museum. 


Taleban welcome senior 
U.S. envoy’s Afghan visit 


KABUL (AFP) — The 
Taleban militia Tuesday wel- 
comed U.S. special envoy 
Bill Richardson's fortbeom- 
ing visit to Afghanistan, say- 
ing it would help restore the 
war-ravaged country's links 
with the outside world. 

Mr. Richardson, 

Washington's ambassador to 
the United Nations, is due 
here Friday for a one-day 
visit which will include talks 
with the Taleban 's rivals in 
the Dortbem cities of 
Faizabad and Shibeigha. 

“We believ'e this trip is sig- 
nificant.'' a Talebw 
spokesmaru MuUa Wakil 
Ahmad MutawakeL told 
AFP. 

“We hope the trip has a 
positive role in settiing the 


Afghan issue and also in 
restoring Afghanistan's rela- 
tioDS with the outside world,” 
he said by telephone from the 
religious militia’s headquar- 
ters in southern Afghanistan. 

Accompanied % senior 
U.S. officials, Mr. 
Richardson will press the 
Taleban militia, which holds 
two-thirds'of the counuy and 
the coital Kabul, arid the 
opposition forces which con- 
trol several northern 
provinces, to initiate a dia- 
logue to end bloodshed. 

He Is also expected to dis- 
cuss the human rights situa- 
tion, particularly restrictions 
on women mcnoduced by the 
Taleban and obstacles to 
United Nations aid opera- 
tions in Afghanistan. 


Mr. Mutawakel did not say 
what message Mr. 
Richardson, the first senior 
U.S. official to visit 
Afghanistan in 20 years, was 
bringing for the Afghan peo- 
ple. 

The Taleban had not yet 
been given an official list of 
items to be raised in the talks, 
the spokesman said, although 
he ^lieved the issues of 
women and education would 
be on the agenda. 

The visit has raised hopes 
here .the United States might 
embark on a direct role in 
fostering peace in 
Afghanistan, after interest in 
the country waned foUowing 
the pullout of the former 
Soviet forces in 1988. 


U.N. faults France, Switzerland, 
Brunei over asylum seekers 


GENEVA (AFP) — The 
U.N. High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR) 
criticised France, 

Switzeriand and Brunei 
Tuesday for haodingrover to 
Malaysian police 27 
Indonesians seeking asylum 
in Aeir emb^ies. 

They could have waited a 
little longer since these peo- 
ple need to be heard” so as 
to detennine whether they 
are valid political refugees, 
said UNHCR spokesman 
Kris Janowski. 

The French. Swiss and 
Brunei embassies in Kuala 
Lumpur handed over the 28 
asylum seekers Friday — a 
week after ihev climbed 


into the mission compounds 
in a bid to avoid deporta- 
tion. 

All the illegal immigrants 
were from Aceh province in 
north Sumatra to the west of 
peninsular Malaysia. 

They ai^ed that they 
faced reprisals back home 
because of a low-level sepa- 
ratist campaign which has 
rumbled on in the province 
since the 1970s. 

Another 22 immigrants 
who took refuge m the U.S. 
embassy and the U7W(3R 
compound in the Malaysian 
coital were still waiting for 
their fate to be decided 
Tuesday. 

The UNHCR and the 


United States are seeking to 
detennine if the immigrants 
genuinely face politick per- 
secution or are just econom- 
ic refugees. 

Mr. Janowski said the 
UNHCR had not been con- 
sulted by the three 
embassies who decided to 
hand the Indonesians over 
to the police. 

The UNHCR has 
expressed concern because 
Malaysian police last year 
failed to respect an agree- 
ment not to expel 
Indonesians who had 
sought refuge in the Swiss 
and Dutch embassies. Some 
had been deponed, the 
spokesman said. 
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Points for points system 


THE TRAFFIC Depiartment will as of today 
apply its newly-intit>duced points system, 
which it hopes will r^uce the nomber of road 
accidents and traffic-related fatalities and 
iiyuries. When enforced it is hoped that the 
new procedure will help end the carnage on 
our roads and highways. The system envis- 
ages the opening of a file for each driver in 
which his or her traffic violations will be duly 
recorded. If and when a certain driver accu- 
mulates 11 violations over a two-year period^ 
he or she will have to go to a driving school to 
learn more about safer and more courteous 
driving habits. If a given driver’s points go up 
to 12 thereafter, his or her drivii^ licence will 
be suspended for a duration of two months, 
and for four montlts if the points increase to 
16. six months if the points climb up to 20, 
and one year when the points reach 24. 

This is all well and good and may indeed 
promise a new order on our roads and high- 
ways. The sticking point, however, is that 
major traffic riolations escape detection 
because traffic police do not seem to care 
except for some contraventions. We would 
like to ask about the number of tickets given I 
to people who have ignored stop signs during 
the past five years, for example. The same 
goes for drivers who make wrong turns or 
change lanes in a hazardous manner. As for 
driyere respect for 

pedestrians. poUd )tiave''d fair demonstirated 
no sympathy for the latter.u.:Driver^wUd^ 
ignore basic safety standards for occupants of 
the car are driving, like the use of safety belts 
for children, never get stopped for traffic vio- 
lation citations. As for the vehicles that emit 
dangerous fumes all around, we have never 
seen one such car, truck or bus stopped for 
even a warning. So what is the sense of dish- 
ing out points to drivers if the serious viola- 
tions never get noticed, much less prosecnted? 

We have to get more serious with this chron- 
ic crisis on our roadways by educating the 
traffic personnel on where and how to chan- 
nel their campaigns. Speeding and illegal 
parking seem to be the only two traffic viola- 
tions that attract their attention. It is high 
time that our authorities broaden their hori- 
zons so that the most serious violations are 
recorded and dealt within in a meaningful 
way. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AI Arab A1 Yawn's Daoud Qameh criticised the 
Vatican over its open bias towards the Jews citing the 
Pope's sermon on Good Friday as a clear sign of sup- 
port for and a vindication of the Jew's actions through- 
out history. The writer said the Pope told the congrega- 
tion that the Jews are not alone responsible for the cru- 
cifixion of Jesus but rather all C^stian people. The 
Pope who absolved the Jews of Christ's death and who 
blamed the Christians for the Nazi crimes and the 
Holocaust is expressing sympathy towards the Jews but 
not the Palestinian Christians who are constantly perse- 
cuted at the hands of the Jews in Palestine, said the 
writer, llie Vatican has ho right to distort history and 
change the facts, blaming the Christians for the mas- 
sacres allegedly commined against the Jews, he said. 
Recent tes^ch has pro'^d thk the Zioiusts have been 
instnimentaJ in the massacres committed in Europe 
against the Jews with the purpose of forcing them to 
emigrate to Palestine, according to the writer. He said 
the European Jews living in Palestine are not Semites 
but are persecuting the Arab Semites both Christians 
and Muslims. He said the Pope should not forget the 
suffering of the Palestinian people and should not mm 
a blind eye to Israel's atrocities. 


Al RaM’s Sultan Al Hattab reflected on the recent 
crimes committed in Jordan saying that they are dis- 
torting the country's image of being an oasis of securi- 
ty and stability amidst a turbulent region. The writer 
JorxlanJan society is duty bound to provide the 
securin' services with the means and the power to deal 
with such crimes as those committed in Shmeisani and 
Rabieh districts. The budgets available to the security 
iDsdmtions are not su^cient to allow them to acquire 
sophisticated equipment enabling them to deal with 
complex crimes or to deter criminals, according to the 
writer. He said it is time for the country to help the 
police to try to abort crimes or at least deal effectively 
and promptly with their consequences in an age where 
criminals have become experts and have access to 
sophisticated weapons. The writer said the police 
authorities should be helped by the public and through 
the acquisition of modern technological equipment to 
ensure social defence and protect society from crimi- 
nals. 


By Dr. James Zog% 


Washington Watch ■ ' ' - 

Zionist Organisation of America seeks 


to deny Deir Yassin massacre 


THIS IS an article I never thought I would have to write. 
Fifty years after the Zionist terrorist groups li^n and 
Lehl (Stem Gang) commiaed a massacre in the Arab vil- 
lage of Deir Yassin, the president of the Zionist 
OiganisatioD of America (ZOA), Morton Klein, is w*aging 
a campaign in the United States denying that a massacre 
took place. Not unlike the historical revisionists who deny 
the Holocaust. Klein's work “Deir Yassin: History of a 
Lie." has the appearance of scholarship. It is heavily foot- 
noted. and d<xumented ukI relentlessly plods through 
every quote and claim made about the events at Deir 
Yassin. Klein's methods are siiiular to the Holocaust 
dealers. He uses half quotes, specious arguments and ad 
hominera attacks in an effort to confound an ordinary 
reader. He admits what cannot be denied, but minimis^ 
its importance. In the end he claims that Deir Yassin was 
only a minor Ixjt necessary skirmish. It was fought, Klein 
says, to eliminate a hostile Arab presence that was threat- 
ening to the Jews of Jerusalem. And its reality, he says, 
was distorted by a combination of Arab propagandists. 
Jewish establishment enemies of the Stem and Irgun 
Gangs, Jewish lefdsts and the exaggerated boasting of 
those who were there (whom, he says, only made tiieir 
claims as a part of their psychological propaganda cam- 
paign against the Arabs). 

Klein's purpose is larger, of course, than the discredit- 
ing of Deir Yassin. He and his movement seek to rewrite 
history by eliminating from its record one of Zionism's 
more odious events. Klein knows that the terrorism at 
Deir Yassin did not stand-alone. As modem Israeli histo- 
rians now acknowledge (and as Arabs have always 
known). Deir Yassin was but one piece of a concentrated 
Zionist strategy to terrorise Arabs in order to expel them 
on the way to rtepopulatiag their Ullages in order to either 
repopulate them with new Jewish immigrants or to erase 
them from the map. All this would be frightening enough 
if Klein were merely a liar and a one who deliberately dis- 
torts facts. 

But the reality is even more frightening. He is a fanatic 
true believer for whom Zionism can do no wrong. And 
Klein is not alone. He beatk an organisation, w^ch he 
has effectively used, to intimidate opponents. By preying 
on fear. Klein has silenced foes in the media, in politics 
and even within the Jewish community. He has. over the 
past decade won minor battles, forcing newsp^rs to 
change maps, forcing Jewish oiganisations to dis-invite 


speakeK. fcxcing politicians to change their votes. Now 
it tmpears he has trained his guns on a major campaign m 
erase a massacre from history and intimidate those who 
would resist. That IQem's efforts must be combated goes 
without sayin g . If his campaign accelerates unaMwered, 
he will win, anri politicians, the media and even historis^ 
may coRie tt) question either the feet that a massacre did 
occur at Deir Yassin or that it was an imiwrtant compo- 
nent in the effort to terrorise some ^estinians unto liv- 
ing their homes. In context, it is important to note that 
a <niall but potentially important effort is under way to 

defend history. ... 

“Deir Yassin Remembered" is a new orgamsaoon dedi- 
caied to preserving the memory of that outrage by pub- 
lishing raateriais. both documentary and comraentaiy, and 
by constructing a monument to the massacre in the place 
where the village of Deir Yassin once stood. The founder 
of “Deir Yassin Remembered," Dan McGowan, a profes- 
sor ai Hcrt>an College in New York, was a guest on my 
ANA wceklv call-in television show “A Capital View." 
Not cmly did we haw the opportunity to commemorate 
the massacre and discuss the work of the committee, but 
the programme also provided several survivors the 
opportunity to call-in and share their memories with our 
nation-witte audience. 

One caller had been a young girl at the time of the mas- 
sacre. She described in harrowing detail what she saw 
and survived. Ifer grandmother, uncle and two-and-a- 
balf-year-old brother were killed: the rest of her family 
was forced to flee. Another, a male nurse, recalled seemg 
survivors, prisoners of war. paraded through Jewish 
neighbouiiioods in Jerusalem. Still another caller report- 
ed how these same prisoners were taken to a quany out- 
side of the village and shot in cold blood. 

Beginning next month Arab American organisations 
will take the campaign one step further. A huge quilt has 
been created with one large band-embroidered patch for 
each of tite 418 Palestinian villages destroyed by Israel 
since 1948. The 'X^uilt Project" will travel t^ughout the 
month of May across the United States. It will be greet- 
ed by rallies and events in major U.S. cities. This e&rt to 
remember and defend our past is a vital component to the 
struggle to create justice in the frinire. 

The ZOA effort m deny and rewrite history is a contin- 
uation of the Zionist campaign to deny not only justice to 
the Pdestinians, but their very history and existence as 


W0LI 

Deir Yassin was a massacre, ttiere are too many m-- 
nesses, Arab, Jewish, and European to deny that fart. Bm 
it was more than that; it was a dcliberaie act of tenoririn 
with a clear poUtical objective. It was c^lj^ 
After the massacre, Haganah sound trucks drove onxm^ 
Arab areas warning “unless you leave your homes, die 
fate of Deir Yassin will be your fete.” As Menacfaem 
Begin himself declared in the The Revolt, “Arabs 
throughout the country, induced to beliwe wild tales of 
‘Iigun butchery’ were seized with limitless panic a^ 
started to flee for their lives. This mass flight soon devel- 
oped into a maddened, uncoQiiolled stampede. Of the 
almost 800,000 who lived on the present toritoty of the 
State of only some 165,000 are still there. 

The political and economic significance of tiiis deveL^ 
meet can hardly be overestimated." It was an offensive 
/♦ampaign to couquer Arab land and depopulate (now 
called “ethnic cleansing") Arab villages. Noted David 
Ben Gurion in his Rebirth and Destiny of Israel, “Until 
the British left (May 15, 1948) no Jewish setdement, 
however remote, was entered or seized by Arabs, 
while the Haganah.. .captured many Arab positioos and 
liberated Tiberia, and Haifa, Jaffe, and Safed.... So on dM 
day of destiny, that part of Palestine wboe the Haganah 
could operate was almost clear of Arabs.” Add to diis, the 
of Ylctibak Rabin that he csdeied the forced 
expulsion of 40,000 Arabs frxHn the Palestinian village of 
Lydda. Said Rabin.’The inhab itants of Lydda must be 
expelled quickly without attention to ^...implement 
immediately." The same has been admitted by Yigsl 
AUon, who headed the Palmach, His goal, he wrote was 
“the need to clean die upper Galilee of Arabs." His tactic 
was to use fear and terror to force Arabs to flee. Forced 
expulsion and terrorism defined the Palestinian exodus of 
700,000. F-thnie cleansing and erasing villages defined 
the formation of the Jewish state in 1948. Tliis we have 
always known. This some Israelis now admiL And this is 
what Klein and his Likud cohorts now seek to deny. Fi% 
years later in the midst of a dying peace process, fee ZOA 
seeks to deny and intimidate others into denying feese 
historic fects so as to continue to deny justice to the 
Palestinians in their ancestral homeland. To demand jus- 
tice, we must defend fee past 
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By George S, Hisbmefa 
Special to the' Jordan Times 


WASHINGTON — Whether it is 
explaining circumstances of Palestinian 
dispossession during the “Israel-at-50" 
anniversary celebrations here or attempt- 
ing to establish a school feat teaches 
Islam and Arabic. Arab-Americans and 
their supporters encounter seemingly 
insurmountable hurdles but, with titanic 
perseverance, the rewards could be 
sometimes heady. 

Two cases in point were illustrated in 
the Washington area this month; fee first 
exposing fee massacre 50 years ago by 
Zionist terrorists of Palestinian villagers 
on the outskirts of Jerusalem, and the 
second dealing with fee attempt of fee 
Islamic Saudi Academy, a 13-year-old 
kindergarten-to-higb school institution 
here, to relocate into the Washington 
suburbs. 

in the first, the Zionist Organisation of 
American went on the offensive and dis- 
tributed a brochure earlier this month in 
which its national president. Morton A. 
Klein, decried “the lie of the Deir Yassin 


'massacre'" 

Similarly, bigots in American society 
did their utmost to stop the expansion of 
a Saudi-sponsored school for 1200 stu- 
dents which has been accredited by the 
State of Virginia. They succeeded the 
first time. But when the academy chose 
another site the detractors were unsuc- 
cessful despite the long protracted fight. 

The vote, in favour of the new location 
in Loudoun County by the Board of 
Supervisors, was 7-2. 

Both issues were featured on the pages 
of the Washington Post this month. In 
fee case of Deir Yassin, a student organ- 
isation at Georgetown University called 
the Arab Club, managed to place a full- 
page advertisement which minced no 
words about how “two underground 
militias entered (on April 9. 1948) a 
sleeping village and massacred over 1(X) 
men. women and children” and then 
loaded onto trucks 25 male villagers who 
were shot to death at a stone quarry after 
parading them through the Jewish sec- 
tions of Jerusalem. 

The unprecedented advertisement con- 
tinued in blunt language: Deir Yassin 
was thus “wiped off (he map. and the Yad 
Veshem Holocaust Memorial was built 
across from fee site of the massacre." 
The state of Israel was bom “on the ruins 
of Palestinian villages and the remnants 
of Palestinian lives." 

In graphic detail, the student ad main- 
tained: “The massacre of Deir Yassin at 
fee hands of Zionist militias is forever 
etched in the collective memory of the 
Palestinian people, a tragic link in a con- 
tinuous chain of dispossession. Between 
1947 and 1949. 41S Palestinian villages 
were destroyed. Over 750,000 people 
were forced" to flee from their homes. 
These people became fee Palestinian 
refugees — four million today — with- 
out a name, without a face, without a 
home, wifeout a country." 


. A, call for. “repentance" was urged 
the Arab Club, whose stuBent member- 
ship is now anlicipacing an inquiry from 
the university admmistration.^aiticular- 
ly over how they raised S22.500 for the 
advertisement, which is about half the 
average rate of a similar advertisement. 

Vice President Al Gore and "all those 
who are going to Israel to celebrate its 
fiftieth anniversary" were urged “to 
remember, as they celebrate, fee haunt- 
ing memory and the restless souls of the 
victims of Deir Yassin. The U.S. 
Holocaust Memorial Museum was asked 
“to commemorate the ethnic cleansing 
perpetrated against fee Palestinian peo- 
ple.” 

Several Arab-American leaders were 
pleased that the Post carried the adver- 
tisement although fee students were, typ- 
ically. subjected to a probing inquiry by 
the Post about fee authenticity of the 
account and the quotations attributed to 
former Israeli Defence Minister Moshe 
Dayan and Jewish philosopher Manin 
Buber. 

Khalil Jahshan. president of the 
National Association of Arab- 
Americans. conceded that fee publica- 
tion of the advertisement created a sen- 
sation but. he continued, “there w*as no 
controversy about its comenis." 

He recalled feat Arab-American groups 
usually “go through hell to prove" to the 
advertising departments the accuracy of 
the contents. "They [fee newspapers] 
are petrified to go wife a 'pro-Arab' ad 
or one that is critical of Israel ... to avoid 
any clash with the Jewish community 
because usually the repercussions have 
commercial significance." 

Sometimes, he continued, “they sur- 
prise us." 

Other leaders who spoke on condition 
of anonymity, explained feat oftentimes 
the .Arab-American community is not 
sufficiently daring to pursue its griev- 
ances. But. more importantly fee com- 
inudity does not have the funds to sus- 
tain an effective advertising campaign. 

The case of the Islamic Saudi .Academy 
and its battle wife its die-hard opponents 
was the cover story of the Post's maga- 
zine last Sunday. In fact, the syoipathet- 
ic article which ran over several pages, 
reported feat there are 30 mosques in the 
Washington area. 

There have been struggles with diversi- 
ty in the Washington suburbs, especially 
in some long-insulated towns nearby, the 
Post reported, it mentioned that five 
years ago a Racial Harmony Committee 
was formed in one town as a result of 
racial clashes in school and in the hope 
to turning diversity' into an as.set. 

Anthony Nozzoli. a consultant hired by 
fee Embassy of Saudi Arabia in 
Washington lo oversee fee project, said 
in an interview that he was impressed 
that the Saudi school had won fee sup- 
port of both the Jewish community and 
all the churches feere except fee one 
where fee pastor said he was against the < 
project because of the way Christians are I 
treated in Saudi Arabia. I 


Tb.the editor: 
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I AM writing this letter to congratulate 
Ms. Amy Heuderson on her article. 
Travel agents open fire on transporta- 
tion companies," (Jordan Times, April 
13. 1998) and to thank her for such an 
excellent piece of investigative leportiog. 
1 am sure that this article will prove veiy 
useful, not only to students of economics 
like myself but to consumers and market 
players nationwide. 

Some of fee statements obtained by 
Ms. Henderson from market operators 
will be extremely faelpftil in fighting 
monopolistic practices in Jordan in fee 
coming monfes. especially after fee 
Draft Antitrust Law is ratified by 
Parliament, which should be soon. 
Furthermore, the article will prove to be 
educational when, in fee next weeks, 
both fee operator and regulator become 


more aicquatoted wife. qhtj.tig^| le^^a^j 

Unfortunately, in the absence of such 
legislation, fee collusive (caitei-like) 
behaviour of fee bus companies remains 
legal, thus causing barm to fee tourism 
industry as a whole. One disadvantage 
of not having an antitrust law is thrt 
many of feese monopolistic cases go 
unreported or are not archived which is 
another reason for making Ms. 
Henderson’s article a winner. 

I would also like to add that the most 
famous cases of antitrust legislation in 
fee U.S. were in the area of transporta- 
tion and applied n> situations feat were 
similar to fee one reported in the article. 
Thank you Ms. Henderson and keep op 
fee good worlc. 
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Whether to laugh or cry 


•■'Howard Cioller 


To the editon 


HAVING LOOKED at and read the 
advertisement displayed in fee Jordan 
Times (April 14, 1998) by fee Greater 
Amman Municipality. I did not know 
whether to laugh or cry... [f this is the 
original fonn that was presented to the 
editors, and I highly suspect it is, then 
shouldn't fee editors know better? Even 
if. for any reason, this did escape the 
attention of the editors, your readers do 


deserve an apology or an explanation. 

For a long time now, our only English- 
language daily has bera moving steadily 
forward. The ^Tpearance of such a pooiy 
written and composed advertisement is 
disgraceful and warrants your imnv**^*”*^ 
attention. I am positive that all your read- 
ers are looking forward to your speedy 
response regarding this " A rtnaiiTw^nnent. *' 
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‘Eyesore’ 


b.-.Eh h„rri ir. 


To the editor: 


J DON'T like to be critical, but 
because fee standard of English in 
your paper is high, and the writing is 
good, it is an eyesore when you have 
an announcement on the front page 
that is full of errors ^ it only brings 
down fee image of a fine paper... I call 


your attention to the advertisement 
placed by fee Municipality of Greater 
A m ma n . It would only take a few sec- 
onds for you to correct some- of feese 
glaring mistakes before fee paper goes 
to press. 


"'’•‘ho', ' 






Bob Robertson 
Anunas 


lA r„‘ Hc^rcw 


'lew • ‘•’‘•uffs 
an/-*’' 




Editor s note: The JordM Tmes does owe its readers both an apology and an expla- 
n^n for running ^ advertisemeni mentioned in the two leSre ^ve. While*W 
our apolo^ will 1» accepted by all our readers (and not only by fee two writers 
and fee many ofeer readers who called us with protests yesterday) we would like to 
explain that such mistakes have been, and will probably con tinue* to be unavoidable. 

^ already pre-desigoed and sent to us on film. Some advertisers 
Md advei^g agMciw ^ist fee customer is always right, meaning we should use 
feeir artwork as is. We do have a policy of rejecting flaw^at^^^ arc not always 

^ deadline. Wc tend some- 

uraes feat it is not so easy to prt^uce an English-language newspaper in a predomi- 

such crLiitionsX^ tSwe or 
any other newspaper can do is to minimise mist ak e? . 


.i,.- 

■vSicr ua,,j 








Jo^ Times welcomes letters^ comribiaUms firnn its readers on any issia 
™ j should conjoin Z, w^rS fiU 


stid 

n" 


and pn^ferably address^ well. Names can be withheld upon truest but only 
under special circumstances. Utters are subject to editing and ^ridgStg. 
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Features 



‘Flexibility on both sides would move 
Palestinian-lsraeli track forward’ 



Mordechai expects 2nd redeployment ‘soon’ 


Ftdiowiiig are ejccerpts from an interview 
ivith Israeli Minister of Defence Yitzhak 
Mordechai condvcted by Jordan Times 
rqwrter Alia A. Toukan, in Tel Aviv last 
vredc. 

On the Palestinian- Israeli track 

Q- Three months ago you said that if there 
was no movement on die peace track you 
would resij|D — wbat*s happened with that? 

A- ... I dunk after that statement our govern- 
ment decided to respect the 2nd further rede- 
jdoyment and to draw a m ap tfaat>shows secu- 
rity needs... and what we call naripn al ne ed s in 
the area... but at the same time... the Palesdni- 
ans have to do what has already been signed.^ 
Q- There are reports chat t^ait from the 13% 
everyone is talking about in the American pro- 
posal there is also a 14% that will be moved 
from Israeli control to joint I^estinias- loaeli 
control Isthacmie? 

A- 1 don't want to talk about any per cent that 
is part of the negotiadons. But I would like to 
say that if both sides become a litde bit lia- 
ble and if each tried to understand the prob- 
lems of the other side, I diink there can be 
(movement) forward 

Q- But for instance, [Prime Minister] 
Netanyahu has made s tatemen ts that he is not 
willing to go above nine per cent, and report- 
edly you have made statements that 11 percent 
wodd be OK. What's the difference? What 
does the 2 per cent [difference] signify? 

A- The problem is die securi^, because in 
die area thm are Israeli villages, Palestinian 
villages, there are refugee camps, roads...there 
are security problems. It is veiy complicated, 
fit] cannot be divided diis piece is for you, and 
this piece is for me. Each per cent has a lot of 
secmity {m>blems... 

^ But the 2 per cent difference... 

A- The two per cent differeoce malcgs a big 
security probl^ for Israel. 

Q- But what 2 per cent are you willing to 
give up that Netanyahu, for instance, isn't? 

A- 1 don't want to go into details. Ithinkthat 
Netanyahu, and A^ [Ariel] Sharon, and 
[Natan] Sharansity and I worked very hard in 
die past few days to find a way how to move 
with the peace process... 

Q-Repbftediy... Netanyahu... was calling for 
jumping to final status tilks. and if the second 
rec^/oyznent.j^pp^ then inun^ately start 
tailangabouri^^ status issues.*:.'^**' *' 

' A- Well it needs to first pass the secdbd'fur- 
dia ret^loymeot and then to sit with the 
Palestinians and to sign an ^reement widi the 
Palestinians. That is the main problem and 
everyone knows chat From the first day of 
[the] Oslo agreement they understood that the 
fii]^ agreement was very difficult 
0- k there consensus within the Kitchen 
Cabinet that diere won't necessarily be a third 
tedeployment? 

A- No. We tfiink it is necessary to discuss 


the third further redeployment with the final 
agreement, but Tm not sure it will be possible 
yet we don't know yet 

But you're not sure to have a third rede- 
ployment? 

A- No. You know this is one part of die dis- 
cussion about the third further redeployment 
We would like to acl^ve agreement with the 
Palestinians to tell tbem...let’s talk about the 
final ag^ment all together. I'm not sure the 
Palestinians will accept tbaL.. 

Q- But the second t^eployment will hap- 
pen? 

' A- I think the second further redeployment 
will hai^n, and we have to discuss and find a 
way what to do with the diiid fiirtber rede- 
ploymeuL 

Q- Will die second redeplctyment h^ipen 
soon? 

A- I think so. 

Q- How soon? 

A- 1 don't know how soon, but 1 chink every- 
body is serious now and understands that we 
[should] spend die time and make a decision. 

Q- Is it likely to be a double digit redeploy- 
ment? 

A- It has to be large and it has to not damage 
our security. This is the formula. ■ 


On final status issues and negotiations: 

Q- In terms of a future Palestinian ‘entity' — 
remember [communications adviser to (he 
prime minister] David Bar Dan made state- 
ments in December 1996 that diere is agree- 
ment diere wiU be a Palestinian state of some 
sort but the boundaries and the powers [this 
state will have] are widely dig>^pr<^, but it 
what you want, it wUl be a state... 

A- 1 don't want to discuss this now, I think it 
is one of the parts that will have to be dis- 
cussed when we are talking about the final 
agreement, the boundaries...diose are the su^ 
jects that udU have to be discussed in the final 
agreement. I don't want to make any state- 
ments that may damage and won't be any 
help...it needs to be negotiated with the Pales- 
tinians for the final agreement wiU deal with a 
lot of subjects, on some subjects we will have 
to be flexible, and on some, they will have to 
be flexible i^Ewe] are to move forwa^ 

Q- Do you i^l chat in the Kitchen Cabinet at 
least chat you have a more moderate stand chan 
others su^ as Sharon and Netanyahu, in terms 
of further zedeployments. a future Palestinian 
state. [In other words] how much difference is 
their between tiie way you think? 

A- I don’t dunk there is too much difier- 
eace...there are some subjects and we are (fis- 
cussing [them], but I find that the prime minis- 
ter, and Arik Shartm, and Sharansity and I and 
all the others really would like to move [for- 
ward]. 

Q- In terms of Jwdan’s role in final status 
negotiations what do you envisage?... What do 


[you] think Jordan's role should be is final sta- 
tus oegodations? 

A- Jordan is our nei^bour, we respect 
eveiything in Jordan and we respect Jordan's 
govemment and especially King Hussein, and 
I am sure that Jordan will continue to be our 
neighbour and we wiU continue to build a 
warm and close rel^ooship with Jordan, and 
we respect everything in Jordan... and any 
decision chat will be made in Jeudan. 

Q- But in terms of when the negotiations 
take place between the Palestinians and 
Israelis on final status issues such as 
Jerusalem, boundaries, etc... do you expect 
Jordan to Cake a role or not? 

A- 1 think from time to time it needs to have 
a support from Jor^. I don't titink there is 
any formula how to negotiate with the final 
agreement — that is the pfoblem...Thai will be 
the main subject after we finish second further 
redei^pymenL Let us finish tins objective and 
then talk about the foture. 

Q- In terms of “security" mapg. apparently 
Sharon has... his version, and Netanyahu came 
out with the Alloa Plus map a year ago, and I 
[understand] that you have a map and it's 
slightly more modern than »«iyone else's. 
Are there any variations on Netanyahu's or 
Sharon's maps? 

A- There is only one map now. The 
[defence] minister's map and that is the map of 
the cidimet and the gov^nment, and there are 
no other maps. There is only one map. 

Q- But thm are prii^ples on what [Israel] 
wouldn't give up even if there is a Palestinian 
state or entity. And generally titey are talking 
about a belt ^ong the Jordan Valley, two huge 
settlement blocs, iU least, 2 highways running 
east-west 

A- You are trying to negotiate with me about 
the final agreement I don't want to make any 
statenmnts now about any final agreements. 
Of course, I have my idea and my map m my 
head... 

Q- Bui Netanyahu has made a couple of 
statements about retaining the Jordan VaUey 
strip because of a tiireat the east, whatev- 

er be means... 

A- Yes. we need an area that gives us the 
ability to defend our state against any future 
threat, [not uecessarily a present one], and 1 
think it is. part of our security needs to secure 
the Israeli state...But all those subjects have to 
be discussed (in d^ch] in the future. 

On Jordanian-lsraeli relations 

Q- You have been quoted as saying that you 
view peace with Jordan as a "strategic'' one. 
What do you otean by that? 

A- 1 mean it is not a short term peace agree- 
ment. it is long tenn. It is strategic becaase it 
is dealing with support and giving advantage to 
Jordan and Israel. In everytiii^ militarily, 
society, economy, many objectives can tb 
achiev^ and [improved] when we have a 


strategic p^ce. There are some places they 
have a tactical p^e not a strategic one. With 
Lebanon, to achieve a peace, we only want a 
tactical peace, to have security with Lebanon. 
With Jordan it is completely different, it is so 
important to both states... 

The view generaUy in Jordan is that in 
Israel there isn't sufficient understanding in the 
Israeli political establishment, and even in the 
security establishment of the imerconnected- 
ness of the Palestinian issue to Jordan, that if 
there is no movement on the Palestinian-lsraeli 
track, there is only so far you can move on the 
Jordanian-lsraeli track. How much under- 
standing is there of this in Israel? 

A- In Israel there is understanding that [by] 
achieving an agreement with the Palestinians, 
it is serving the peace agreement with Jordan. 
We understand that there is a large Palestinian 
population in Jordan, and they are paralysed 
and looking [at] what is [happening]... tet I'm 
sure if we succeed to achieve an agreement 
with the Palestinians, it serves the peace with 
Jordan... 

Q- But is there, for instance, a belief that 
there has to be movement on the second rede- 
ployment and eventually on final status issues 
— does Jordan come into play, that part of the 
reason why Israel has to move is not only for 
itself and ±e Palestinians, but also for Jordan? 

A- ...I think King Hussein and Prince Hassan 
[are] helping the peace i^ocess and the agree- 
ment with Palestinians, and fibm rimg to 
time we are asking them for suppon and to 
give help... 

Q- In terms of the March 10 meeting during 
the Crown Prince's visit to Thl Aviv, ...the main 
thing that came out of it was the resumption of 
full security cooperation and intelligence 
cooperation. Is that true? 

A- GeneraUy speaking we have close coop- 
eration and coonfinatioD [on] the Jordan VaUey 
and the boundaries betw^ both sides, and 
from time to time we have to talk about [it] and 
to see how we can improve [it], that was the 
main reason why Crown Prince Hassan came 
here, to find that our cooperation is supporting 
both sides and what we can do to improve it.. 
He [also] came to see bow some other subjects 
can be improved economy and water prob- 
lems. Aqa^ airport..and the Dead Sea and 
other projects... 

Q- My understanding is that after the 
Misha'al affair on Sept. 25, ap^ fiom border 
security cooperation, everything wenu. .so . 
now everything is back to nonnal. imenigehce ' 
cooperation, fuU security cooperation, like it 
was before SepL 25. 

A- Again. 1 don't want to go into detail. I am 
very happy about our mUiiaiy cooperatioa 
between Jordan and Israel... 

Q- The Misha’al a^ir, has the lesson been 
learnt in Israel? 

A- Who is Misha’al? 

Q- Sharon hasn't forgotten who Misha’al is. 
A- You know what "Masbaal' is in Hebrew? 


Example. 

Q- Sharon's comments [March 14, 1998] 
when he said basically that Israel would stiU 
go after Misha'al but not on Jordanian soil, and 
this was five days after Crown Prince Hassan 
came here. And even chough he [Sharon] sent 
a clarification letter [saying] that Israel 
respects Jordan's sovereignty, what can you 
say to assure the Jordanian public that such a 
thing won't hrqrpen again? 

A- What Sha^ said you have to ask Minis- 
ter Sharon. If you are asking me, 1 would like 
that all of us cooperate again, to do aU our best 
[to deter] any tenpr[ist] activities or orders 
from one state against the ocher, and to coop- 
erate together and to do aU our best not to do 
anything against the interest of the other side... 

Q- But when Sharon uses the statement *Ve 
respect Jordan's sovereignty”- does respecting 
Jordan's sovereignty include not only the 
refrain from lulling ^ Jordanians on Jordanian 
soU. but [also] the kiUlng a Jordanian wherev- 
er they are? 

A- ...I would like to respect the Jcxdanian 
state and the Jordanian people... 

Q- Wherever they are? 

A- Yes. I hope drat no Jordanian authority 
wiU do anything against Israeli people, espe- 
daUy not using terror ideology or terror activ- 
ities against our population. That is the key 
point between both sides. 

Q- Is the fact that there is a Hamas office in 
Jordan, is this a problem for Israel? 

A- Tbece are some problems with some of 
the Hamas if they transport some of their ide- 
ology and especially if they try to use tecror 
ideology and activity against Israel. And I 
hope Jordan's security forces wiU do all their 
best that anyone in Jordan does not take advan- 
tage to do such things against Israeli state, 
especially not to use terror against our popula- 
tion. 

Q- Jordan insists that the Hamas office is 
nothing but five people who don't take part in 
any activities against Israel. 

A- Well, ru make it clear that [what is need- 
ed] is to make sure chat there will be no activ- 
ity against the Israeli state. 

Who is Khalid Misha'al? In Jordan they 
insist that there is nothing against him. and 
- even some Israelis say he [was] just a soft tar- 
get after the July 30 bombing, and that there is 
noihing'against hioi. ■ 

A- We passed one problem with Khalid 
Misha’al. I don’t want another ... 

Q- What does Israel expect Jordanian author- 
ities to do in light of recent [Israeli] reports 
that the Hamas office in Amman has been 
behind terror activities in Israel? 

A- ... We expea that as a neighbouring coun- 
try which lives in peace with Israel, Jordan will 
make every effort to prevem the terrorism, and 
we hope t^t is the way it will be. 


Israel’s odd couple still squabbling at 50 
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By Howard GoUer 

Reuters 

TEL AVTV — Israel’s legendary odd 
couple, S him on Peres and Yitzhak 
Shamir, seldom see each other, even 
though their offices in Tel Aviv are 
only a floor apart. 

As the country they helped create 
toms SO, the two sole surviving for- 
mer prime ministers stand as divid- 
ed as ever. Like fellow Israelis, they 
rarely see eye-to-eye on issues of 
Middle East peacemaking. 

But when Israel marks its first half 
century, both insist they’ll have 
plenty to be proud of. 

Peres and Shamir, both born in 
Poland, are among a handful of 
main political players from Israel's 
birth in 1948 who are still alive. 

Both left the main stage of Israeli 
politics reluctantly, having lost elec- 
tions. 

In separate interviews granted to 
mark 50 years of statehood, which 
falls on April 30 under the Hebrew 
calendar, the two former leaders 
spoke of their views of Israel’s 
tumultuous past and present and 
their visions for the ftiture. 

Both speUed out unequivocal dis- 
pleasure with (he present holder of 
Israel's top job, 48-year-old Likud 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu. Each of course had dif- 
ferent reasons. On one achieve- 
ment — the vast immigration of 
Jews to Israel — there was shared 
pride. 

Both men assail Netanyahu 

Silver-haired Peres, 74, the labour 
prime iwini<iwr from 1984-86 and 
1995-96, is hailed worldwide as a 
champion of peace. A prot€g6 of 
founding fadier David Ben-Gurion,' 
Peres helped build the defences of a 
nascent Israel and shared the Nobel 
Peace Prize for his part in seeking 
peace with the Palestinians. 

Short and shy, Shamir, 82, Likud 
prime minister from 1983-84 and 
1986-1992, is remembered as a bull- 
dog guarding the land of Israel. An 


underground fighter at Israel's birth, 
he struggled to drive Britain from 
Palestine. Later he was a Mossad 
agent. 

For more than five years, Peres 
and Shamir shared power in a mar- 
riage of "national unity.” Dead- 
locked over peace moves, it ended 
in 1990 in a divorce that was any- 
thing but amicable. 

Both men remain active, starting 
work by 8 a.m.. StiU in parDament, 
Peres is launching a Middle East 
Peace Centre and writing books 
whDe Shamir, now retired pol- 
itics, writes newspaper articles and 
stays fit by walking. 

“The young 
generation is iess 
interested in 
theoreticai 
principies than in 
practicai matters. 
From certain points 
of view it is worrying 
because a nation 
without principies in 
my opinion cannot 
advance” 

— Yitzhak Shamir 


For Peres, who envisages a com- 
prehensive Middle East peace deal 
in perhaps 10 to 15 years. 
Netanyahu is moving too slowly. 
For Shamir, who foresees an acco^ 
in perhaps another half a century, 
Netanyahu is going too fast and ced- 
ing too much. 

“For peace you need tiroe^ — time 
for discussing, for thinking ." Shamir 
said. He criticised Netany^u for his 
readiness to cede even a small per- 
centage of the West Bank which 


Shamir regards as Israel's God- 
given biblical birthright. 

"It is the lack of principles that 
disturbs me,” said Shamir, whose 
nerves of steel in a battle with Pres- 
ident George Bush over West Bank 
Jewish settlements plui^ed U.S.- 
Israeli relations into crisis in the 
early 1990s. 

young generation is less 
interested in theoretical principles 
than in practical matters. From cer- 
tain points of view it is won^ng 
because a nation without principles 
in my opinion cannot advance,” said 
Shamir sharply. 

He brushed aside characterisations 
of himself as a stubborn man who 
eats nails for breakfast, saying with 
a laugh; "ail of these are exaggera- 
tions — 1 don’t eat nails.” But he 
added: "it's right — ! am a man of 
priuciples.” 

Asked who had won his fight with 
Bush and then Secretary of State 
James Baker over Jewish settle- 
ments, Shamir smd: "1 think that we 
(won)...Because settlements contin- 
ue.*’ But he said there was much 
more work to do. 

Battle rages over swapping land 
for peace 

For his part Peres is convinced 
that Middle East countries are shed- 
ding • old ways, abandoning army 
camps for university campuses and 
aiming to improve life. 

Netanyahu, reluctant to make ter- 
ritorial compromises for peace, was 
behind the tunes, Peres said. 

"You know you can be young in 
age and old in mind,** Peres said. 
"He really doesn’t read the map cor- 
rectly.” "what you see today in the 
Afiddle East is a disappearing land- 
scape politically and economically. 
All of the leaders, most of them — 
it's not a matter of age, it's a matter 
of mentality — were Irom in a dif- 
ferent age,” Peres said. 

Last December, Peres backed 
unequivocaUy the creation of a sep- 
arate Palestinian state previously 
rejected by the main party leaders as 


a threat to Israel's survival. 

"In a strange way, in order for 
Israel lo remain Jewish, we need the 
Palestinian state. Otherwise it 
(Israel) shaD become a bi-national 
state (x; if you want, a bi-national 
tragedy,” Peres said. 

He c^led it a moral choice for 
Israel similar to the one be said bad 
prompted him and Prime Minister 
Yltz^k Rabin to seal the secret 
breakthrough peace deal with Pales- 
tinian leader Yasser Arafat in Oslo 
in 1993, 


of Arabs still a problem in Israel, 
Shamir blamed years of military 
confromation and a venomous Arab 
media. For his part Peres said some 
Israelis bad yet to learn that Arabs, 
like Jews, were human beings. 

ImmigratioD Israel’s greatest 
achievemeDt 

In a rare public show of agree- 
ment, the two men proudly rattled 
off numbers to dramatise Israel's 
success in absorbing immigrants. 


“Vie went to Osio because we feit that we 
can no ionger historicaliy and morally 
control or dominate Arab life” 

— Shimon Peres 


"We cannot have just a territorial 
homeland. We must have a spiritual 
homeland. Israel cannot exist just 
by cultivating the land and defend- 
ing the borders,” Peres said. "We 
went to Oslo because we felt that we 
can no longer historically and 
morally control or dominate Arab 
life.” 

Shamir vehemently dismissed any 
suggestion that Israel must swap 
land for peace. "1 don't think Israel 
has anything to give up. It's a very 
small countzy,”^said Shamir, whose 
entire family was wiped out in the 
Nazi Holocaust of World War XL 
"I don't see any nation in the 
world today that is ready — even for 
peace — to give up a part of its ter- 
ritory,” be said. "You Imow, territory 
is a pan of the nation. It's not only a 
practical matter of having a per cent 
less or more. It's a part of our life, a 
part of our culture, ourself.” 

He insisted that Palestinians 
would never recognise Israel's exis- 
tence and that they still hoped to liq- 
uidate iL Under ^ leadership, 
Shamir said, the best the Palestini- 
ans could have hoped to achieve was 
frill autonomy and never statehood. 
Asked why surveys showed hatred 


Israel's Jewish population had 
grown from 650,000 at its founding 
to around five milDon in 1998. Peres 
said. 

"I mean a nation tbi^t was consid- 
ered dead, exiled, spread over all 
places without a centre, without a 
real will for life, without a capacity 
to understand modem life, all of a 
sudden, got together again and 
emerged as an old and a new 
nation.” Peres said. 

For Shamir, immigration was 
Israel's greatest accomplishment in 
50 years. But it was also his biggest 
disappointment. Israel could not be 
a normal country as long as 13.5 
milUon Jews stiD lived outside it, he 
said. 

"You cannot find another nation in 
the world in this same position," 
said Shamir, who as prime minister 
oversaw the arrival of hundreds of 
thousands of Russian immigrants as 
the cold war ended. He said the 
Arabs hated nothing more than the 
waves of Jewish immigration to 
Israel. 

Both men, veterans of social bat- 
tles that have made world news time 
and again, shrugged off as a fact of 
life deep ^visions in Israel 


along religious, ethnic and political 
lines. "Division was always a fea- 
ture of Israeli intemal life.. .Even in 
biblical times,” Shamir said. 

Israelis were always divided, 
Peres agreed, but SO years ago the 
dangers facing their smaU nation 
under siege united them to a point 
that blurred the differences. Now 
the divisions bad risen to the surface 
but he said the future did not wony 
him because a vibrant democracy 
would tolerate them. 

What did concern Peres — to an 
extent that be called it his greatest 
disappointment in 50 years — was 
an electoral system that gave the 
power to Jewish religious parties to 
determine government policy and 
impose their will on society. 

He cautioned that Israel would 
find it imitossible to cope with mod- 
em times’ should religious parties 
become more powerful in the next 
50 years and urged a revamping of 
the electoral system to limit the 
number of political parties to two or 
three. 

Despite their varied views and 
visions, both men insisted that 
Israelis had reason to be proud of 
their first SO years. Both praised 
Israel's brain power and economic 
development in the face of hardship. 

Peres said something in the Jewish 
personality, after centuries of suffer- 
ing, nonetheless made celebrating 
difficult. He said this explained why 
there was so little joy in the air. 

"1 was recently in an American 
audience and they asked me, ‘look 
you have so many achievements, 
why aren't you happy?' and my 
answer was to be happy Is im-Jew- 
isb. We are incapable of permitting 
ourselves to be happy. 

"We have so much to remember 
and we have to cany so many4>itter 
memories and also because we are 
aftaid to be satisfied,” Peres said. 

"I wouldn’t say that,” S hamir 
countered, true to form. Remarking 
on Israel's growth through immigra- 
tion. he added, with a hearty laugh: 
"everyday I am celebrating." 
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Jordan records 



higher exports, 
lower imports 
in ’97— Mulki 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Indus- 
Trade, and Supply Min- 
ister Hani Mulki Tuesday 
said Jordanian exports in 
1997 have increased by 2.6 
per cent to reach JD 1,066 
million. 

In an interview with the 
Arabic daily A1 Ra’i. Dr. 
Mulki also said Jordanian 
imports feU by 4. 1 per cent 
to reach JD2.909 million. 

The minister added that 
total investments have risen 
by nine per cent to reach 
JD379 million at the end of 
last year. Direct invest- 
ments grew in 1997 by 60 
per cent to reach JD124 
million. 

Dr. Mulki stressed that 
work is underway to 
increase the number of 
industrial estates in the var- 
ious parts of the Kingdom, 
noting that the private sec- 
tor is allowed to establish 
such estates. 

He said a total of 465 
items necessary as inputs 
for industrial producdon 
were exempted from cus- 
toms duties. Moreover, the 
number of industrial com- 
panies receiving the ISO 
certification has increased 
from 14 companies in 1996 
to 92 companies in 1997. 

On the trade sector. Dr. 
Mulki said external trade 
has won new grounds, not- 


ing that the number of 
export markets has grown 
by 17 per cent. 

The minister said Jordan 
is finalising the necessary 
steps to Join the World 
Trade Organisation (WTO), 
voicing hope that it will be 
able to Join this organisa- 
tion during the first half of 
next year. 

He also said Jordan, 
along with six other Arab 
countries, have signed the 
Arab Free Trade Agree- 
ment and has started imple- 
menting iL The six other 
countries are Egypt. 
Kuwait, Libya. Morocco. 
Tunisia and Bahrain. 

On economic cooperation 
with Iraq. Dr. Mulki said 
Jordan has benented from 
the trade protocol with 
Baghdad by limjting 
exports to Iraq to products 
carrying a value added 
input in excess of 30 per 
cent. 

Jordan has also benefited 
from the oil-for-food deal 
as it had been able to export 
JD 1 1 3 million worth of Jor- 
danian products to Iraq in 
1997. the minister said. 

He concluded by pointing 
out that ±e balance of trade 
in 1997 has registered an 
increase of five per cent 
over ±e 1996 figure. 


Malaysia lowers growth 


KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) — 
Malaysia has lowered its o£B- 
cial 1998 economic gtow&i 
forecast amid the legional 
finandal crisis and anncu^^ 
plans to strengthen the banking 
searx and impto\'e transparen- 
cy. 

But the markets were less 
than enthused by the widely 
andcipaled announceinent 
which ccxitained few concrete 
measines to stimulate die 
slowing economy or lefcsm 
the finance sector, analysts 
said. 

nie country's 1998 gross 
domestic picduct (GDP) fore- 
cast would be lowered "fiom 
two to three per cent com- 
pared to (bur 10 five per cent 
that I announced last Decem- 
ber." Finance Minister Anwar 
Ibrahim said. 

It was the second time (hat 
die official growtii fbtecast foe 
the year has been lowered. 

Mr. Anwar, who is also 
deputy prime minister, told 


podiameni that ‘*the govern- 
ment is confident tiiai inflation 
rate wiu be curbed at between 
seven and eight per cent" 
axi^aied to fc^low four per 
cent last year 

Unemployment is also 
expeoed to rise but would be 
susmned at 3J par cent be 
said 

Mr. Anwar said banks would 
be required to make a 20 per 
cent spedfic piovinon for 
ddxs not co\ered by cdlateral 
and rnteraied tiiat banlting 
system was still intact 

The government has no 
plans to raise a 30 per cent limit 
on foreign investmeru in the 
sector, he said, wtule holding 
out assurances that the banking 
sector was sound 

“No Malaysian banks are 
facing insolvency," be said 
*‘But we canntx comprtxnise 
in our banking and financial 
systems. If we soften, we may 
face the [xoblems of systemic 
risks.” 


Israeli shekel falls 1.8% against dollar 


TEL AVIV (R) — Tlie 
Israeli shekel fell l.S per 
cent against the dollar on 
Tuesday, continuing to 
slide in markets nervous 
over government plans for 
foreign currency liberalisa- 
tion at the end of the 
month. 

The Bank of Israel set the 
representative rate at 
3.7580 shekels to the dol- 
lar against 3.6920 on 
Thursday. 

There were no represen- 
tative rates on Friday and 
Monday because of die 
Passover and Easter holi- 
days although interbank 
tiding took place on those 
days. 

Since the beginning of 
April, the shekel has fallen 
nearly 4.5 per cent against 
the dollar in a Jitteiy mar- 
ket reaction to the liberali- 
sation plans. 

On Sunday, the Bank of 
Israel said that as of May 1 
it would allow Israeli 
banks to use foreign cur- 
rency to buy shekels from 
overseas institutions, a step 
that will pave the way to 
making the shekel folly 


convertible. 

The central bank said 
foreigners would be able to 
trade in shekel options and 
futures without restric- 
tions. 

According to details 
leaked to the media, the 
plan also includes allowing 
Israelis to hold unlimited 

amounts of foreign curren- 
cy in accounts at home and 
abroad as well as to use 
foreign currency for 
domestic transactions. 

The shekel's sharp depre- 
ciation is expec^ to 
accelerate inflation in April 
and has reduced hopes for 
an interest rate cut at the 
end of the month. 

Some believe there still 
may be room for a decline 
in interest rates, given the 
economic slowdown and 
low inflation levels of 
recent months. 

Moshe Gavish. general 
manager of Mercantile 
Discount Bank, said it was 
unclear what effect the 
shekel depredation would 
have on interest rates. 

"There are pressures 
regarding interest rates that 


are not fixed according to 
the dollar rate but. for 
example, by the state of the 
economy and unemploy- 

mem,*' he told Israel 
Radio. 

Tuesday*s exchange rate 
was little changed fii^ the 
level reached on Monday 
in inteibank trading. 

Dealers characterised 
trade as very nervous on 
Tuesday and foe sh^ fell 
to nearly 3.79 to tite dollar 
in the early naming before 
recovering later in foe day. 

The rate for foe basket of 
foreign currencies, to 

which the shekel is 

pegged, was fixed on Tues- 
day at 4.0152 shekels 
against 3.9379 shekels on 
Thursday. 

The shielrel traded against 
the yen at 2.89S4 shekels 
per too yen compared with 
2J71A shekels on Thurs- 
day, and against the mark 
at 2.0668 shekels com- 
pared with 2.0262 shekels 
on Thursday. 

Dealers said foe ma rifat 
was fairly illiquid. 

“The market is very 
volatile but the amounts 


involved are not large,” a 
dealer at Bank Hapoalim 
said. 

He attributed the low 
level of activity to the 
Passover holiday and to 
public uncertainty over the 
govenunent's liberalisa- 
tion programme. 

D^ers expect Israel's 
Forex Market to remain 
very volatile in coming 
days. 

The dealer at Bank 
Hapoalim forecast the dol- 
lar could rise above 3.80 
shekels. “Right now the 
sentiment is bullish for.the 
dollar.” he said. 

If the shekel becomes 
frilly convertible, volatility 
in Israel's foreign currency 
market could be long-last- 
ing. 

“The mftftmng of a frilly 
convertible shekel is that 
there is less supervision 
over the shekel, the market 
is more active and this can 
result in a situation where 
the market will be more 
volatile, not just over the 
next few months,” Mr. 
Gavish said. 
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ARIES: (March 21 to Aptti 19) Consult a fotigner aboin 
recent events. Some of the information you’ve rcceiv* 

maybe in eirotCheckhoirt before you base aitydec^^ 

on it By this afbempon. foe irufo should be qipore^ 
it irmighr to figure out your nert course of actid^j'- 


IMF head presses Japan, warns 
Indonesia, promises ‘more teeth’ 


WASHINGTON (AFP) 
— The International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) 
chief Michel Camdessus 
on Tuesday pressed Japan 
to further open its econo- 
my and warned that 
Indonesia would pay 
dearly if it failed to com- 
ply with IMF reform 
measures. 

The head of foe IMF. 
addressing journalists 
here, also defended the 
IMF's projection of zero 
growth for Japan this 
year but said he was 
"reassured” about medi- 
um-term prospects for 
global economic momen- 
tum. 

Camdessus was speak- 
ing ahead of a meeting 
Thursday of the IMF's 
policy-making interim 
comnune, where be said 
participants would dis- 
cuss ways to "give more 
teeth” to IMF surveil- 
lance of national 
economies. 

In South Korea, where 
the fund last year 
arranged a S57 billion 
rescue package, *'we are 
wiinesseing a remarkable 
phenomenon.” he said, 
hailins Seoul's adherence 
to an ImF programme to 
overhaul the economy. 

South Korea is “regain- 
ing market confidence 


quicker than we expect- 
ed.” 

Mr. Camdessus like- 
wise had kind words for 
Latin America, where he 
said governments had 
transformed their 

economies after the tur- 
bulence of the 1980s and 
as a result had been able 
to resist foe Asian crisis. 

“Latin America has 
resisted and its growth 
has only been mildly 
affected, he said. 

Informed that Japanese 
Finance Minister Hikaru 


Matsunaga bad been irri- 


tated the IMF's zero 


growth p^ection, con- 


tained its World Econom- 
ic Outlook report issued 
Monday, Mr. Camdessus 
replied: "We have pro- 
duced for Japan our pro- 
fessional guess ... but we 
would love to be wrong,’* 

He said it was entirely 
possible that Japanese 
growth could be "signifi- 
cantly more positive” this 
year in light of fiscal 
stimulus measures — 
Including deep tax cuts 
— announced last week 
by foe Japanese govem- 
niem. 

*T don't rule out at all 
that possibility.” he said. 

The IMF forecast was 
prepared before foe mea- 
sures had been unveiled. 


Camdessus reiterated 
that foe fond — as does 
the United States — 
wants to see Japan serve 
as an “engine at growth” 
for strug^og economies 
in Asia and the rest of the 
world. 

While Toltyo mithorities 
have taken steps “In the 
right direction.” he said, 
“we are not there yet” 
and called for reforms of 
a “stnictural nature.” 
"There are still a lot of 
things to do to open 
Japan to the rest of the 
world, even beyond the 
Big Bang initiative.” 

*nie Big Ban^. which 
took effect April 1, was 
an effort to make foe 
Japanese financial sector 
more competitive. 

Mr. Camdessus called 
in particular for measures 
to enable the real estate 
market to function under 
"normal, market condi- 
tions” and said aufoori- 
ties should give “proper 
teeth” to ixi^ng sector 
reform steps. 

"There you have foe 
roots of a more buoyant 
Japanese economy.” 

Mr. Camdessus also 
warned Tuesday that 
Indonesia would pay a 
price if it reneged on 
promises made under a 
third pact with the fund to 


put its economy in order. 

He said Indonesia had 
already paid a huge cost 
by not sticking to two 
earlier agreements with 
the fund, which stitched 
together a global rescue 
package worth about S40 
billion. 

“Why do I believe that 
the Indonesian authorities 
will stick to it now? 
Because they know pretty 
well the cost of not 
accepting and adhering to 
it earlier.” “The cost to 
the country has been 
tremendous.” 

When the IMF’s interim 
committee convenes here 
Thursday, according to 
Mti Camdessus; it will 
debate proposals to forge 
a new “architecture” for 
foe imemationaJ financial 
system. 

One of foe key goals, he 
said, would be to 
strengthen foe fund's sur- 
veillance mechanisms in 
countries that participate 
in its programmes — bow 
to “give (them) more 
teeth.” 

The committee would 
also consider measures 
that bolster the role of the 
IMF in shoring up 
domestic financial sys- 
tems and ensure that it is 
provided with as much. 


TAURUS; (April 20 to May 20) Tbere s sdH^ goingloif 
behind the scenes. Yesterday there was more speculation 
than feet Now ix looks like foe ofter way around 
ing bow it’s tuning ouL It's not quire lilre ^ti escpecii^’ 
St^ in. so you don't accidentally make a nmve'iia 
foe wrong direction. ' 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) There's too much fra* yixi 
to do it by yourself, and there's no point iortying. You'll 
just the profcton bigger. You need to div^ this 
chore up among several people. Sc h ed u le a nteeting.^ 
rooming to figure out bow. You mi^t end up nothing 

to do!. 


CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) The woddoad is intense, 
but you’re learning a great deal There are cbangesoioda- 
way and you to be alert in order to use foem to your 
advantage. You’ll also need touse sIdUs you’re leaniHig.fr 
will talre years to master them, and fois is good oppoctirnhy 
to practise. ' • " 

I if/l? (July 22 to August 21) Finally, conditions m 
liog betrer. You're in a good mood, and so is foe one yoa 
love, you don't have a sweefoeait you coold be in 
big surprise. Hang around a place you enjoy bang; T^s 
your best bet for meeting someone you'll enjoy b^g 
with. ■ V: 


VIRGO; (August 22 to September 22) You and yoivxn^ 
— and any roommates you might have — are stin^ 
things up at home. It’s disniptive, but exciting, ft’s birep. 
see foe change occutring that you've beenlookiDgfCHW^ 
to for so long. This might be expensive, but don't let'll 
stop you. Go ahead and make your dreams come 


LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) A surfrising devd- 
opinent tl^ mmung could really tickle your frmny bo^. 
E^'t create a disruption. There’s stOl wodc to be done, 
and you're a rather high (xofile cbaracten People tend tn 
watch what you're doing, simply because you're so cute 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) A co-wbdoer 
you’ve been hassling with seems to have foe advantage. 
The good news is that more niDoey is contiqg in. andsoqiL 
AU foe effort you've been puttiug in lately is ssiarting to be 
acknowledged. Meanwhile, use your resotores and energy 
to help a fri^ in need. 


SAGITTARIUS: ^ovember 22 to December 21 ) You're 
much stronger, and it looks like you’re winning. Deya't lose 
track of wl^ you're doing, however. Gather all th&infor- 
matioQ you can to support your idea. The A-Jaik will do 
the convincing. Although your opinions arc posuasive. 
they're not enough. 


CAPRI^RN; (December 22 to Janu;^''^ A'seciet 
^'vc^beca loo^ for is starting to ermage. could 
achiaily be a treasure, but it 'might sifoply 'Ijer a memofy 
you've been repressing. If you’ve been wondering why 
you behave a certain way. maybe you're about to find out 
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TERS # 
The Business 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Irebruaiy 19) One thing 
you’re learning is bow to get more moo^. Actually, even 
if you had plenty, you'd fiixl ways to spend more. That^ 
because you have big ideas. You don't need a loam You 
need a federal grant. And that could be exactly what you're 
Icamiog bow to get. If not why not?. 


PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Others rely on you 
when the going gets tough- That’s because you’re synqia^ 
tfaetic and always seem to try to help others. Th^ gnmg 
to be very much appreciated now. Actually, all youfrave to 
do is help foe otheis settle down and foey'll solve the {vob- 
lem. 


BolhstoDe of April; Diamond — Amethyst 


Major Currorwids & Cmex 

Cunenev 

1 USD 

i o&a i f 

US Dollar 

i • 

1 i5C2t caasf * 

maam 

1 D.S5S7 

1 - ■ zxm '■ a 

G3 Slsriing 

( 1.G8S0 

• 1 

CH Franc 

0.5714 

120M . 

JPYen 

0.00f77 

1.2M8 ; e«m • 

CA Dollar 

0.6971 

’^'6 j 

>T Lira 

o.ODoe 

1.013S LfSiS 1 

NL Guilder 

i 0 4922 1 

■ ZJSS^ r 

FR Franc 

0.1C53 1 

ajs»$4 i esa*-. s* 


r— 

MbddWEu 

_ftihsncv 

USD 

1 JOO 1 SM i ft 

IIS Dollar 
■Wan Dinar 
Saudi Riyai 
Sihrairj Dirtar 
Dinar 
*^»l Dinar 
foiiabs Dinar 
'*hnes€/iooo 
^jgyptian 

14104 

0.»«6 

2.65 

0.2747 

3.27«4 

0.2723 

0.65 

0.2939 

fliTWO ; irree 
• ! Lsmr 3 1 

1-B68t ' §Mm : 
0.1*45 ; 1 *3M ■ < 5 
2.321S 1 owyy * j 
0.1930 i 1.0f12 if 

0.463f i ZjAtm 
0.2D5« • l.verr 


45 Snare 

46 (Singer cookie 

47 Sigi^ for help 

48 On the bfiny 

50 Mght b^re 

51 Touch lightly 
54 Actress Fairgw 
56 Airport 

boding points 

58 Carlton Morse 
radio series 

63 Insertion mark 

64 Crat or mat 
lead-in 

65 So what __ is 
new? 

56 Chew the 
scenery 

59 Pronounce 
indistinctly 

70 *Hucr star Pat 

71 PhUanthrepist 

72 Transmitted 

73 Bohemian 



- Buy 

{ Sew 

0.7G8 

1 0.710 

1.1795 

1 11654 

0.3885 I 

1 6.3904 

0.4688 

! 0.471? 

0.1158 

0.1164 

0.5432 

0.5459 

0.2449 

0.393 

BarirS 

0.3466 

0.396 

^J®r3*n 


DOWN 

Guys 

Ike's arena 
Sacred text 
Use a razor 
Henning of 
magic 
Besides 
Eat sparingly 


8 Soft drinks 

9 T««H>oinlets, in 
j p othsH 

10Rsst«food 
magnate Ray 

11 Accustom 

12 Interstate 
distances 

13 Bothersome 
ones 

21 Ames and 
Asner 

22 Hide 

23 Ashing hooks 

24 In progress 

29 Former 
German 
kingdom 

30 Sedan or SUV 
e.g. 

31 Boaster rocket 

33 Greek leReis 

35 DeTi breads 

38 *Breathing 
Lessons' writer 

39 Drudge 

40 Overdoes the 
publicity 

42 Dashboard 
gauge 


43 Affirmative 
49 Grow older 
51 RoBedthe 
devils bones 
52Crodcett's 
Vifoterfoo 
53 SerntmetalBe 
o tem on t 

55 Gather together 


57 Gladiators' 90 t 

59 Ultimate no 

60 Kind of leg 

61 Dumbfound 

62 Bread) of 
contract 

66 Fri.foHower 

67 English 
cathedral dty 
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Business & Finance 



Ekbal printing firm to distribute 
dividends at a rate of 11 per cent 


AL EKBAL Printing and Packaging 
Company will be disbursing JD606.200 
to shareholders following aii approval 
from the general assembly to distribute 
dividends at a rate of 11 per cenL The 
company posted JIM million of sales last 
year and generated a J0849.300 opera- 
□onal profiL 

The net profit amounted to JD578,656 
compared to JD98.959 posted in 1996, 
the company’s annual report for 1997 
showed. It said that the total of share- 
holders’ equity increased from JD3.88 
million in 1996 to JDS.6 millinn at the 
end of last year. 

Board Chairman Tawfiq Fakhouri told 
the general assembly that the company 


bought new equipment and machinery' 
from Germany and Switzerland to equip 
the new permanent printing press which 
was in fill] operational situation in mid- 
March. He said that the new company 
buildings in Naur were completed and 
that the maiicedng and sales secdons 
were consolidated within a plan to open 
branches for the company in Arab mar- 
kets. 

Mr. Fakhouri added that the company 
bought a special machine designed 
specifically for printing cigarette packs in 
order to meet the increasing volume of 
w'oik and the size of contracts signed 
with some cigarene companies (A1 Ra'i + 
AJ Dustour Al Aswaq). 


Marketing problems delay launching 
of industry to produce baby faod 


** there are negodadons with 
investors from the United Arab Kmii^rgs 
^ Germany to set up a plant for produc- 
ing baby food in Jordan,” Board chairman . 
of the Arab Jnteniadonal Food Factories 
told an ordinary session of the general 
assembly. He stressed that the main con- 
cern Is on maricedng and finding sale out- 
lets for the product 

Chairman Abdullah Abu Khadijeh said 
the company did not process or import 
any amount of baby fo^ due to the oper- 
adonal loss Incurred when two shipments 
of baby food could not be sold by the 
company in the Jordanian market. 

To avoid any possible inidal losses from 
the maricedng problem, the company 


resorted to buying buses and purchasing 
shares in sister &ms. Consequently, the 
company generated JDS56,S10 of earn- 
ings which translated into an after tax 
JD112.I33 net profit after taking opera- 
dooal and other costs into consideration. 

According to the annual report, the 
company’s cuireni assets stood at JD4.24 
million ar the end of last year out of 
JD6.33 million of total assets! 

Mr. Abu Khadijeh assured the general 
assembly that the company has opted to 
postpone any decision on setting up a 
baby food factory in order to safeguard 
the investments of the shareholders and to 
avoid taking any risk that could entail the 
loss of funds. 
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The Business of Information 


Rates 



USD 

.dbh: 


CHFf 

JPY 

CAD 

m. 

NLG 

FRF 

US Dollar 

- 

14029 

04935 

14894 

12940 

14341 

178340 

24316 

6.0482 

DEIIarfc 

04647 

- 

04286 

04267 

7148 

0.7961 

988.09 

1.1261 

34610 

GBStpriing 

14850 

34S93 

• 

24119 

21741 

24166 

300342 

34220 

10.1834 

CHFone 

04714 

120.88 

04878 

- 

08.84 

04817 

1194.79 

136.14 

44613 

JPYcn 

0.0077 

14846 

04588 

1,1823 

- 

1.1095 

13.77 

167.10 

4.6712 

CADpfar 

04973 

,1^8 

04226 



1 w'Ui; 

12?V4p 

.XMsn 


-aUa 

04006 

1^28 

04332 

04637 

1379.12 

04067 


11.41 . 


NLGuiklw 

04822 

aerf 

44921 

'7^'. 


•4.m 

'87942; 

#' « i . 

• 2473(« 

FRFnnc 

0.1663 

04984 

04961 

344669 

2147 

04973 

3340 

334000 

- 
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ESM 



'T-tJ 


USDoUv 

. 

0.7D90 

3.7604 

04770 

34400 

03064 

34727 

1528.60 

34025 

Jordan Dlmr 

14104 

• 

64897 

0.5317 

&1340 

04307 

5.1801 

216646 

4.7990 

SawBRIyel 

04666 

0.1890 

- 

0.1006 

047 

04S14 

048 

40746 

04072 

Bahrain Dinar 

246 

14808 


- 

946 

04101 

9.74 

4054.70 

94Z» 

Qatar Dinar 

04747 

0.1948 


14303 

- 

04839 

141 

41842 

04348 

Kuwait Dinar 

34744 

2421S 

[fra 

14343 

1142 

- 

1243 



EmiratM Dinar 

04723 

0.1930 

14212 

0.1089 

04911 

mg 

■ 

416.18 


LabanasaHOOO 

046 

04639 

2L4ffW 

04466 

24814 


24028 

- 

24260 


04939 

04084 

1.1022 

0.1108 

II'! fU 


■ F.'/t-Il 

44943 


Energy 





Mid-East Cum 

nclss 


gTTg 




CwnMicv 

USD 

OEM 

GBP 

CHF 

JPY 


1347 

1347 


SARiyal 

04668 

04809 

0.16824 

rrr7?i 

344661 

Htf.TMcai 

1849 

1541 


AEDbhani 

04723 

04S104 

0.18189 

040678 

35,1992 

Bonny 

1347 

1347 


KW Dinar 

34744 

640667 

144328 

448043 

423.191 

Dubai 

1149 

1142 


BH Dinar 

04770 

4,78469 

1.67431 


342.836 

iPjT^ 

16340 

16340 


GY Pound 

14811 

34128 

1.1225 

24204 

244.824 

*JOD( 

^OSSRi 

8tes 





Libor Fhdna 

m 

X’ '‘'CuHiaiicili:-;:/' 

•-;Biiyv,- 

Salt V 





-3- 

-6- 

Hfl 

US Dollar • 

0.708 

0.710 



5S9 


Months 

Months 


GB Steriling 

1.1796 

1.1864 



USD 

64876 

6.7600 

6.7881 

54141 

DEMark 

04886 

04904 



GBP 

74668 

7.6166 

7.6166 

7.8062 

CH Franc 

04688 

04711 



JPY 

04771 

0.7004 

0.7708 

04125 

FR Franc 

0.1168 

0.1164 



DEM 

34041 

3.7240 

34488 

44000 

JPYan 

04432 

^ f^fp^ 



FRF 

34313 

1.6042 

1.7292 

14167 

NL Guilder 

04448 

04468 




14792 

34328 

3.730S 

34375 

rrura 

0463 

0498 




64900 

84870 

6.0110 


” source: (Jemrai fesanx or jocoan 
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liabi EouHy Indices 




■IH 

Ik- A-Bbum.';^.-. 



Esm 




LflJ] 


NswYork 

Newyork 

London 

Tokyo 

Paris 

Frankfurt 


DOW JONES 
S&P500 i 
FT-SE 100 
NIKKIE225 
CAC40 
DAX 


9068.63 

1113.13 

6101.6 

1637742 

386746 

6374.78 


7643 

344 

-34 

-4046 

46.62 

5746 


0.85 

041 

-046 

Ji9$i 

-049 

148 


1114.W 

6150.6 

16414.1 

396149 

641147 


110648 

90634 

161884 

386746 

6374.06 


110946 

61054 

163174 

389448 

831742 


United Arab Shipping 
forms alliance with 
German, Korean firms 


KUWATT CITY f AFPi — The 
United .Arab Shipping 
Companj tUASCi h:s 
announced that it has fomted on 
alliance uiih the maritime 
height companies DSR-Senatcr 
of Germany and Hanjin and 
Cho Yang of South Korea. 

''Hie four partners will oper- 
ate under the name United 
Alliance under an agreement to 
coordinate their aciivittes in 
container transpon workfuide." 
a staiemem by U.ASC .said. 

UASC. bised m Kuwaiu 
belongs to Saudi .Arabia, 
Kuwait Bahrain, the Ignited 
Arab Emirates. Qatar, and 
Iraq. 

The coordination will include 
sharing of routes, and joint 
arrangements at ports pro- 
vide more competitive services 


to clients,** the statement said. 

The four allied companies, 
which have a total of 93 ships, 
each week offer seven uans- 
I^ftc links, two iranS'AiJande 
links, four links between 
Eurc^ and .Asia, and two with- 
in the Mediterranean. 

The new alliance is the sec- 
ond in the Gulf region, follow- 
ing a partnership launched last 
year tw the National Shipping 
Company Saudi Arabia, the 
wwkl*s second largest oil trans- 
poner, and the French 
Compagnie Maritime 

d'AftmemenL The alliances, 
which seek to reduce operating 
costs tluou^ a mote effective 
use of RNiies. come after ship- 
ping tariffs dropped in 1997 due 
to an ovenai{^ly of ships serv- 
ing the Gulf. 


RJ decides to modernise fleet 
and boost global network 


By Ghalia Alul 

Jordan 77/nes5ri2^/?eporrer 

.AMVLAN — The debt-rid- 
den Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
has decided to sell its five 
TriStor aircraft operating oa 
long-haul routes as part of 
efforts to modernise the air- 
line's fleet and boost its 
global network, RJ 
^sident Nader Dahabi 
told reporters Monday. 

There is a potential 
buyer.. .The reason behind 
RJ's decision to sell the 
TriStar aircraft is purely 
economic." he said. 

Mr. Dahabi earlier said 
that the national carrier will 
replace its ageing TriStar 
aircraft w*ith new* geoeradon 
of European Airbuses, start- 
ing June. 


Last year, RJ paid the 
final installment on its five 
TriStar aircraft leased for 
the past 10 years from 
Banque Indosuez. 

OfHcials earlier said the 
S60 million TriStais were 
the only ones owned by RJ 
which has a fleet of 17 air- 
craft. 

Mr. Dahabi told neponers 
that RJ, which is preparing 
for privadsation. has invited 
leg^ and financial advisors 
to evaluate the situadon. 

"Bids by these experts 
will be reviewed at the end 
of the month before taking 
further steps toward privad- 
sadon [expected to lake up 
to IS months]," he~ added. 

Plans to privatise RJ. sad- 
dled with debts of over 
S846 millton mainly from 


services tnguietjuu. | mg June. miuton mauuy irom govern 

Israeli tycoon to set up investment 
fund in Israeli-Arab companies 


aircraft leases, were first 
floated in 1988 but held 
back due to a host of 
bureaucratic and financial 
reasons. 

According to Mr. Dahabi. 
RJ is undergoing a six- 
month legal and financial 
restructuring programme 
w'hich will help put it on a 
more profitable and a 
sounder administrative 
foodng before it can operate 
on commercial basis.. 

RJ operadons are current- 
ly heavily subsidised by the 
government. 

He said an expen from the 
World Bank is attending 
RJ*s meetings and has sub- 
mined a study to the 
Jordanian government for 
privadsation. to which the 
government is committed. 


TEL AVIV (AFPi — 
Israel’s leading business 
baron, Benny Gaon. plans 
to launch a SlOO million 
fund for investing in joint 
Israeli-.Arab companies to 
build peace after he 
leaves the Koor conglom- 
erate this summer. 

Mr. Gaon. 63. has con- 
firmed that he will -step 
down as the head of Koor. 
Israel's biggest industrial 


group with 21.000 
employees, in July. 

But he has no plans to 
retire quietly. 

Mr. Gaon said in a state- 
ment that he hopes to 
"privatise peace" with a 
fund to Stan up joint 
Israeli-Arab companies as 
a wray to build regional 
cooperation, "the only 
thing capable of consoli- 
dating peace." 


The top businessman, 
who refused to give 
details of the project, has 
for many years been an 
ardent supponer of the 
Israeli-.Arab peace 

process. 

The president of the 
Industrialists Association, 
Dan Propper, who pro- 
posed Mr. Gaon to head a 
special commission to 
develop relations with 


Arab countries. has 
strongly endorsed Mr. 
Gaon's abilities for build- 
ing regional cooperation. 

“He could make an 
important contribution to 
strengthening commercial 
ties with the Arab World 
thanks to his experience 
and his relations with the 
Palestinian National 
Authority and neighbour- 
ing countries," Mr. 
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ORCANI2ES 

KARJCBT SHARE PRICE 

LIST FOR 

TUSBDAF 

14/04/1998 


\ 



VAST 13 

MONTHS 

OOKPAHT’S MAKE 

P / E 

DIV. 

NO. 

MO. OP 

VALire 

OPEN 

CLOSE 

CRANCE 


KI*491 





OP 

SHARES 

TRADED 

PRICE 

PRICE 








TRANS. 


JO 





1 1 aSO.OQO 261.000 

ARAB BANK 

14.1 

1.16 

2 

40 

13760 

344.00 

344.00 

. 



1.660 

JOR.MATIOMAL BX. 

B 

0.00 

2 

lOOO 

1740 

1.75 

1.74 

.01- 



1.650 

rifOOSTRIAL DBV.BK. 

9.3 

7.88 

3 

2BOO 

5031 

1.83 





4.660 

THE BOUSIHC BR. 

16.9 

2.71 

1 

5000 

26600 

5.35 

5.32 

.03- 



l.AlV 

aOR.KOUMT BAMR 

.8 

0.00 

7 

4«7 

T9S5 

1.81 

1.80 

.01- 


.930 

.590 

JOR.COLf OAKR 

4.1 

10.14 

12 

13574 

9332 

.68 

.69 

.01* 


*S 4.030 

1.800 

JOB. ISLAMIC BAMX 

15.0 

0.00 

10 

1150 

2047 

l.BO 

1.77 

.03- 



1.800 

30R. IMtf.PtM.BAHK 

U.2 

0.00 

6 

1300 

2274 

i.ao 

1.75 

.05- 


F 2.3S0 

1.610 

JOR.tKV.rSe.8AMR/MEU 

B 

0.00 

3 

354 

573 

1.62 

1.62 



3.400 

.800 

BBIT.AL-NAL (BEtTKA) 

.5 

17.34 

3 

noo 

947 

.86 

.87 

.01* 


II .. “*'** TOTaU rNDEX; 239.19 ICHC» 

•0.17 

SO 

30782 

70206 

<1 

ii 

... . 


1 ^ 3,400 

1.590 . 

. joR rrsipj tKsim. . 

6.1 

11.47 

9 

5150 

11013 

2.13 

2.18 

.05* 


1 I iKsuHMce sBcron -iotaui liimx: 123 

.95 *CH6i 

*0.24 

9 

5150 

11013 

. • . . 




3.330 

1.550 

JOR.CLCCTRXC PUR. 

10.6 

4.55 

19 

moo 

24679 

2.22 

2.20 

.02- 


9S Y.&oa 

3.300 

VHCLS. OUKERS PES. 

12.5 

3.95 

1 

100 

304 

3.30 

3.04 

.16- 


1.550 

.960 

RATL. PORTFOLIO 

43.1 

0.00 

3 

750 

BIO 

1.08 

i.oa 



1.090 

.900 

ZARKA jmuCATIOM 

17.0 

0.00 

3 

2000 

1940 

.96 

.97 

.01* 


* 1.830 

1.510 

UKIPIBD CO. 

6.5 

7.53 

34 

10750 

15928 

1.52 

1.46 

.06- 


SERVICE 

SECTOR 

TOTALS ZKSEZ: 119.42 >CtlC; 

-0.30 

59 

24700 

43661 





4.450 

2.690 

JOR. CBtSNT PACT. 

17.3 

3.77 

20 

6301 

18523 

2.89 

2.92 

.03* 


11.160 

9.200 

JOR. PETROL. REPINARY 

10.6 

8.12 

14 

8691 

95889 

10.87 

10.95 

.08* 


6.700 

4.500 

JORDAN TANNIK6 

a. 6 

7.27 

3 

252 

1386 

5.55 

5.50 

.05- 


1.450 

1.040 

WOOLEN XTfDOSTRZES 

13.6 

6.90 

3 

600 

874 

1.45 

1.45 



3.330 

1.100 

IMOUStRZAL COHK.ACR. 


0.00 

7 

339 

407 

1.25 

1.20 

.05- 


S.7QQ 

3.440 

ARAB PMARN. KANP. 

14. S 

3.72 

91 

34285 

184948 

5.27 

5.37 

.10* 


1.530 

1.020 

JOR.PireS KASrCT. 

11.1 

7.46 

4 

2850 

3835 

1.34 

1.34 



S 1.420 

.770 

RAFIA INDOSraZES 

g 

0.00 

3 

8500 

6395 

.7B 

.80 

.02* 


6.350 

4.400 

OAR ALOAWA CV.ZMV. 

7.0 

5.98 

2 

69 

404 

5.85 

5. 85 

•1 


.570 

.400 

LlVSSTOaC 6 POOLTRZ 

16.9 

0.00 

51 

69200 

35073 

.50 

.50 



1.110 

.670 

ARAB PAPER COKV.TRD. 

21,7 

0.00 

7 

13750 

9724 

.70 

.71 

.01* 


.630 

.510 

NATIONAL INOS. 


0.00 

2 

6000 

3240 

.55 

.54 

.01- 


.610 

.370 

1 NTERKK . RETRO . CKZH . 


0.00 

2B 

26550 

10226 

.60 

.38 

.02- 


.690 

.500 

JOR. ROeXHOOL ZNSS. 

P 

0.00 

2 

12000 

6560 

.55 

.53 

.02- 


2.340 

1.380 

CRIV.aaK.lllDS. 

14.2 

5.76 

4 

350 

482 

1.42 

1.39 

.03- 


S 3.000 

.930 

NATL.CABLE MZRS.KPAC 

27.4 

0.00 

9 

8900 

10147 

1.14 

1.14 



.790 

.530 

JOR. SVLPHO-CBEH 


0.00 

4 

1200 

686 

.57 

.57 

* « 


1.560 

1.150 

ARAB PRARM.CSEH. 

14.7 

4.51 

B 

1701 

2256 

1.36. 

1.33 

.03- 


S 1.540 

.510 

imiv. Hoon.ZNDs. 

14.4 

6.67 

9 

3500 

3150 

.92 

.90 

.02- 


1.330 

.680 

Jcm. ZIIDS . RESOURCES 

9.1 

14.71 

19 

10922 

7446 

.68 

.68 



1.620 

1.350 

NATL. CBLORZMB 

10.2 

6.B5 

6 

2300 

3358 

1.47 

1.46 

.01- 


1.080 

.810 

JOR. MSH CABLE CO. 

14.3 

9.90 

7 

6513 

6545 

1.02 

1.01 

.01- 


1.790 

1.340 

EL -ZAT ABADV WEAR 

48. 3 

0.00 

3 

700 

961 

1.34 

1.37 



1.350 

1.080 

IKTL. TOBACCO 

6.5 

0.00 

1 

200 

236 

2.38 

1.2B 



1.230 

.660 

imiOM CIS. 5 VEC. 

4B.6 

0.00 

2^ 

12350 

13282 

1.08 

1.07 



.860 

.660 

J«IDAM STEEL 

9.3 

8.43 

9 

46457 

38559 

.83 




.790 

,570 

NIC. BAST COKPLBX 

7.4 

16.67 

25 

53300 

32491 

.63 

.60 

.03- 


1 IMDOSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS XHSEXr 110.77 CCHC: 

•0.17 

362 

337692 

497110 





ORANO *rOTAL 


1H&EX» 169. 

83 XCHO: 

-0.06 

680 

39B334 

631989 







PARALLEL 

MARKET SHARE PRICE 

LIST FOR 

TUSEDAY 

14/04/1998 



- 


N l.OSO 

.910 

eXPORr 6 PZM.SNR.7SS 

16. B 

0.00 

1 

300 

132 

.91 




.530 

.340 

JOR.TTtADE FAC. 


o.co 

7 

20250 

8103 

.41 




.800 

.660 

UNION IMV. SO* 


0.00 

33 

110342 

2B6BB 

.76 

.76 



.620 

.360 

ARAB FXK.ZKVBST. 


0.00 

15 

23600 

9676 





.290 

.130 

JOR. ZHDS. KATCH-JEMCO 


0.00 

5 

10050 

1307 

.13 




.640 

.370 

ARAB POOD 6 MED. 


0.00 

2 

500 

233 

.46 




.470 

.340 

ARAB XNTL.INV.TRD. 

46.1 

0.00 

62 

214000 

83752 

.38 

.40 

.02* 


.750 

.360 

KATL.HOLT.EMC .NAKXCO 

9 

0.00 

9 

12500 

4625 

.38 

.37 

.01- 


.530 

.400 

ARAB ELBCT.IRDS. 


0.00 

1 

2000 

880 

.44 




.690 

.560 

HIDEAST PKARK. 90* 

B 

0.00 

1 

SO 

26 

.63 




1.650 

.860 

UNION TOBACCO 75* 


0.00 

1 

2200 

3014 

1.63 

1.62 

.01- 


.730 • 

.550 

RAZZ PHARH. 

E 

0.00 

5 

275D0 

IB97S 

.69 




.460 

.340 

IROS. BfO. 


0.00 

6 

lOODO 

2800 

.28 

.28 



.830 

.440 

IROS. CERAMIC 

13.1 

0.00 

I 

1000 

500 . 

.50 

.50 



.600 

.370 

PEARL -SAN. P. CONV. 

E 

0.00 

3 

600 

240 

.40 


• « 


.740 

.430 

NATL. POWLTRT 


O.DD 

10 

10600 

4935 

.46 

.48 

.02* 


H .950 

.470 

OPTICTILS KEARLMO 75* 

e 

0.00 

1 

100 

34 





M 1.000 

.660 

MAT.ALOHZNXWi. 75* 

46.2 

0.00 

9 

16200 

7310 

.69 




H J.310 

1.000 

NUTRZSAR 

P 

0.00 

1 

1450 

1523 

1.04 

1.05 

.01* 



.750 

EKBAL PNZWT OO. 75Z 

13.6 

9.13 

9 

6200 

3616 

.83 

.83 



ORARO TOTAL 





182 

469342 

180366 





* s now 13 

■onth* 
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Propper said recently. 

Mr. Gaon has repeatedly 
sought to build regional 
business ties participating 
in numerous economic 
conferences and in dele- 
gations of Israeli busi- 
nessmen visiting such 
countries as Jordan, 
Egypt, Morocco and the 
Gulf .Arab states. 

In 1996. like most 

Israeli business chiefs, 
Mr. Gaon supported 

Labour'.s Shimon Peres 
for prime minister. 

Since the right-wing 

government of Prime 
Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu took office. 
Mr. Gaon has been a lead- 
ing critic of Mr. 

Netanyahu's approach to 
the peace process. 

He has charged that Mr. 
Netanyahu's "intransi- 
gent" policies could scare 
off foreign investors from 
putting' money ‘into the 
Israeli economy.. 

On the business front, 
Mr. Gaon has built him- 
self a reputation for sav- 
ing foundering enterpris- 
es. 

When he took over Koor 
10 years ago. it was part 
of the massive Histadrui 
labour union's empire and 
almost bankrupt with 

debts of S1.5 billion. 

To rescue the group, he 
fired thousands of 

employees, got rid of its 
least profitable activities, 
and balanced the books 
without losing the con- 
glomerate's greatest 
assets, such as the civil 
and military electronics 
firm Tadiran. 

Koor's net profits fell 
by 22 per cent last year 
but the conglomerate still 
earned $138 million on 
turnover of $3.5 billion. 

The success of the turn- 
around encouraged the 
U.S. Claridge finance 
group. controlled by 
Canada's wine and spirits 
group Seagram, to buy 28 
per cent of Koor last year. 

But the arrival of the 
new partner also marked 
the end of the Gaon era at 
Koor as Claridge appoint- 
ed Jonathan Kolber to 
succeed him. 

"In an airplane, there 
can only be one pilot and 
the strongest shareholder 
has the right to fly the 
plane," Mr. Gaon said 
recently. 
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DAJANI JEWELLERS. "A Symphony of Style” .Sm 






Many villas and 
apartments for 

rent and sale, 

Furnished and uiteished 

For more information call: 
Abdoun Real Estate 

5920605/5920609/07&^0007 
E-mall address 
sbdoun§gacom.Jo 



StwnelsanI - Opposite 
GrincUays Bank. 
Phene; 5604042 
S«Meifieh Tel: 822891 


TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 

SECTION CALL 
5667171 E)Cr. 223 
OR 

5684311- 
5699634 EXT. 42 


,;FOR 
I RENT 

Deluxe Villas 
^ and Apartments 


SRNRBEL 


Real Estate 
SWEIFIYEH 

A. Hajantf Complex 

1W. 884230- $65167 
MebHe: 079/37588 





Quality Serviced Suites 

' One STvro Badrooms ‘ Fully 
Equipped ' Deity & 

Lons Stay * Reesonabte Rates 


5th Circle 

TcL; 5692672 ^ Fax; 5674551 





L'oliuier Restaurant 

^ 

Abdoun 5929564 


TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 

5667I71EXT223 

OR 

5684311- 
5699634 EXT 42 






j^Becmise 

Deserve 



(MrB^Tri:SS10C7/84 
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No FIFA split after tense 


elections — ^Johansson 


LUMPUR (AFP) — UEFA 
President Lennart Joh anss on said here 
Tuesday the bitter two-way battle for 
the presidency of FIFA would not split 
the world football body. 

“I will respect the result of the vote, 
1 will behave as 1 always have, and I 
will also see to it that my collegues in 
the executive committee do the same,” 
be said. 

”1 can only speak for myself and the 
people I represent I cannot talk about 
democracy and ±en disobey the result 
of the election,” he added. 

Johansson said he would work with 
Sepp Blatter, the ruling body's general 
secretary, should he win. 

“If my opponent is elected I have to 
respect that” he said. , 

'This is the way I am going act even 
in FIFA, whether I am elated or not” 
the UEFA president said. 

'"I have no intention whatsoever to 


create some sort of a wall. 

The situation is bad enough as it is 
with two European candidates.” he 
went on. 

Johansson, who earlier met Asian 
Football Confederation (AFC) presi- 
dent Sultan Ahmad Shah and the AFC 
executive committee, is in Malaysia to 
drum up support for his bid. 

But he added: “I am not good in lob- 
bying.” 

The Swede is involved in a fight with 
Blatter to succeed Joao Havelange as 
FIFA president 

Johansson is scheduled to visit 
Singapore and Hong Kong on a similar 
mission. He is accompanied by UEFA 
vice-president Antonio Matarrese. 

Johansson said he welcomed the 
decison by Blatter to take an eight- 
week leave-of-absence to contest the 
election. 

“I think it is a fair decision. I con- 


gratulate him for that,” he said. 

Blatter’s decision to temporarily 
stand down came after furious protests 
from Johansson and his backers. 

The UEFA president wanted Blatter 
to resign immediately on announcing 
his candidature in Paris last month. 

The elecdon scheduled at the FIFA 
Congress in Paris on June 8. two days 
before the stan of the World Cup. 

Voting is open to all 198 nadonal 
associations of FIFA, except Palestine, 
who are only provisional members. 

Meanwhile, in Bogota, the 
Colombian federadon president 
Alvaro Fina said the South American 
countries would back Blatter. 

“We see him as being able to contin- 
ue the work of Joao Havelange.” FINA 
said. 


Matsuoka finishes his career 
at Japan Open tennis 


TOKYO (AFP) — Local 
hero Sbuzo Matsuoka 
bowed out after a 13-year 
professional career in tennis 
with a sunight-sets defeat to 
Ivo Heuberger at the Js^an 
Open tennis tournament 
Tuesday. 

Matsuoka. the best male 
tennis player Japan has pro- 
duced. failed to revive his 
golden days. losing his f^t- 
round match to the 22-year- 
old Swiss 3-6, 3-6 in 80 
minutes. 

Rain postponed matches 
on the outside courts, forc- 
ing the organizers to close 
the roof of the Ariake 
Coliseum centre court 

Earlier in the day. sixth- 
seeded Wang Shi-dng of 
Taiwan cut the challenge 
from Japan's Shinobu 
Asaboe for a 3-6, 6-3, 6-1 
win in the women's first 
round..- ..j - i- . 

“I was very disappointed.” 
isaid! Matsuoka. ^,*:T felt 


I'm in really good shape 
and I had expected to reach 
higher rounds here. I just 
found I'm a player who 
always becomes nervous In 
such an inportant nuuch.” 

Matsuoka's serve and vol- 
ley game, which once saw 
ofi former world number 
ones Pete Sampras and 
Stefan Edberg. collapsed in 
the very opening game, and 
the Japanese was unable to 
recover from the deficit. 

He failed to convert a sin- 
gle break chance out of 
eight break points — twice 
a triple chance at 0-40 in the 
second game and again in 
the first game of the second 
set, while Heuberger won 
his three break chances. 

Matsuoka announced in 
August he would retire after 
the Japan Open, following a 
poor penoimance at 
Wimbledon year, where 
be fufedtO suivivg the qual- 
ifying round. 


“The most memorable 
tournament for me is the 
Wimbledon, 1 reached the 
quarter-finals in 1995,” said 
Matsuoka. 

“But the Japan Open was 
the biggest stepping stone 
for me. In 1988. 1 defeated 
Miloslav Mecir (1986 US 
Open finalist fiom the 
Czech Republic), who was 
ranked seventh then, and I 
played John McEnroe. 

“llie Japan Open really 
helped me to move up in the 
world that year.” said 
Matsuoka, who reached 
46th in July 1992. 

Matsuoka said he is going 
(0 start a new life, helping 
young players to improve 
and to expand the sport in 
the count^, partly through 
two S15,000 Futures tour- 
. naments his new company 
is' to host in Osaka and 
Fuk-uoka later this year. 


Newcastle appoint top PR man 
to repair battered image 


NEWCASTLE (AFP) — Newcastle United 
announced Tuesday dial they have brought 
in a leading public relations figure to 
improve the club's image in the wake of a 
series of damaging scandals. 

Alistair Wilson, who will be responsible 
for communications and public afiairs, said 
he hopes he can repair the English 
PremieRhip giant's battered reputation. 

Newcastle fans are still reeling from alle- 
gations surrounding disgraced former direc- 
tors Freddie Shepherd and Douglas Hall. 

The pair quit the Magpies board last 
month following revelations about their 
behaviour in a national newspaper that 
enraged the club's supporters. 

The News of the World alleged that 
Shepherd and Hall mocked fans for buying 


expensive replica shirts, bragged about sex- 
ual exploits with prostitutes, said local 
Newcastle girls were ‘dogs', referred to star 
player Alan Shearer as Mary Poppins and 
boasted they bad fooled Manchester United 
over the seven million pound (SIO.S mil- 
lion) transfer of Andy Cole. 

Wilson, who retired from his post as man- 
aging direaor of Newcastle Breweries to 
take up the newly created role within the 
club, described his position as marketing 
the club within the community and the fans. 

The 57-year-old said: ”I will be liaising 
between the football club and the commu- 
nity, of which I'm delighted to be a part, 
and believe I can improve the perception of 
the club.” 


SPORTS 
IN BRIEF 


Bergkamp 
calls the 
shots as 
Gunners 
blitz 

Blackburn 


LONDON (AFP) — Dennis 
Bergkamp made a dramatic 
return from suspension as 
Arsenal continued their 
surge towards the cop of the 
En^sh ^miersbip with a 
crushing 4-1 win at 
Blackburn on Monday. 

The Dutch ^riker struck a 
stunning goal after just 75 
seconds to set the Gunners 
on the way ro a handsome 
win that lifted them to with- 
one point of leaders 



m 


with 


Sturm Graz 
I seal title 


VrEN*NA (AFPl — Sturm 
Graz downed Austria 
Vienna 5-0 on Monday to 
seal the Austrian League 
title with seven rounds of 
inmches still remaining. 
[The win lifted Sturm are 
22 points ahead of their 
loc^ rivals and nearest 
I challengers Graz AK. In 
; 29 matches so far this sea- 
son. Sturm have recorded 
21 wins, seven draws and 
Must a single defeat. 


Irish eventer 
kiUed in faU 


NAVAN. Ireland (AFP) 
— Ireland’s leading event 
rider David Foster was 
fatally injured in a fall at a 
show near his home in 
County Meath on 
Monday. The former 
army captain was dead on 
arrival at Navan Hospital 
after receiving attention 
from two doctors at the 
scene. First to go in the 
cross country phase. 
Foster suffered massive 
head and chest injuries 
when his mount turned 
over on top of him at the 
water jump, the sixth 
obstacle. Foster enjoyed 
considerable success at 
internacionaJ-Ievel event- 
ing and represented 
Ireland at Olympics . 


Manchester Unired 
two games in hand. 

Bergkamp also created 
two goals for Ray Parlour in 
the seventh and IStii min- 
utes as Arsene Wengers 
double-chasers tore apart 
the Blackburn defence in 
the opening exchanges. 

Frenchman Nicolas 
Anelka, who »:ored twice 
against in Samrday's 3-1 
win over Newcastle, contin- 
ued the rout with a coolly- 
taken goal for Arsenal's 
fourth on 42 ninutes. 

Blackburn grabbed a con- 
solation goal six minutes 
into tht second half when 
Scotland star Kevin 
Gallacber lashed a volley 
into the back of the net ftom 
eight yards. 

Bergkamp. though, 
showed why he was recent- 
ly voted ^glish football's 
player of the year when he 
fired the Gunners into an 
early lead against the last 
team lo beat them in the 
league — four months ago. 

llie former Ajax and Inter 
Milan ace raced clear of the 
Blackburn defence from a 
throw-in on the right and 
drilled a fierce, low shot 
across goal into the far cor- 
ner. 

»c.Five • miautes'^iater. he 
turned creator , when he 
released I^our with a pef^ 
fectly judged pass. alHow- 
ing the England Worid Cup 


hopeful to spring the offside 
trap and squeeze a shot 
under keeper Alan Fetiis. 

Arsenal were virtually 
home and dry after just 
seven minutes but they con- 
tinued their assault on the 
visitors goal and scored a 
thir d goal on 15 minutes. 

Again Bergkamp was at 
the centre of action, firing a 
powerful tMve which go^- 
keeper Alan Fettis managed 
to beat out only for the ball 
to fall to the unmarked 
Parlour, who crashed his 
second into the roof of the 
net. 

The demolition continued 
shortly before half-time 
when Nigel Winterbum 
released Anelka with a 
superb ball from deep. 

The 19-year-oId, deputis- 
ing for the injured Ian 
Wright, used his electric 
pace to get away from 
Blackburn's shell-shocked 
defence before rounding 
Fettis and slotting his eight 
goal of the season. 

The second half of the 
game was played in unsea- 
sonal snow. 

In other matches, England 
captain Alan Shearer 
grabbed a last-gasp winner 
as Newcastle bagged three 
vital points with a 2-1 win 


closing the gap on title 
rivals Manchester United 
and Arsenal with a 2-1 win 
over Crystal Palace. 


Arsenal striker Nicolas Anelka is tackled by Blackbnm Rovers defender Colin 
Hendry and Jeff Kenna (E). The match is part of the FA Premiership title race 
{Reuters photo) 

draw when Shearer rose 
above the Barnsley defence 
to crash home an unstop- 
pable header from Rob 
Lee's cross with just three 
nunuies left on the clock. 

Earlier. Swedish interna- 
tional striker Andreas 
Andersson fired his first 
goal for Newcastle since 
joining the Magpies from 
AC Milan in January. 

But Barnsley grabbed an 
equaliser through Jan Aage 
Fjortoft. before Shearer 
threw Newcastle a lifeline 
in their fight against the 
drop with Us dramatic late 
intervention. 

Fellow fallen giants 
Tottenham remain deep in 
relegation trouble, though, 
after they were denied a 
richly-deserved win in the 
dying minutes of their home 
game against mid-table 
Coventry. 

Spurs dominated the game 
and deservedly took the 
lead when former Italian 
international Nicola Berti 
rammed home a header 
from David Ginola's comer 
in the 68th minute. 

But with just four minutes 
to go Coventry's Dion 
Dublin stunned the home 
fans with an equaliser 

’again5(<be>nm-of relegation feairo 'jfU 

over feUow . siniggleR Liverpool boosted' their; " hr thpiday’s' other Tnatch 
Biimslcy.- '’ hooking a Wimbledon andv-E^rtoo 

Kenny Dalglish's side place in the European battled to a gc«dless stale- 
looked to be heading for a Champions' League by mate at SeLbursc Park. 


An 85th-minute winner 
firom substitute David 
Thompson — his first 
league goal — secured all 
three points for Roy Evans's 
side and left Palace rock 
bottom of the table and fac- 
ing almost certain relega- 
tion after just one season 
back in the top flight 

Derby end^ their goal 
drought in style as they 
crushed relegation-haunted 
Bolton 4-0 at Pride Park. 

Jim Smith’s men had gone 
into the game on the back of 
four matches without a goal 
but goals ftom Deon Burton 
(two), Paulo Wanchope and 
Francesco Baiano middled 
their UEFA Cup hopes. 


Sheffield Wednesday 
came from behind to grab a 
point in a I-l draw at home 
to West Ham. 

Israeli star Eyal Berkovic 
gave West Ham a seventh- 
minute lead before Northern 
Ireland ace Jim Magilton 
grabbed a second- half 
equaliser against the run of 
play to ease Wednesday's 


SCOREBOARD 


S{»aisb League 
Beds Seville 2 


Sporting Gijon 1 


NaUonal League 
San Francisco 8 
Philadelphia 
Florida 
San Diego 
Colorado 
Los Angles 


11 

7 
1 

8 
3 


St Louis 
Atlanta 
Pittsburgh 
Arizona 
Cincinnati 
Houston 1 






NBA 




Indiana 

, 114 

Chicago^ .- 

:: 

. LALakeis 

. 99 

San Antonio ' 


Phoenix 

105 

Golden State ‘ 


Minnesota 

107 

LA Clippers' 



Englisb Prenuership 




American Leagoe 


Beaton 
Oevelaiui 
Tampa Bay 
Kansas Ci^ 
Texas 


6 

6 

13 

11 

10 


Oakland 

Seattle 

Mirmesota 

Toronto 

Detroit 


3 

5 

12 

I 

1 



EUROPEAN COUNCIL OF INTERNATIONAL SCHOOLS 
AnaouDces the 

Universily Edacation Fair 
Modcra American School 
Amman, Jordan 

Tuesday April 21 J998 12:30-14:30 
UNIVERSITIES REPRESENTED AT THE FAIR 

OARNARD COLLEGE 


EMORY UNlVERSrrY 
LYW UNIVERSITY 
MARYMOU7VT COLLEGE 
MOUNT HOLYOKE COLLEGE 
OHIO NORTHERN UN'IVE^mr 
PEPPERDINC UNIVERSITY 
PURDUE UNIVERSITY 
QUINMPUC COLLEGE 


SARAH LAWRENCE COLLEGE 
SOUTHERN METHODIST UNIVERSITY 
THE UNIVERSITY OF TULSA 
UNION COLLEGE 
UNtVERSnY OF NEBRASKA 
u'frvERsrrv of new Hampshire 
UNIVERSITY OF RICHMOND 
UNIVERSITY OF ROCHESTER 


FOSTER UNIVERSITY US a Evroee 
RiNGUNC SCHOOL OF ART AND DESIGN 

For mon information coniao: Ms. Runima Nusdbdt Fkone:962 6816861 


Furnfshed Flat For Rent 

Consists of 2 bedrooms, sitting, living and dining rooms, 
with separate heating and telephone. Located In a build- 
ing of 3 flats only, each in one floor, near Medina Street 
Please call 5346162. 

N.B. A Furnished Villa at the 7th Circle is also 
available for rent 


Apartments For Reht Tri 

1 2-bedroom furnished apai^enfei- W^^ 


with 1 dining room and 

kitten and balconies. ■ 


Fop more information 

59300^ « 
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CINEMA 


TEl.;46}4i4A 




Morgan)Freeman & 
Ashley Judd ... in 


KISS THE GIRLS 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15. 
8:30, 10:30 

.Zk ^ 


PHILADELPHIA '2' 




CINEMA 


TEL-«99:38 




YUsra & Ilham 
Shahin ... in 


DANTELLA 

(ARABia 




Shows: 12 : 30 , 3 : 30 , 6 : 15 , 
8 : 30 , 10:30 


PLAZA 






CINEMA TEL3677J20 

CONCORD 


QNEMA TEL; 

GALLERIA 2 
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77ie biggest cinema production : , ISMAILIA RAYEH GAI 

TITANIC 


ABDOUN 


-KAMANANA 

Show. 12:30. 3:30. 6:3a S;3a 10:30 


CRAI^D OPENLWC 

TITANIC 






Shows: 12:00. 3:00, 7:00. 
10:30 p.m. 




Ij Adelimam 8y\isra ... m 

:: RISALA ILA AL WALI 

Shows; 12:30. 3:30.7:00. 9-.00, 11:00 
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Shows: 11:00. 2;00. 5:15. 
8:30. 12:00 








TEL 5934793 

GALLERIA 1 


ABDOUN 
GRAND OPENING 


TITANIC 

Shows: 3:30. 7:00. 10:30 
The film U utw on at 12:00 a.m. on 
Wednesdays. Thursdays and Fridavs 






TEL: 4625155 


STARTNC APRIL 6TH 

. Don’t Laugh Please 
We’re Jord^ah 

Starring Hisham Yanes, An/al 
Dabbas, Rania JKu/rii and the group 
, ai 8:30 p.m. ' i 

For resmatiofis call: 4640ISS, 4625155 
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1st Division Basketball ChamDionshi 


Ahli take on Orthodoxi tonight 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Rq>orter 

AMMAN — A1 Ahli meet 
A1 Ordiodoxi tonight in the 
second match of die First 
Division Basketball 
Cbfunpitmship playoffs' 
whidh conclude May 1. 

After losing to the two 
odier top teams. A1 Ahli are 
cunendy third and their 
amibidons rest upon taking 
die runner up spot after 
being ruled out of con- 
tendon for die title. 

A1 Jaziieh 'beat A1 Ahli 
78-63 in the first playoff 
match of the two-round 
event 

A1 Jaziieh now need to 


win the rest of dieir match- 
es to retain the title they 
won last yeat 
A1 Jazfaeb had beat A1 
On^oxi 92-84 and AI 
Ahli 75-69 in the first round 
which they endaij with an 
unbeaten streak. However, 
tiiey could only manage a 
dismal 57-53 win over Al 
Ahli and ' lost their only 
mamh to Al Orthodoxi 73- 
69 in tile second round. * 
Last season's runners up 
Al Ahli are suffering the ill- 
efiects of inadequate pre- 
season training which Jed to 
an inconsistent fonn. They 
started training lam as they 
were busier tackling techni- 
cal obstacles like recruiting 


a coach and luring back vet- 
erans to the lineup. 

Al Orthodoxi finished 
third last year but have 
demonstrated that they were 
in better shape to resume 
their doounance of the 
game. 

Al Jazireb ended a 30- 
year domination among the 
two rivals last season. Prior 
to that Al Orthodoxi had an 
undisputed reign fiom 
1976-1989. but AlAhU won 
the title in 1990, 1992, 1993 
and 1994 aided by the sign- 
ing of Naser Bushnaq. 

Al Orthodoxi came back 
to win in 1991, 1995 and 
1996. 






Pacers upset Bulls in Chicago 


CHICAGO (AP) — R^gie 
Miller and Jalen Rose 
scored 22 points each, and 
die Indiana Pacers forced 
Michael Jordan into 7-of-19 
shoeing, and beat the 
Chicago Bulls 124-105 
Monday night 
Ihe loss, just the fourth at 
home in 40 games for 
Chicago this season, hurts 
the Bulls’ chances of having 
dw league's best overall 
record and homecourt 
advantage throughout the 
playofiB$. 

• Chicago is 60-19 overall 
to 59-19 for Utah. 

The Pacers (56-23), 
meanwhile, moved one 
game ahead of Miami intihe 
race fca tiie No. 2 seed in 
die Eastern Conference. 
The Bullsf'talready have 
clinched the* top spot in tiie 

Scottie Pippen scored 28 
pcwts and Jordan, who got 
a technical for tiirowing the 
ball at Indiana’s Mark 
Jackson, bad 27 — include 
ing l2-of-14 at the line. 

. * Laknrs 99, Spurs 75: In 
Sim Antonio, ShaquiUe 
O’Neal had 28 points and 
16 rebounds to lead Los 
Angles to a fight-maned 
victory over the cold-sboot- 
ing Spurs. 

With die Lakers leading 
handily in the fourth quar- 
ter, the game was baited 


twice in less than 45 sec- 
onds for fighting. 

Ejected were Perdue 
and Monty AA^ams for San 
Antonio, and Derek Fisher 
and l^ck Van Exel for Los 
Angeles. 

lite first fight came with 
4:46 lemainiog and resulted 
in the ejections of Perdue 
and Fisher, who tangled and 
exchanged pushes after 
Kobe Biyant's dunk shoL 
Van Exel and Williams were 
ejected for fighting 44 sec- 
onds late after a missed 3- 
point shot by Van Exel. 

San Antonio, which 
pl^ed whhont injured 
David Robinson, was 1^ by 
Hm Duncan witii 26 points 
and 16 rebounds. The Spurs 
shot a season-low 31.0 per- 


Golden State, which has 
lost its last eight meetings 
with 

Phoenix, got 28 points 
from Jason Caffey, a career 
high. He also had 12 
rebounds. Tony Delk added 
21 points and Jim Jackson 
had 20. 

Tlmberwolves 107, 
Clippers 88: In Los 

Angeles, Kevin Garnett 
scored 23 points and 
Anthony Peeler added 21 as 
Minnesota got its fifth 
strai^t victory and 10th in 
the last 13 games. 

The Clippers drew within 
three after scoring the first 
seven points of the fourth 
quarter, but lost for the 


centftom.the.;fie|d.(26-forrs ... . .. 

84). : ..... ccfti^unve game despite 


'Suns 105» Warriors 97: 
In Oakland, California, 
George McCloud scored 23 
points and die Suns won 
their season-high ninth 
straighL 

Antonio McDyess added 
22 points and Cliff 
Robinson had 21 for the 
Suns, who rallied ftom 16 
points down eaily to sweep 
the four-game season series 
with the Waiiitns. Jason 
Kidd just missed a 19th 
career triple double, finish- 
ing wito 16 points, 10 
assists imd nine rebounds. 


"is points and a ca)i^-hi^ 
17 rebounds ftom Lamond 
Murray. 

Stephoo Marbuiy and 
Sam MitcbeU added 14 
points each and Cherokee 
Parks 10 as the Wolves had 
all five starters in double 
figures. 

The Wolves, who've 
already clinched their sec- 
ond straight playoff berth, 
are assured of finishing with 
a .500 leccffd for the first 
time since joining the NBA 
in 1989. 


Fabled 
Yankee 
stadium 
closes for 
repairs 

NEW YORK (AFP) — 
Yankee stadium — per- 
haps the most venerat- 
ed arena in baseball — 
was forced to close this 
week, after a 500- 
pound bunk of steel fell 
ftom the ceiling into 
the left-field stands. 

The steel fragment 
fell into the stands 
Monday, about five 
hours Itefore die Bronx 
Bombers were sched- 
uled to host the 
California Angels. 

The stadium, which 
turns 75 years old this 
week, was empty at the 
time. 

*15 somebody had 
been there at the time 
die beam came down 
that person would now 
be dead." said New 
York Mayor Rudolph 
Giuliani. 

The seat on which the 
beam fell was crushed, 
and there was a 6-inch 
crater in the concrete. 
New York City, the 
Yankees’ landlord, 

ordered the Bronx, 
New York-aiena closed 
to the public until it is 
determined there are no 
furtiier structural 

defects. 

Officials canceled 
Tuesday’s game against 
the Angels and said 
Wednesday’s matchup 
might have to be played 
across i/« 0 Wn at -Shea 
Stadium'— home of 
I*Jew York's rivalh'ome- 
lown baseball team, the 
Mets. 

Hie incident gives 
ammunition to those 
who have lobbied for 
the construction of a 
new stadium, pezhaps 
in Manhattan. 

"Something like this 
shouldn’t happen," 
Giuliani conced^ ’Tt 
does indicate the stadi- 
um is old." 
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The U.S. Peace Corps in Jordan is seeking suitably qual- 
ified candidates for the kmg-term contractual position of 
Arabic Language Coordinator. 

DuOes andnesponsibititles: 

» Develops Arabic language learning materials 

and . .training courses for adult foreigners. 

• Assists In the recruitment of Jordanian Arabio- 
language teachers and supervises their teach- 
ing of language in a total immersion village 
based format and through periodic centre-based 
language haining courses. 

• Protddes lead in structuring, implementing and 
managing an int^sive 12 week Introductory 
Arabic language and cultural training program. 

• Creates and applies more advanced materials 
for supplementary independent language acqui- 
sition to cover a two year period. 

• Evaluates and assesses language learning 
progress and final proficiency le^ attained by 
learners; monitors and evaluates teaching profi- 
ciency demonstrated tiy language teachers. 

• Establishes and fosters ongoing contact witti 

Jordan based language teaching institutions and 
develops a long-term language materials and 
teaching prc^rarrune for Peace Corps 
Volunteers. 

Bequired: 

■ • Degree in language education and actual expe- 
rimce or strong interest in curriculum develop- 
ment 

• A minimum of three years of language teeing 

experience (any language) using communicative 
methods. . . ^ 

• Total fluency in written and spoken Arabic and . 
English. ' 

• Supervisory teacNng eiqierience preferred. 

• ' Willingness to work for extended periods outside 

Amman (e.g. Irbfd, Karak). 

This is a mid-level tedinical staff poation of a longterm 
contractual nature. 

Interested candidates should submit a curriculum vitae 
and cover letter no later than Apnl 25, 1998 to: 


Under the Patronage of 
HRH Princess Rania Al Abdullah, 
Jordan River Designs invites you to attend 

Award winning Jan Kassay 
“Flowers Series” 

Special Holiday Exhibition, Children's Egg 
Hunt & Outdoor Antiques Market 

Thursday, Apn1 16th. 1998 
4:00-4:30 p.m. 


w ill r: : FTTi 


Hamida geuden 

( next to Jordan River Design showroom) 
Special prizes, tickets at the gate; 1 JD per child 
Sponsored by The Candy Box, Abdoun 
5:00 pm. 




by HRH Princess Rania Al Abdullah 
Jordan River Designs Showroom 

"Rowers” Exhibit & Antiques Market will run through 
April 22, 1998. Showroom Hours: 8:00 a.m.-7:00 pm. 

K ^ Information, please call Jordan 
River Designs: 

z 461-3081 Jordan River Designs Showroom, 
First Circle, Jabal Amman, Rainbow Street 


Juventus and Real Madrid 
look in command 


PARIS I.AFP) — Juventus and Real 
Madrid — two of the greaitti nameb in 
Eurc^ieaD football — look to be set ft»- a 
Eun^>ean Cup final showdoun. 

Both clubs defend comfortable leads 
ftom the first legs in Wednesday's semi- 
final renjm matches against under- 
stiength (^iponents. 

Deeding champions Borussia 
Dortmund, who went dou-n 2-0 to Real 
at the Santiago Bemabeu stadium two 
weeks ago a^r crowd trouble (klayed 
the Stan by 75 minutes, are without three 
suspended players — defender Julio 
Cesar, midfiel^r Steflfen Freund and 
striker Heiko Heirlich. 

Swiss iniematicma] striker Siephane 
Chapuisai is also in doubt after com- 
plaining of tired muscles against 
Kaiserslautern last Thursday. 

The only good news for the German 
side is the renim of midfielders .'\nd\' 
Moller and Jorg Heinricb. who both 
missed the first leg match with injuries. 

Dortmund mu.st rally if they are to pla>- 
in Europe next season — they have vir- 
tually no chance of a UEF.A Cup sIol 
chances of reaching the final are 
SO-50,** said coach Nevio Scab, in opti- 
mistic mood. 

Scab will make a laie decision on 
w'hether Ghanaian striker Ibrahim 
Tanko, Lars Ricken ch* Dutchman Harry 
Decheiver partners Chapuisat in attack 
— if the Swiss international pbys. 

Decheiver has a broken toe and has 
been pb\ing with pain-killing injec- 
tions. "We knwo for sure he won't last 


the whole match." said ScaJa. 

Monaco, who crashed 4-1 at Juventus 
two weeks' ago, will be without injured 
defenders Martin Djeiou, Muhamed 
Konjic. Franck Dumas and C^tophe 
Pignol as well as the suspended 
Fr^cisco Da Costa, who scored their 
only goals in Turin. IMtfa Sylvain 
Legwinski and Japhet N'Doram long- 
tenn casualties and Ludovlc Giuly not 
qualified for European pby. they are 
severely depleted. 

Hie Monaco team were visited at 
training Monday by Prince Albert, but it 
was the same session that Djetou 
withdrew ftom the squad. 

Monaco do welcome back Sccxtish 
imemational midfielder John Collins 
from suspension when ih^ try to beat an 
Italian side in the semi-finals of a 
European Cup for the first time in four 
attempts. 

Sampdoria, in the 1 990 European Cup 
Winners' Cup, AC Milan in tiie 1994 
Champions’ Cup and Inter Milan, in the 
1997 LWA Cup. have all beaten 
.Monaco in the past 

''But you can't abandon hope," said 
Monaco coach Jean Hgana, who is 
tipped to take ov'er as ^nch ouional 
coach when .Aime iacquet retires after 
the Wbrld Cup. 

"We match^ Juventus for most of the 
first match but for two doubtftil penal- 
ties,'' he added. 

Juventus midfielder and Ranee cap- 
tain Didier Deschamps, suspended iw 
the return, admitted tlW Italian side had 


been lucky with those two spot-kick 
awards. 

"In those sort of cases referees often 
tend to go with die big side," said 
Deschamps, who is suspended for the 
return. 

Juventus, with French midfield star 
Zinedine Zidane on song, will be aiming 
to reach die final for the third straight 
year. The Italian club warmed up with a 
2 p 0 Italain Le^ue win over ^aceoza 
and got good news on Monday when 
goalkeeper Angelo Penizzi, injured in 
that game, confirmed be would be fit to 
pby. 

Inter’s Uruguayan defender Paolo 
Montero is likely to be exit of action with 
a groin strain. 

Real Madrid, without suqiended skip- 
per Manuel Sanchis, are desperate to 
reach their first final since their sixth tri- 
un^ in 1966, particularly now thru diey 
have as good as conceded the Spanish 
championship to Barcelona. 

Boiussb pbyed the first of the 
semi-final under protest after the kick- 
off was debyed when a handful of the 
90,000 fans burst through a broken fence 
behind one goal and dragged down the 
goal. 

Goals ftom Rnnando Morientes and 
French midfielder Christian Kaiembeu, 
with his third goal in as many Eurqiean 
Cup games since his transfer ftom 
San^oria, earned Real Madrid their 
controversial first-leg win and their two- 
go^ buffer will be difiBcult for 
Doitmund to overtum. 


Sri Lankan star sprinter to sue officials 


COLOMBO (.AFP) — Sri 
Lanka's banned sprinter and 
Asia's fastest woman. 
Susanihika Jayasingbe. is 
planning legal action against 
local sports ofiScials follow- 
ing a failed dope test, her hus- 
b^ said Tu^day. 

Jayasinghe, 2(). will file 
action against the Amateur 
Athletic Association (AAA) 
to lift an indefinite suspen- 
sion imposed la&t week after 
a second pwitive test for. 
banned steroids. Dhammika 
Nanda tCumara said. 

"Susanthika has been asdted 
to explain the test results to a 
panel appointed by the AAA 
on the 19th." Kumara told 
AFP. “We are not satisfied 
with the composition of the 
panel and we are raking legal 
action to clear her name." 

But Jayasinghe would 
appear before the panel, even 
though she had little faith in 
the officials, most of w'hom 
she has accused of helping a 
top official she alleges sexu- 
ally abused her. Kumura said. 


Jayasinghe told a news con- 
ference shortly after the 
results of her first urine sam- 
ple tested positive for 
Nandrolone. a p^ormance 
enhancing drug, thai there 
was a conspiracy by local 
officials to push her out of 
spons. 

Kumara said a protest was 
lodged when the samples 
were taken last month during 


someone else later sealed the 
samples after introducing 
something," Jayasinghe said 
last week. 

The International Amateur 
Athletic Federation (lAAF) 
told the local AAA that 
Jayasinghe’s second urine 
sample was also found to 
contain traces of Nandrolone. 

The lAAF rejected an earli- 
er explanation by the 20- 


mndom off-season testing fw , ye^^ld athlete after her first 
athletes hoping (o compete tested pc^t^ last 


the 2000 Sydney Olympics. 

While giving her urine 
samples in two bottle marked 
"A" and "B”. Jayasinghe 
immediately wrote to tbe 
chief sports ministry doctor 
and AA officials alleging the 
samples were not sealed and 
could be rampered with. 

However, the Australian 
laboratory that carried out the 
tests reported receiving the 
urine samples in properly 
sealed containers. 

"If the lab got the samples 
with the correct seals and I 
did not see them, that means 


month. ....TM, 

"Her explanation was not 
accepted by the lAM^ and ^ 
have therefore decided to 
temporarily suspend her," Sri 
Lanka’s AAA Seoetaiy 
Rohan Amarasingbe said 
Friday. 

The duration of the ban Iras 
not yet been decided, officiaJs 
said, adding that it could be 
up to four years and would 
almost cert^y shatter Sri 
Lanka’s hopes of winning a 
medal ai the Sydney games. 

The last time Sri Lanka 
wem a medal at the Olympics 


was in 1948, when Duncan 
White won silver in the 400ra 
hurdles. 

Jayasinghe is the only Sri 
Lankan to win a medal at a 
world event since then, as 
runner up at last year’s w^d 
championsh^ in Athens. 

Susanthika’s husband 
accused the AA of trying to 
discredit her. 

*Tn odiec countries the offi- 
cials try to protect and help 
their athletes, heie'it is the 
other way rotind," he said. 

He said Jayasinghe would 
be unabb to go to Chifia for a 
commercial "world’s fastest 
woman” race next month 
because of tbe ban. 

Jayasinghe is die best ath- 
lete to come out of South 
Asia and favourite for a gold 
medal at this year’s Asian 
Games. 

She was among five poten- 
tial Sri Lankan Olympic ath- 
letes given a drugs test last 
mondi. The other four tested 
negative. 



Furnished Apartment For Rent In West Amman 

Area: 175 sq. m. Consists of 3 bedrooms, 2 living rooms, 
dining room, 2 battis, kitchen, verandas. Beautifully fur- 
nished with telephone, TVArideo, washing machine, park- 
ing and many many extras. Annual Rent: JD6.000. 

If interest please call owner at 5674286 


FOB SALE 


1- Car: Hyundai Sonata 97, yellow 
plate, full options, full automatic. 
Mileage: 10300 km. 

2- Freezer: Philco Brand USA. 

3“ Vacuum Cleaner: Rowenta. 

contact Mr. CHO (079-5935 1). 


Piil^ C''" RiJ^tanraut 

Join Us & JuJgc 
for yourself 


Sweifiyeh - Behind Istiklal Book5.hop 
Tel 615690 Cellular 079 - 28294 



S gtti H gigliJI 


The IModern Schools 
‘‘AI Asriyya” 
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With our Security System 



Security, Access Control, Fire Alarm, 
Qose Orcuit TV Cameras, 

Bullet Proof Gazing &. 
Communication Systems. 

Ideal For Embassies, Residents, Banks 
8L Trade Complexes 




SEEK HIGHLY QUALIFIED 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEACHERS 
NATIVE SPEAKERS 
OR 

JORDANIANS 

DISTINGUISHED EXPERIENCE 
IS REQUIRED 

APPLICATION FORMS ARE 
OBTAINED 

AT THE SCHOOL BUILDING DAILY 
FROM 10:00 A.M.-2:00 P.M. 
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Baghdad, Beirut working 
to restore ties — official 


Baghdad (afpj — Iraq 

and Lebanon could soon 
r&swre diplomatic relations 
which were broken off in 
1994, the leader of a 
Lebanese delegation of 
nianufacturers said here 

l^iesday. 

soon as we return to 
Beirut, the Lebanese dele- 
gation will work towards 
this end,” Jacques Sairaf. 
president of Lebanon's 
manufacturers' association, 

told a press conference. 

“The moves already 
under way point to the 
reestablishment [soon] of 
diplomatic relations,” Mr. 
Sarraf. told a press confer- 
ence. 

He said that Iraq’s 


ambassador to Amm an, 
Nuri A1 Weiss, was current- 
ly in Beirut to inspect the 
Iraqi embassy. His 
Lebanese counterpart in the 
Jordanian capital visited 
Baghdad last year. 

Lebanon broke off diplo- 
matic relations with Iraq in 
1994 following the assassi- 
nation of an Iraqi opposi- 
tion figure in Beirut. 

Mr. Sarraf's delegation 
met Iraqi Industry Minister 
Adnan Abdul Majid on 
Monday for talks on boost- 
ing trade between the two 
countries, particularly con- 
tracts under the U.N. “oil- 
for-food” accord. 

The accord allows Iraq, 
which has been under a 


U.N. embargo since it 
invaded Kuwait in 1990, to 
sell limited quantities of 
crude to tinance imports of 
humanitarian goods. 

Mr. Sarraf also visited 
Baghdad last year at the 
Stan of a normalisation of 
relations between Iraq and 
Syria, which is the main 
power-broker in Lebanon. 

Before the break in rela- 
tions between Iraq and 
Lebanon, more than 60 per 
cent of goods transiting the 
pon of Beirut were headed 
for Baghdad, according to 
Lebanon's chamber of 
commerce and industry. 


Iraq informs U.N. it rejects U.K. 
plans for ‘oil-for-food’ forum 


BAGHDAD f AFP) — The 
Iraqi government has 
informed the United 
Nations of its rejection of 
British plans to host an 
intemational conference on 
the distribution of humani- 
tarian supplies in Iraq. 

The official news agency 
INA said Iraq's ambassador 
to the U.N., Nizar 
Hamdoun. infonned 

Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan that Baghdad “offi- 
cially protests and totally 
rejects" the holding of such 
a conference. 


“The British initiative 
amounts to flagrant interfer- 
ence in the internal affairs 
of Iraq." he told Mr. Annan. 

The move came after the 
Iraqi parliament on 
Saturday charged that the 
British plan was aimed at 
prolon^g the U.N. embar- 
go which has been in force 
since Iraq’s 1990 invasion 
of Kuwait. 

'The British proposal 
reveals the hypocrisy and 
hostility of the British gov- 
ernment toward the Iraqi 
people," the parliament 


said. 

British Foreign Secretary 
Robin Cook called in March 
for an international confer- 
ence to study ways to allo- 
cate increast^ humanitarian 
aid to Iraq and to evaluate 
the needs of the Iraqi popu- 
lation. 

The Security Council in 
February rais^ the amount 
of oil which Baghdad is 
authorised to sell every six 
months to purchase human- 
itarian supplies fiom two 
billion dollars to S5.2 bil- 
lion. 


Police break up rally in support 
of embattled Tehran mayor 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Police 
broke up a student demoosra- 
tion Tuesday in suppon of 
Tehran's embattled mayor as 
Iran's ccxiservative-Ied padia- 
meot held a rare closed-door 
session to discuss die moder- 


arriving during die day in sev- 
eral bixses. Tte situation was 
tense, bat there were no clash- 


es. 


ate mayor s arrest on comip- 
tion chaiges. 

Around 50 helmeted police- 
men wielding batons forcibly 
dispersed a crowd of some 
300 students gathered in front 
of Tehran Uruversiiy to voice 
their backing for tte govern- 
ment of Prudent 
Mohammad Khatami and 
protest the April 4 arrest of 
Tehran Mayor Gholam- 
Hossein Karb^hi. 

The students ran away as 
they saw the security forces 
ap^coching throwii^ tear- 
gas grenad^ witnesses said. 
Many shops lining Enqelab 
(Revolution) Avenue, where 
the university is located, 
closed their drrars. 

Two or three people were 
anested according to witness- 
es. 

The students had shown up 
despite qipeals from 
Ihesident Khatami's (xdnnet 
not to hold the rally. 

“Our society needs calm 
and restraint more than any- 
thing," the cabinet said in a 
sratement Sunday intended to 
defuse the tension prompted 
by the arrest of Mr. Karbaschi. 
a prominent supporter of the 
moderate president during his 
election campaign last year. 

A large contingent of police, 
plain-clothed secret agents 
and special anti-riot forces of 
the Revolutionary Guards 
were stationed in front of the 
nmversity campus since the 
morning to prevent any gath- 


enngs. 

Additional forces were seen 


A group of students gath- 
ered inride the campus plan- 
ning to march to tte interior 
tninist^, where ah'^xlilbftidh 
has be^ set up in defence of 
the mayor; but were prevented 
by the forces from leaving the 
universiQ'. 

Pro-Kbatami leftist stu- 
dents. who had called the 
demonstration, said earlier 
they would heed the ^ipeal 
from the govemmem and 
called off die rally. 

But various groups of peo- 
ple nevertheless arrived on the 
scene. 

Reformists supporting 
Presidetit Khatami hr^ ral- 
lied behind the mayor, 
describing the charges of 
end)ezz]ement and misman- 
agement pressed by the con- 
servative judiciary as political- 
ly motivated and demanding 
his immediate release. 

Before the crdiinet's aj^ieal 
for restraint. Interior Minister 
Abdullah Nouri, a leading 
supporter of the mayor, had 
r^ortedly authorised 

Tuesday's protest against the 
conservatives' agenda, includ- 
ing Mr. Kaibaschi's arresL 

*The left-wing Salam news- 
piq^er, which is close to radical 
students in universities, 
warned Tuesday that “self^ 
restraint has a limit" 

Tf the present trend contin- 
ues. people hav’e a right to 
voice their support for tiieir 
government of choice in 
iq^nopriate ways." it said. 

TTie conservatives have 
called for a thorough investi- 
gation of die scandal, insisting 
that Mr. Karbaschi remain in 
custody until his trial repented 


to be starting in a little over 
two weeks. 

Thw have targ|^ Mr. 
Karba^hi's two main backers 
— Mr. Nouri and Culture 
Minister AtaioUah 

Molia^erani — attacloi^ them 
for their aggiesrive defence of 
the mayor at the expense of 
the judiciary. 

Mr. Nouri who has spear- 
headed a campaign to defend 
the mayor, will be summcxied 
to parliament on Wednesday 
for a public hearing, after 
demands frtxn a hardUoe MP, 
Ahmad Rasuli-Nejad, that he 
explain his conduct widi 
respect to the afiiair. 

iWliament met Tuesday to 
discuss Mr. Karbaschi's arrest 
but details were not imraedi- 
atdy available from the 
uniuual closed-door session. 

Mr. Nouri a moderate cler- 
ic, has angered the powerful 
couserv^ive establishment 
with his stacks on the judicia- 
ry, prompting charges he was 
abu^g his power base to pro- 
tect a ffiend. 

Pre^dent Khatami himself 
has kept silent <ki the issue, 
but is reported to be active 
behind the scenes to secure 
the mayor's release. 

The Tehran Tunes said the 
heads of the three branches of 
the government held new 
'lengthy" talks late Sunday 
with suprenie leader Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei who is the 
only one with die power to 
ovemiJe the court 

President Khatami “strong- 
ly pleaded for the mayor's 
revise." but Chief Justice 
Ayatollah Mcdiammad Yazdi 
“opposed it on the grounds 
that Mr. Kaibasciu’s" appeal 
had already been turned down 
by a higher court" the news- 
p^r said. 


Islamists call on U.K. to maintain 


asylum for Egyptian opposition 


^IRO (AFP) — Egyi^an 
amists called on Britain 
reject excradidoD requests 
Cairo for Muslim mili- 
kts who hope to transfOTm 
:ir country into an Islamic 
,te, according to a state- 
:nt received here Tuesday. 
Don't repudiate the polit- 
il asylum granted to 
ponents of the Egyptian 
vemment" the Islamic 
iservatoiy urged British 
me Minister Tony Blair 
a letter. 

"he London-based oigan- 
tion is headed by Yasser 
rri, an activist of ±e Jihad 
•up who was tried in 
*ia in Egypt and w?n- 
t death. 


Mr. Blair is expected to 
visit Egypt Friday as part of 
his first tour of the Middle 
EasL 

Acceding to the Egyptian 
government’s demand^ will 
turn Britain into ‘*the grave- 
yard of human rights." the 
statement said. 

The letter also demands 
that Mr. Blair “comnui him- 
self to not handing over 
anyone living on your terri- 
tory who has not violated 
British law. 

“We want you to insist 
that Britain is a country that 
respects human rights and 
international laws and con- 
ventions covering those 
who seek political asylum," 


it said. 

“Don’t lend your ear [to 
Egyptian President Hosni] 
Mubarak." the letter urged. 
“Those who obtained asy- 
lum in your country respect 
it. All who entered your 
counny securely can't 
betray you because that 
would be contrary to Islam." 

The statement also called 
fOT “jailed political oppo- 
nents to be released" and 
said (hat prisoners in Egypt 
are “mistreated." 

Egypt bos several times 
accused Britain of serv'ing 
as a haven for Muslim mili- 
tants, who launched a vio- 
lent campaign against the 
government in 1992. 



IN PROTEST OF CHILD LABOUR: About 5,000 children participate in a maich protesting child labour Tuesday in 
Lahore. The Global March Against CMId Labour which set off from Manila next Friday reached on Monday in 
Pakistan where millions of children work in sweatshops, steaming brick kilns and as bonded labourers paying off 
family debts (AF Photo) 


Palestinian 


collaborator 
sues Israel 


for injuries 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — A 
Palestinian who claims be 
was tortured and shot by 
fellow Arabs because be 
worked for the Israeli 
police has sued the Jewish 
state for damages, his 
lawyer said Tuesday. 

In the suit filed in a Tel 
Aviv court this week. Ali 
Jaber, said he is pennanent- 
ly handicapped by injuries 
suffered in at least two 
murder attempts against 
him by Palestimans and in 
an accidental shooting by a 
fellow policeman. 

“Even though he received 
citizenship in 1995, the 
police are not relating io 
him as a Jew," his lawyer, 
Nil! Kaneti. told AFP. 

“He is psychologically 
and physically handi- 
capped and they refuse to 
compensate him." she said. 


Population 


increase m 
W. Bank’s 
Jordan Valley 
settlements 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — The population in 
Jeunsh settlements in the 
West Bank's Jordan Valley 
has grown by 10 per cent in 
the past year and agricul- 
tural lands have been 
expanded to keep up with 
the influx, municipal lead- 
ers said Tuesday. 

“There is intensive 
absorption and growth," 
said David Levy, head of 
the Jordan Valley Regional 
Council. 

The Palestinians hope to 
establish a state in ±e West 
Bonk and Gaza Strip and 
have protested against the 
Israeli govemmem's policy 
of expanding Jewish settle- 
ments in the Arab areas. 
The United States has 
asked Israel to freeze con- 
struction. 

The increase in the 18 
Jordan Valley senlemenis 
stood in stalk contrast to 
the two per cent average 
growth rate of previous 
years. 

Mr. Levy smd that since 
the beginning of 1997, 60 
new families have joined 
the 590 families already 
living in the valley which 
borders Jordan. 

The Peace .Now group 
which monitors settlement 
activity, estimated that the 
population in all the sertle- 
ments in the West Bank and 
Gaza grew by nine per 
cent in 1997. 

Mr. Levy denied on Israel 
radio report Tuesday that 
some of the Jordan Valley 
settlements had seized 
adjacent lands to expand. 

Mr. Levy said all land 
used for agricultural expan- 
sion was witiiin existing 
municipal boundaries. 


Prosecutors order probe into 
death linked to PNA officers 


RAMALLAH(AP) — E^estinian prosecu^ 
said Tuesday t^ have ordered an investiga- 
tion of the death of a Palestinian man whose 
bullet-riddled body was found less than an hour 
after he \ras summoned to Palestinian intelli- 
gence headquarters. 

Mohammad Aoqawl a 37-year-old contrac- 
tor fiom the West Bank villa^ of Beit Seeia, 
had been questioned in the past about allega- 
tions that 1^ collaborated wifo brael 

On April 6, Anqawi was summoned to the 
beadqu^is ^destinian intelligence in the 
West Bank mwn of RamaHah. 

Acctxding to the Palestinian Human Rights 
Monitoring Orotqx Anqawi called a friend on 
his mobile phone at ido p.m. that day v> say 
tfa^ be was eo route to the intelligence office 
^ ifoout 10 minutes away. Ampwi's body, 
riddled with nine bullets, was found 25 minutes 
Uuer in a field about 2,5 kilometres away, said 
the director of the group. Bassem Eid. 

An^wi’s car was fraind parked outside the 
intelligence office. 


Me Eid said that althfwigh he ladoed diiect 
prooL be believed Anqawi was killed by people 
in the intelligence office run by Col. Tew^ 
Hrawi who in die past has come under suspi- 
don of (xdering ^ kfllings of Palestimans 
believed to have sold land to Jews. 

Col Tlrawi could not immediately be 
reached for comment Ibesday. 

The depuy atmeney genetal, Walid Adali, 
said the Ramallah prosecutor's office has been 
(xdered to investig^ the rfeaib 
The Palestinian National Authority has 
engaged in ^^matic human tights violations 
sinoe it was fbnned in May 1994, according to 
Israeli. Palestinian and inti^malinnal hmnan 
rights groups. 


Offences include mistreatment of detainees. 


and according to Mr. Eid 20 Palestimans have 
died in jails in the West Bank and Gaza Strip 
since 1994. In addinoa three suqiected 
Palestinian land dealers were kOJed last year; 
Me. Eid said. 


Russia denies Israeli charges 
over Iran missile know-how 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Russia 
on Tuesday firmly rejected 
Israeli accusations that 
Moscow has failed to bait mis- 
sQe technology transfors to 
Iran, an issue whidt continues 
to sour relations wiffi lei Aviv. 

Foreign ministiy spokesman 
Valery Nesterushkm said alle- 
gations made by Isaeli Pnme 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu 
to the Russ^ daily Iz^^a 
had no basis in 

Me Netanyahu told 
Tuesday’s edition of the paper 
th^ be had urged Moscow 
such activities" and that 
he bad “isued certaia instruc- 
tions whidi we hope will be 
foUoM^ by practical deeds. 


were assured that the 
Russian leadetship is d(^ its 
utmost to prevent ibe leak^ 
of rocket lediDoIogies to ban. 1 
hope the words wOl be backed 
by coDcreie stqjs," hfr. 
Netariyabu said 

But Mr. Nesteni^ikin said 
Tuesd^ tbe complainls were 
wide off ibe mark: 'Hliere is DO 
cooperation whatsoever in tbe 
area of development of any 
technology wfaiA has anyifamg 
to with [the transfer of] mL«ile 
leduiology to Iran." 

'The appiopiiaie bodies in 
Russia have tried to put a brake 
on aQ inckfents of s muggling 
these technologies to laaC be 
said 


The Federal Secuiiiy Service 
had recently intervened to pre- 
vent tbe e xp ort of specialist 
s^ls to ban whidi could have 
been used to manirfacture bal- 
listic missiles, be added 
The Rusrian aulhoi^es were 
taking steps to ti^iea expat 
controls on dual use technolo- 
gies. Ml Nesrecusbkinsaid 
The Israeli fxemier told 
Irvestia that ban would dewelp 
op nuclear weapons wtidun 18 
mtnths unless Russian assts- 
tance was Ig mii iialaii, aririmg 
that without Russian Imow- 
how Tehrtm would need 10 
yeais to develop tbe same tech- 
nology. 


Hume: Majority will back Irish peace deal 


BELFAST (R) — Wsb 

Natioialist leader John Hume on 
Tuesday said he was convinced 
the vasr majcdiy Protestants 
and Caihi^jcs in Nonhem 
Ireland would back on huooric 
peace acoxd 

But a splinter group of 
Republican giuunen issued a 
chilling warning it would Sgbi 
on against "British forces and 
tiiose who cugec the Nationalist 
workuig class." 

Mr. Hunae. leader of the 
Social Demooatic and Labour 
Party (SWP). was one of tbe 
main arriiiiects of last Biday's 
aoccid whid cnainiained 
Nonhem liriaod's links wiih 
Britain but bdl( aoss-bextier 
with the faidi Rqrublk:. 

'*1 hav« no doubt fr^ my 
experi e nce of recent times (hat k 
is ibe will of (he vast majedty of 
our people in both .•sections of 
our comimmiw go have lasting 
stri}i%,” he idd Bdfrist's Iri^ 
News. 

The deal hammoed out in 22 
monlte d* tortuous ne^itiations, 
is being ^ lo refeitmdums on 
both sides of the Irish border on 
May 22. 

The main guerrilla groups on 
either side of ihe secuilaa divide 
have declared cease-fires in tiie 
ccxiflict that has cltdroed 3200 
lives in (he pasi 30 years. 

But splinier groups have kept 
up tiieir campaigns, witii polire 
wanting titis c^d escal^ in 
the lead-up to (he referendums. 


Tbe Irish National Liberation 
.^rmy. wiucb ^t from the Irish 
Republican Army (IRA), 

warned it would keep up. ns 
bonbings and shootings. 

“What we win not and have 
not done is engage in a process 
that ignores Britain's centuiies- 
old sut^ugatioD of the Irish 
nation." ii said’ in a sraiemenL 

Protestant leader David 

Trimble could face a tough battle 
convincing colleagues withiD ins 
Ulster Unimist Party (UUP) to 
back tbe aoooKl 

Ml Trimble, a fervent support- 
er of coonnued linlrs with 
Britala won backiDg tty a 2-1 
margin from the party execidive. 
But only four t^ the 10 UUP 
members of tbe Lemdon pariia- 
roeni have come OUT in favour of 
the deal 

The peace {xocess was given a 
boost on Baker Mmday when 
the first Protestant parade of die 
marching season passed off 
without clashes. 

The marchers, celrixadng 
300-year-old Prote s t an t victo- 
ries, by-passed a Belfast 
Nationalist enclave that has been 
a flashpoint for rioting in the 

pOSL 

A special commission has 
been set up to rule on the con- 
tentious marebes and its ebair- 
man appealed for calm in an 
interview whh tbe London 
Times oew^xiper. 

‘There can be no better way 
for the people of Nonhem 


Ireland to give the rest of the 
wodd a signal that ibty are seri- 
ous abort a new start by 
woddng to ensure drat 
don't dnminaty dwir lives and 
tbe relevision screens and the 
ituemational press in the way 
tfaty bave^fir the past (tee 
years." AkStair Gtabam-saii^ 

The I'Jccdiem 'telaiid peace 
settlement has won bhekb^ 
from Pope Jdm Paul n to U.S. 
l^esident Bifl QinttXL 

Besident Clinton has offered 
to visit Noriierh Iteland befere 
dw nderendums but left tbs ded- 

aon iq) Co the prime miniaw^ of 
Britain and Ireland die par- 
ties invdved in the deal 

'T don't want to do somedting 
to undemune the cfaanoes of suc- 
cess. Fm not a handifiap pa -. I 
want to be encouta^ng U." tbe 
{Resident said after meeting talks 
win Channan George MhcbeH 
a former U.S. senaux'. 

The deal could provide an eco- 
nomic bonanza for Nqnbem 
Ireland, with the Untied 
expected to provide to SlOO 

biliico in investmenL One of the 
first peace dividends could be 
i1k buOdtng of a emsfroommu- 
nity univeishy on tbe ironically 
named “pe^ line” whidi 
divides Bdfast’s Boesiants and 
Catholics. Tbe SlOO millkxi 

campus, to be coosnucied at de 

rite of a past flasl^ioiiit, won 
waim siqipoit from both 
Unionists and Nationalists. 



Something to.m^ke 

your four-l^ged 


friend even 
sweeter — ice cream 


Swede lanncli^ 
vodka meatballs 


STOCKHOLM (A^ — A 
Swedish woman living io 
the Unic^ Stares has 
lannrhftrf vodka-flavouTed 


meatballs, mixing two very 
Swedish concqxs into a 
singular taste sensation, 
according ro press reports. 
UUa Nylin-Reinek, who 
has livc^ in the United 
Stares for more than 20 
years, launched vodka 
cheese* a few years bacL 
On foe heels of the success 
of tbe Swedish vodka 
Absolut, U.S. imports of 
vodka cheese now retal 
some 20 tonnes eveiy other 
month. Nylic-Reinelt has 
now decided to try her hand 
at meatballs. Flavoured 
with either black ciuiants 
and vodka or red pepper 
and vodka, - the cocktail 
nieaffiaUs. are. tnade, 
her own recipe, l^ylm- 
Reinelt also has plans to 
develop vodka pralines. 


Philadelphia police 
on lookout for 
doorknob thief 


PHILADELPHIA (TO — 
Police said tii^ were trying 
to catch an unusually dis- 
criminating thief who. has 
been swiping antique door- 
knobs fr^ tbe from doors 
of homes in two .of 
Philadelphia's older oei^* 
bouiboo^. Since March 1, 
15 incidents of disappear- 
ing doorimobs and door- 
bells have been reported in 
tbe Spruce Hill and Cedar 
Park sections of West 
Philadelphia, where many 
homes were built in tiie 
19th centoiy. Police 
believed tbe thefts were the 
work of a single thief who 
has been selling die door-* 
knobs on a bustling black- 
maiket for antique hard- 
ware. Experts in antique 
home fixtures believe a 
doorknob thief would prob- 
ably earn no more dian $5 
or $10 per item by selfing 

to a miHHlftman , wbO io 

turn would pass them 00 to 
out-of-town dealeis at a 
much higher price. By die 
time die doorimobs reached 
the retail level, the items 
probably would fetch up to 
$70 a piece. 


Lig^t fingers 
relieve blind sii^ 
of valuables 


BOLOGNA (AFP) 
Blind Trat^ftti snger Andraa 
Bocelli had his wallet and 
passport stolen as he gave a 
concert in a Rome chuibh, 
forcing him to delay a tour 
in the United States. Th^ 
performer, whose album 
Romanza" has been ^ 
worldwide hit, was sup* 
posed to set off Mcxiday 
Los Angeles to lect^ & 


« !vs: as 


MUELHEIM(AFP)— For 

the dog who has eveiy- 
thingj mere is now stxne- 
thing else to keep yottr 
favourite poocb pampoed: 
a special ice cream for 
dogs. Available in eitber 
chocolate or vanilla fiavoor, 
Pfiffi Meisterris comes in 
tbe shape of a dog’s head 
and is being launch^ in the 
Tengelmann chain of shops 
in Berlin. Tbe idea fts* the 
ranine ice CTcam cams to 
its inventor, Henry 
Wiezorek, when be saw 
dog owners letting tbeir 
four-leg^ friends take 
suireptitious lidts of didr 
own ice creams under die 
table. With this in nii^ 
Wiezorek created an ice 
cream for dogs with advice 
from veterinarians, redoc- 
ing the sugar - content to"a 
le^ more suited to a dog’s 
diet — though h umans can 
eat the ice cream too. 
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Israeli soldiers 
^Billed in Lebanon 
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song widi Natalie Cole fhr 
the Warner Bros animated ' ®§eric\ 
film *T3ucst jR>r CameltA" 

1^ press office said ^ 
li^t fingers made off wi^ 
his coat, containing ms 
identity papers and walk^ 
as be gave an Easter coDC^ 
at a basilica adjoining Sahd 
Paul’s cathedral in fixAt-dC 
thousands of spectators on 
Sunday, - 
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